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Dear CCUMC Family,
I wanted to take a moment to offer my deepest and most sincere thanks for your help and
support during our time together. As you may know, I was ordained on July 2, 2018 as an elder in
the United Methodist Church. Ordination in the United Methodist Church is a very demanding
process that takes many years. One must complete many requirements in order to become
ordained. Some of these requirements include: a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree from a
seminary that has been approved by the United Methodist Church, a pastoral internship, and
several successful years of service at a local church.
Candidates for ordained ministry must also be recommended by the Board of Ordained
Ministry (BOOM). Some tasks that one must complete in order to be recommended by BOOM
are: the completion of two in-depth papers on theology (approximately twenty pages each),
completion of a Bible Study with lesson plans, submission of two recorded worship services and written
manuscripts of sermons, and an on-site visit where members of the Board visit the
candidate’s church and meet with parishioners. I am so grateful to everyone who was
willing to share a meal with representatives from the Board of Ordained Ministry! I know
that some people even took time away from their jobs in order to be there. I once more
want to emphasize how grateful I am.
Furthermore, I am so grateful for the parishioners who were willing to be interviewed by
BOOM. For me, perhaps the most daunting task was the completion of two separate
interviews, each approximately three hours in length, where the candidate must
thoughtfully answer rigorous questions regarding theology, preaching, worship, spiritual
disciplines, and how to live a Christian life. Therefore, I am deeply grateful to all of the
church members who were willing to allow themselves to be extensively interviewed. I
wouldn’t have been able to do it without your positive recommendations!
July 1st, 2018 marks the beginning of my fifth year at Christ Community UMC! I’m so
excited to begin to embark on another year at Christ Community. Now that I am an ordained member of the
clergy, the United Methodist Church and I have entered into a covenant with one another. I have promised to
always serve the church, and in return, the United Methodist Church has promised to always provide me with
a congregation to serve. During these unstable times, I am so grateful to have a covenant promise that I will
always be able to serve God by following my heart and serving my call.
Finally, thank you all so much for the beautiful stoles! The stole is a mark of ordination that reminds us that
we are yoked to Christ and to one another. In The United Methodist Church, only those who have been
ordained may wear a stole. In years to come, whenever I wear these stoles, I will remember the love we
shared as a church family. They will also serve as a physical reminder of my commitment to both Christ and
the church.
I am so grateful to be serving with you for another
P.S. Along with ordination now comes a fancy new title!
year! Let’s make 2018-2019 the best year yet!
Now that I am ordained, I am able to refer to myself as
“Reverend.” As church family, you can still call me
With Joy and Gratitude,
whatever you like- as long as you don’t call me late for
dinner!

Rev. Rebecca Holland

1

Rummage Sale &
Upcoming Clothing
Giveaway!
Our Rummage Sale, which was held on June
30th, was a great success! Thank you to everyone
who donated items and supported this mission with
prayer.
We kept the clothes that were not sold so that
we could use them as part of our upcoming
Clothing Giveaway. We are hoping to have the
Clothing Giveaway during September. An official
date for the Clothing Giveaway will be announced
soon!
As of July 11, 2018, we made a total of
$401.00 to support the ministries of our church at
our Rummage Sale! Once more, thank you to
everyone who volunteered to help. It was a large
undertaking, but we had a spiritually fulfilling time
of fellowship and service.

All Things Bright and Beautiful
by Cecil F. Alexander
“All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful:
The Lord God made them all.”

Julie & MacGyver

Church Picnic
Our church picnic will be held on August 19th at
Christ Community United Methodist Church. Before
the picnic, we will have a time for a blessing of the
animals! There will also be a hymn sing.
Our Creator loves and cares for all creation,
including the plants and the animals. God loves the
fish in the sea and the birds that fly through the air.
For many of us, our pets are special family
members. It is a comfort to know that God loves our
pets as well! Bring your pet to this special church
service in order to receive a special blessing.
But what if your pet doesn’t play well with others
or doesn’t like to travel? They can still receive a
special blessing! Simply bring a photograph of your
pet to our church service. You can bring a
photograph to the church service or e-mail a photo
to the church office at: ccumc@outlook.com.
A sign-up sheet will be made available for those
who would like to contribute to the picnic by bringing
food or dessert. Both the worship service and the
picnic will be held downstairs in our handicapped
accessible fellowship hall.
Church Picnic – August 19th Blessing of the Animals
Service and Blessing of the Animals -10AM
Picnic in Fellowship Hall- 11AM
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Flare Prayers
Richard VanScoyoc
Flares at sea are
sent up by a ship in
distress in hopes that
a nearby ship might
see the flares and
come to their aid.
When the Titanic
hit an iceberg in the
cold Atlantic Ocean
and was sinking, flares
were sent up by the doomed ship. A nearby
freighter did indeed see the flares but ignored
them. The crew of the freighter thought the flares
were from a ship having a party, and reasoned
that even if it really was a ship in distress, the
freighter was too slow to overtake it. So they
continued on their route and passed by. We do
not know how many lives might have been saved
if the freighter had come to help.
This tragic event reminds me of Jesus’
parable of the Good Samaritan. A traveler was
beaten and injured, lying by the wayside, and a
priest and a Levite saw him, but both passed by
on the other side. They offered no help.
Flares are effective only if someone sees
them and responds. But as Christians, we have
an infallible means to signal for help in times of
distress. Our prayers are like flares that we send
up to heaven. Revelation 8:4 says “the smoke of
the incense, which came with the prayers of the
saints, ascended up before God.” God never
misses or ignores the flare prayers we send up.
I have a personal story involving flares at sea.
During World War II, I was in one of our squadron
transport airplanes piloted by my tent mate, along
with over 20 other men, flying at night over the
vast Pacific Ocean. We were searching for a tiny
island where the plane needed to land to be
refueled, but we were lost. It looked like we
would run out of fuel and fall into the ocean. The
U.S. Navy hymn says we should “pray for those
in peril on the sea.” We certainly were in peril.
We needed dry land with an airfield, but all we
had was dark sky above and deep water below.

Psalm 61 says, “When my heart is
overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher
than I.” In our distress, we needed God to guide us
over the deep ocean to a safe landing. Psalm
129: 9 -10 tells us, “If I take the wings of the
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea, even there shall thy hand lead me.” We were
in the uttermost parts of the sea.
As we peered over the black horizon, suddenly
a flare shot high in the sky. Our pilot said, “I don’t
know where that light came from, but I’m going
there to see.” It could have been a Japanese
island or ship, but miraculously the flare came
from the island we were looking for. The Marines
were still fighting the Japanese there and sent up
flares at night to better see them. The Marines
never knew their flare saved us.
The Marines must have had a lot of flares to
send up in the sky every night. Paul said, “Pray
without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:17) Paul
believed Christians had a stockpile of prayers and
should never run out of prayers to send to heaven
in a flare and get God’s attention. When our
prayers seem to be unanswered, or the response
is delayed, keep praying. Keep sending flare
prayers to heaven. Never give up hope. God
sees and hears and sends his angels to comfort
us. In Romans 12:12 Paul says Christians must be
“continuing constant in prayer.”
Back home, during WWII, my parents sent up
to heaven prayer flares, every day and night, for
my safety, and I never knew they were praying so
often. When we pray for others who may not
know we are praying for them, we send up flare
prayers on their behalf.

Flare Prayers cont. p 8
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A Blair County Trolley Line that Never Was
Part 2:
By Jeffery D. Holland
In our first installment, I wrote
about how my discovery of a
brass seal inspired me to begin
investigating the story of a trolley
line that, had it been completed,
would have run from Altoona to
Bedford. Had it come into
existence, the railway would have
terminated at the Bedford Springs and the
right-of-way would have totaled approximately 50
miles of track. Why was this trolley line never built?
The story turns out to be a quite an intriguing one.
An apparent act of vandalism was one of the first
challenges that stopped the construction of the
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, & Bedford Springs Railway
in its tracks. During the construction of the
right-of-way, twenty-one poles had been cut down
and laid in the right-of-way. An investigation was
said to be underway. Why were these poles cut
down? Who had performed this act of vandalism?
More About Those Poles
The answer to this question came on February
25, 1907 when the Altoona Mirror published a story
that stated that the poles were cut down on
purpose by Elias Baker’s heirs, who claimed that
they cut down the poles because the Altoona,
Hollidaysburg, & Bedford Springs Railway had not
been granted permission to build on their land. A
representative of the Baker family wrote, “At no
time have Mr. Baker or myself affected
arrangements with Mr. Patterson or his company.
The poles will not be reset.”
As this intriguing article indicates, it seems the
railway had begun some construction efforts;
however, apparently they had not secured the
right-of-way for this section of their proposed track.
This resulted in the removal of the poles that had
been erected on the property of Baker’s heirs.
Despite my research, I could find no further
information regarding this issue. It is unclear
whether or not Baker’s heirs ever ratified a deal

with Mr. Patterson of the Altoona,
Hollidaysburg, and Bedford
Springs Railway company for this
right-of-way.
Following this very public
dispute between the Bakers and
the Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and
Bedford Springs Railway
company very little was mentioned in the Altoona
Mirror or any other newspaper until June 4, 1907,
when Frank Patterson (president of the nascent
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, & Bedford Springs Railway)
made the following statement: "Heretofore, the
progress of our company has been blocked by the
refusal of four or five property owners to give us
right-of-way releases. The legislature, by the
enactment of a trolley eminent domain law, has
happily solved this difficulty… I predict that we will
haul passengers from Altoona to the next Blair
County Fair and the roadway will be completed to
Newry by November."
This article seems to indicate that the company
must have had quite a lot of difficulty in securing
their right-of-way. Multiple persons and municipal
entities caused them difficulty in securing their
right-of-way.
Shortly after that statement in the Altoona
Mirror, an article in the Electric Railway Journal
appeared on June 27, 1907, stating that the
permanent survey for the route of the railway
between Altoona and Newry had been made and
surveyors were then at work on the line from Beryl
to Hollidaysburg by way of Dell Delight Park. The
contracts for construction would be let in sections
of two miles each in order to carry out the plan of
having the road in operation by October of 1907.
The article also mentions that the construction of
the railway was being hampered
Trolley Cont. p 6
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Trolley cont. from p. 5
by the unwillingness of
property holders to allow
the company to acquire
land for its right- of- way
and that acquisition will
now be pushed along with the aid of the newly
enacted law giving electric railways the right of
eminent domain to secure its right-of-ways. This
article also makes the first mention of the
company's plans to power its operation stating that
power would be furnished by the Juniata Hydro
electric company of Petersburg, Pennsylvania. H.C.
Gwin, chief engineer of the Altoona, Hollidaysburg,
and Bedford Springs Railway company, stated that
1/2 of the tower transmission line of the Railway
company coming in to Altoona by way of Sinking
Valley had already been completed.
Continued Challenges
After this report, I once again encountered a
long period of silence In the historical record. The
railway did not appear in print again for almost a
year, until an article appeared on December 3,
1908. The piece describes a meeting that took
place between interested persons and local
investors Frederick Patterson of Pittsburgh.
Patterson, it was noted in the article, was an
experienced man in the building and operating of
trolley lines. He gave a two-hour presentation on
the construction and operation of electric railways.
It appears that the organization of the right-of-way
was still in question at that time. Patterson assured
the men that financing was secured under the
condition that the right-of-way was in hand. A group
was assembled to try to finalize the right-of-way
and the overall feeling was that progress was being
made.
On January 6, 1909, a large article appeared on
the front page of the Altoona Mirror. This article
stated that at a complete reorganization of the
company had been affected at a meeting of the
stockholders in Pittsburgh. A new president, Mr.
John G Burns of Pittsburgh, was elected to replace
Frank G. Patterson, who had served as president
and promoter of the company since its inception.

The article goes on to list all of the company's
officers, all of whom were residents of Pittsburgh. It
names Frederick W Patterson as the chief engineer
of the project. For the past two years, efforts had
been attempted in order to open up the new trolley
line. The trolley line was supported by the
merchants of Altoona, but for various reasons little
had been accomplished. It was hoped that this
change in company leadership would help to get
the project moving.
The article also outlined their vision for the
route. The plan was for the right-of-way to begin on
Broad and Beale Avenues in Altoona, extend
through Hollidaysburg, Duncansville, Newry,
Roaring Spring, Woodbury, Loysburg, Tatesville,
Everett, Mount Dallas, Bedford, and Bedford
Springs. Ordinances were introduced into the
borough councils of Martinsburg and Hollidaysburg
to grant the company right-of-way through those
towns. These ordinances were expected to pass. A
letter was also sent to all property owners whose
land was being sought for right-of-way access.
On January 9, 1909, a meeting took place in
Martinsburg amongst the local townspeople. They
pledged significant support for the project, provided
the right-of-way passed through Martinsburg itself.
This would slightly divert the route from the
Woodbury Pike between Roaring Spring and
Woodbury and make the route slightly longer. The
residents and farmers surrounding Martinsburg had
pledged significant support to the project. They had
even offered to provide their right-of-ways free of
charge to the company, provided they built the
trolley line through that area. No representative of
the trolley line was present at this meeting;
however, a committee was formed amongst the
local farmers to secure the right-of-way for the
trolley line in the hope that the company would
build through Martinsburg.
On January 13, 1909, a small article stated that
Frederick Patterson, chief engineer of the Altoona,
Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs Railway
anticipated grading the road through the Morrisons
Cove area in the spring. A special meeting of the
Hollidaysburg Council was to be held that Thursday
Trolley cont. p. 6
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Upcoming sermon titles include:

Summer Sermon Series:

Bible Stories That Everyone
Should Know
This summer, our sermon series will explore
Bible stories that everyone should know! Whether
these stories are entirely new to you, or whether
you have heard them many times before, there is
always something new and exciting that we can
learn from studying God’s word!
Stories have power. The stories that we tell
about our faith are important because they help to
form our identity as a Christian people. Join us this
summer as we explore
popular stories from the
biblical narrative and learn
about how our lives can be
enriched by immersing
ourselves in the stories of
God’s love!

Trolley cont. from p 5
evening to take action on the right-of-way franchise
in the borough.
Between January 21 and February 12, the
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs
Railway company was granted franchises by the
boroughs of Newry, Duncansville, and
Hollidaysburg to construct and operate a trolley line
over streets in those boroughs. It seems at this
point that the company’s efforts were picking up
significance steam.
On March 6, Frederick W. Patterson, chief
engineer of the Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and
Bedford Springs Railway, accompanied by William
F Ellis of Ellis Evans and Company of New York
City, inspected the proposed route of the trolley
line. They were very pleased with the outlook of the

7/1
7/8
7/15
7/22
7/29
8/5
8/12
8/19
8/26
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30
10/7

The Creation
Noah & the Ark
Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors
The Exodus Story
Joshua & the Battle of Jericho
David & Goliath
The Fiery Furnace
Daniel in the Lion’s Den - Church Picnic
Jonah and the Whale
Queen Esther
Brave & Loyal Ruth
Jesus Turns Water into Wine
The Good Samaritan
The Temptation of Jesus
World Communion Sunday:
Jesus Feeds the 5,000

project. Furthermore, Mr. W. M. Carr, an investor
from Zanesville, Ohio, had been spending time
interviewing local businessmen and had taken a
positive view of the project. He stated that there was
little doubt that the project would materialize and
that work would probably be started by May 1, 1909.
Why was this trolley line never born, despite
plans to begin by May 1, 1909? I would need to
continue researching in order to track down the
answer to this mystery. Keep an eye out for the next
newsletter, when I finally share the conclusion to
this intriguing trolley tale!
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What Makes a Great
Romance?

to class. One of the questions I had was what
society thinks makes a great romance. Here's a list
of some of the important qualifications:

This question arose as I was preparing a study
lesson for our Genesis group. I don't know about
you, but honestly, the Bible is not the book I look to
for the magic and excitement of romance. I save
that for some of my favorite movies like Pretty
Woman, When Harry Met Sally and Beauty and the
Beast. Yet the Bible is where we found ourselves
examining the love of Abraham and Sarah and
Isaac and Rebekah.
Our opening activity involved listing what we
consider to be "great romance stories" told in books
and movies. (Our list is pictured here.) In leading
the study, I did some internet research prior

! The number one definitive answer is that the
main plot must be "will they or won't they make it
as a couple?"
! The romance should sustain tension.
! It needs a slow burn of infatuation that inevitably
builds into an inferno of love.
! There needs to be secondary characters to give
the story depth and create comedy or contrast.
! There must be conflict; internal, external or both.
! The characters should be imperfect; people who
make mistakes.
! And finally, it should have a happy ending.
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Romance cont. from p. 7
So what does all this
have to do with God and the
Bible? Everything.
The more I read the Bible,
the more I see it as the
greatest of all love stories.
It has all the key points just
mentioned. The cast of characters is long and they
create much humor and a hearty dose of drama;
similar in nature to my life full of family, friends and
co-workers.
This is where things get real and interesting.
The Bible tells the story of God's great love for me
and for you. Within my story, I experience internal
and external conflict. I am complicated, imperfect
and messy. The exciting part is that as I age and
grow in my faith, my infatuation and curiosity about
God has grown into something much more. That
"more" is a relationship that is sometimes difficult to
under-stand but building, on trust and
communication, into that love that we all desire.
Agape love. The unconditional love we receive
from God just because God is God and we are His
children. I get it even when I don't appreciate or
reciprocate it, I still receive it.
So the question in this great romance...will we
or won't we make it as a couple with God? Will we
be His bride? Will we have a happy ending? The
choice is mine. The choice is yours.
***If you are interested in having these kinds of
conversations and examining the Bible in new and
different ways, consider joining a study group here
at church. We have several options at different
times and you are always welcome to sit in, ask
questions or just listen. For more information, talk
to Pam Harker. I can be reached at 814-941-9234
or levidogg@atlanticbb.net

Flare Prayers cont from p. 3
If we ignore others who are worried and in distress
and are desperately sending up prayers in a flare,
we miss the opportunity to help them. Never stop
praying for others. God receives these prayers and
sends the “angels of his presence” to minister and to
save. They see our prayer flares.
In WWII, Winston Churchill told a youth group,
“Never give up, never give up, never give up.” If you
are worried and are in distress, never stop praying
and never give up. If you lost all hope of rescue,
you would not bother to send up a flare. Flares send
up hopes. Keep bombarding heaven with flare
prayers. You must believe God sees your prayer
flares and sends help. We should always pray and
not give up. (Luke 18:1)
“Praying always with all prayer and all
supplication in the spirit and watching there unto
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”
(Ephesians 6:18)
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering, for he is faithful as promised.”
(Hebrews 10:23)
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