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Dear CCUMC Family, 

I hope that you are all having a blessed Lent! Can you believe it’s almost Easter? I
am very excited for all the wonderful worship services and fun activities we have
planned for this season. I hope that you will join us!

This year, Palm Sunday will be on April 2nd. On that day, we will remember Jesus’s
triumphal procession into Jerusalem. It was a wonderful parade. People threw their
cloaks on the ground and shouted, “Hosanna!” which means “Save us!” 

Have you ever been to a parade? What was it like? What did you see? Were you
excited to be there—or were you there because your children or spouse made you go? 

The last parade I attended was several years ago around Christmas. Jeff and I went
to support the Blair County Historical Society and it was FREEZING. Jeff had

volunteered to help with the Historical Society’s float. We got a large banner and purchased lots of candy to
hand out to the kids. 

It was a frigid evening. As we lined up for the parade, my teeth were actually chattering. Finally, we
started moving forward. We made our slow journey through the town and handed out the candy to the
children. 

Despite the cold, we ended up having lots of fun. We raised awareness about the holiday happenings at
the Baker Mansion and made some happy memories. When it was all over, I was glad we had gone. It was a
difficult and uncomfortable evening, but I’m glad we made the choice to be at that particular parade. 

When we think of Palm Sunday, many of us think of the parade that was led by Jesus. But historians tell
us that there were two parades on Palm Sunday. We know from the Gospel of Mark that Jesus entered
Jerusalem from the East, riding on a donkey.

But while Jesus was entering the city from the East, Pilate, the governor of Judea, was marching into the
city from the West. He would have marched in with full military might. His parade was a show of force to
remind the people of Jerusalem that Rome was in charge.

Therefore, there were two parades on the first Palm Sunday. One from the west, led by Pilate, and one
from the East (from Bethany) led by Jesus. If we were there that day, which procession would we have
chosen to follow? 

All of the choices we make, both large and small, add up to make us into the people we are. The
essence of being a Christian is accepting Christ as our personal savior and choosing to follow him. When we
follow Christ we do our best to make daily choices that reflect our love of Christ.

This Lent and Easter season, let us take time to carefully consider one of the important choices we make
as Christians:  Will we choose to join the procession and follow Christ? 

Looking Forward to Celebrating Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter with you!

Rev. Rebecca 
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Upcoming Dates 

Witnesses at the Cross: Bible Study on
Tuesday Evenings at 6:30PM

March 21st: The Beloved Disciple
March 28th: The Women

April 4th: Joseph of Arimethea

April 2nd: Palm Sunday worship with Holy
Communion at 11AM at CCUMC and 9:30AM at
Llyswen
April 5th: Lenten Luncheon at Christ
Community at Noon.
April 6: Holy Thursday (combined service) at
Llyswen (308 Coleridge Ave. Altoona, PA
16602) with Holy Communion at 6PM
April 7: Good Friday (combined service) at
Christ Community (5715 Roselawn Ave.
Altoona, PA 16602) at 6PM
April 8: Easter Egg Hunt at 10AM (We are
currently collecting small, individually wrapped
candy for the egg hunt. Please no nuts)
April 9th: Easter Sunday Worship at 11AM at
CCUMC and 9:30AM at Llyswen 
April 16th: Youth Group! Join us for mini golf
and frozen custard at the Meadows (471
Municipal Drive, Duncansville PA 16635) from
2pm-4pm. 

These three photos show
some of the wonderful
smiling faces we had attend
our Lenten Bible Study. We
had two visitors as well as
members from our sister
church. Those who
attended from our
congregation were: Tim Van
Scoyoc, Alan Brown, Joe &
Celia Fagnani, Pam & Doug
Harker,  John Henderson,
Patty Piper, Linda Prince,
Peggy Mitchell and Judy

Davis. From Llyswen: Doris, Sherry Mentzer, Connie
Rickabaugh, Mauri Martin, Jim Windsor, and Judy
Richards.  And our beloved guest Jackie.

Witness at the Cross
Bible Study 

During Tuesday
evenings in Lent, we
gathered together to
participate in the Lenten
Bible Study “Witnesses at
the Cross” by Dr. Amy Jill
Levine. The class meeting
was led by Rev. Rebecca.
Dr. Amy Jill Levine is one
of her favorite authors.

We had wonderful
attendance, with between 17 and 22 people
each evening. Members from Christ Community
and Llyswen joined us, as well as several
guests.

During our time together, we watched the
DVD in which Dr. Levine shared her knowledge
and unique understanding of the scriptures with
us. Dr. Levine is a professor of New Testament
at Vanderbilt Divinity School. She is also Jewish.
Her understanding of Judaism helped to give us
a historical perspective on the narrative of the
crucifixion. 

During our time together, we read extensive
excerpts from all four Gospels. We also
discussed our thoughts and feelings regarding

the different
witnesses at
the cross and
the many
lessons they
can teach us. 

Of course,
no Bible Study

would be complete without snacks, and we had
lots of those as well! There were tasty and
sugary treats as well as savory options. It was a
joy to break bread together, see one another’s
faces, and learn together. I truly believe that our
questions bring us closer to God. 
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March 19, 2023 is
UMCOR Sunday

On Sunday, March 19, 2023 we will be
celebrating a Special Sunday in honor of the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR). UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of
the United Methodist Church.  The United
Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR,
comes alongside those who suffer from natural
or human-caused disasters – famine, hurricane,
war, flood, fire or other events—to alleviate
suffering and serve as a source of help and
hope for the vulnerable. UMCOR and its
partners are responding to disasters in the
United States every day. They assist with those
who have experienced natural disaster from
hurricanes, flooding, and severe weather
damage. They also assist those who are in need
internationally. 

Thank you for participating in our Special
Offering!

On UMCOR Sunday, we join with other
UMC congregations in a special offering to
support The United Methodist Committee on
Relief. The money brought in through this
special offering helps to offset UMCOR’s
administrative costs and overhead expenses.
That way any other donations that UMCOR
receives can go directly toward helping people
in need. From training volunteers to keeping the
office lights on, the UMCOR Sunday special
offering equips the organization to respond
quickly when disaster strikes. 

Since the February 2022 invasion of
Ukraine by Russia, UMCOR has provided
support to those who’ve remained in Ukraine
and those who’ve fled to surrounding countries,
working with United Methodist churches in the

region as well as local and governmental
partners. Because UMCOR Sunday covers the
overhead costs, 100% of the gifts made to the
International Disaster Response and Recovery
Advance can support direct relief efforts, quickly
and effectively. 

UMCOR Has Been 
Helping in Ukraine for Over a Year

UMCOR works through Methodist
churches in Ukraine’s neighboring
nations—Poland, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia,
Estonia, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic. It is
awarding grants to trusted partners like ACT
Alliance, International Orthodox Christian
Charities and Human Rights League. Grants
provide transportation assistance, humanitarian
supplies such as food, water, clothing, shelter
and medication and legal services and safe
spaces for families, women, children and those
with disabilities. 

In addition, UMCOR has funded the
transport of more than $2 million in medical
supplies to hospitals in Kyiv, with more supplies
scheduled to be delivered in the coming months.
UMCOR is in continual dialogue with our UMC
bishops and other partners throughout Europe to
identify needs as the war drags on. The situation
in Eastern and Central Europe is constantly
evolving and recovery efforts will take years.
UMCOR will be there continuing to assist.

HOW TO GIVE: Join us on Sunday, March
19th, to participate in this special offering or
write a check to “Christ Community United
Methodist Church”and write “UMCOR Sunday
offering” in the memo line.
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Bishop Sandra Steiner BallBishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 

An Encouraging Letter from Our
Bishops to Our Conference

Introduction: As we approach the next meeting
of the General Conference of the United
Methodist Church (the only body of the United
Methodist Church that can change the rules as
set forth in the Book of Discipline), some
churches  have chosen to leave the
denomination. In response, the Bishops of the
Susquehanna Conference have written the
following encouraging episcopal letter. At Christ
Community United Methodist Church, we are
proud to remain United Methodist. We are also
grateful that the bishops took time to write the
following hopeful and heartfelt letter to all of us. 

 

A Message from Our Bishops 
“We Are Encouraged”

February 13, 2023

As we navigate the waters of church
disaffiliations, we are encouraged. We are
encouraged that many people are learning and
relearning United Methodist theology and falling
in love with it for the first time or once again.
Many are discovering and rediscovering how
United Methodist theology is consistent with their
understanding of scripture. If you are interested in
rediscovering who we are as United Methodists,
check out this group discussion guide (the guide
can be located here:
http://www.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2022/06/
10/19/37/BeUMC-Discussion-Guide-2).

We are also encouraged that
congregations whose theology is not consistent
with the theology of The United Methodist
Church are finding their way to either be
independent churches or to be part of other
denominations that are more consistent with
their theology.

We remain hopeful that as we make
these discoveries we will be able to do so
without discrediting, demonizing, making
accusations about or denigrating persons who
have made decisions different than our own. It
is beneath our Christian witness to use
intimidation, exaggeration, fear or
misinformation to bolster our argument and
convince others to join “our side”.

We are encouraged that there are a
number of churches in our annual conference
that identify their theology as traditional and are
choosing to remain United Methodist. These
churches recognize that United Methodist
theology embraces diversity of perspective and
interpretation on a number of matters. They
have found that, even though most of their
members may have more traditional
perspectives, they have always had active
members with diverse perspectives with whom
they have been able to do vital ministry. They
view this diversity as a blessing.

There are some churches that have gone
through the process of taking a vote to
disaffiliate and while a majority did vote to
disaffiliate, they were not able to reach the 2/3
majority required by The Book of Discipline. For
some of these churches, the process of taking
such a vote has been challenging. We are
encouraged that some of these congregations
have requested help to move forward so that
they might emerge even stronger than before
they voted.

In some cases, churches have reached
the 2/3 majority needed to disaffiliate but a
significant minority of members want to remain
United Methodist. We are encouraged that in
those cases the cabinet is working to find
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United Methodist churches for those members
who want to remain United Methodist. In addition,
we are developing plans to start some new
United Methodist communities for those who
want to remain. If you would like to be a part of
one of those new communities, please email our
team at beumc@susumc.org

We are encouraged by the hope and joy
that is ours through Jesus Christ in the midst of
disaffiliation. We are not perfect, but we are
encouraged that as a church we are striving to 

be perfected in love of God and one another.
We are encouraged by all of you who are on
this journey with us as we work out our souls’
salvation, fulfilling our membership covenant of
being loyal to Christ through The United
Methodist Church and doing all that we can to
strengthen its ministries. 

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Resident Bishop
& Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Resident Bishop

Updates from the Disability Ministries Task
Force the Susquehanna Conference

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland is honored to
serve as the chair of the Disability Ministries Task
Force of the Susquehanna Conference. This
committee deals specifically with disability
concerns within our conference. Members of this
committee include other clergy throughout our
conference and lay members who attend many
different churches. Members of our congregation
who are also members of the Disability Ministries
Task Force include: John Henderson, Nate
Ross-Schnaubelt, Alex Ross-Schnaubelt, Jeff
Holland, and Pam Harker.

Our Disability Ministries Task Force is
connected to the Disability Ministries Committee
of the United Methodist Church (UMCDMC). The

Disability Ministries Committee for the United
Methodist Church oversees disability related
concerns for the worldwide connection of the
United Methodist Church. 

Our Disability Ministries Task Force seeks
to empower people with disabilities for
leadership within the church, provide radical
hospitality to people in our communities who
have disabilities, and advocate for the needs of
both clergy and laity with disabilities in the
Susquehanna Conference. Concern for people
with disabilities is rooted in our Biblical call as
Christians as well as in the church polity of the
United Methodist Church. The Book of
Discipline 2016, ¶653, states, "There shall be in
each annual conference a committee on
disability concerns or other structure to provide
for the functions of this ministry and maintain
the connectional relationship."

What We Have Accomplished: In the past year,
we have accomplished the following tasks: 

1. Members of our Task Force serve as both
clergy and laity throughout our conference to
work to make the church more inclusive for
people with disabilities. Members of our Task
Force serve in a variety of settings and work
within their local churches to empower people
with disabilities, create inclusive spaces, and
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advocate for the
needs of people with
disabilities. 
2. Disability
Ministries
Awareness Sunday.
The Susquehanna
Conference
recognized Disability
Awareness Sunday

on October 9, 2022. We have submitted a
resolution for Disability Awareness Sunday to be
held on the second Sunday of October in 2023.
We also encouraged local churches to collect a
special offering on Disability Awareness Sunday.
This special offering was sent to the Disability
Ministries Committee of the United Methodist
Church and helped to provide grants to local
churches. These grants helped local churches to
become more accessible. 
3. We strongly encouraged clergy and churches
to carefully consider before inviting a traveling
faith healer to visit their congregation. We
published an open letter which was widely
circulated beseeching clergy and congregations
to carefully consider before inviting a faith healer
into their pulpit. In this letter, we shared concerns
about how charlatans often fleece money from
congregations and make empty promises that
they will provide miracles in exchange for money.
We also outlined that not every person with a
disability wants to be cured. People with
disabilities can live full and complete lives. 
4. We maintained our website and renewed our
unique domain name (DisabilityUMC.org). In
order to make disciples, we have worked to
communicate the fact that God loves all people
and that all people are of sacred worth; therefore,
we have created a website to communicate this
message. Our website includes resources, news,
and a blog. Our website is a way to collect
resources and share information that will be
helpful to the people of the Susquehanna
Conference. The website has resources that
relate to issues of disability, advocacy, outreach, 

empowerment, and awareness. You can find
our website at: DisabilityUMC.org
5. We maintained our Facebook Page and used
social media to promote disability awareness.
Our Facebook Page has over two hundred
“likes” and continues to grow. We post regularly
to the Facebook Page to continue to raise
awareness and communicate disability related
news. You can find us at @SUSUMCDisability.
6. We continued our connection with the
Disability Ministries Committee of the United
Methodist Church. The UMCDMC provides
training, advocacy, and research with the entire
connection. We are proud to be connected with
the UMCDMC. You can find more information
about their work at UMCDMC.org. 
7. We supported the efforts of the Disability
Ministries Committee of the United Methodist
Church to put forth two resolutions regarding
disability concerns at the next General
Conference. The Disability Ministries
Committee is currently drafting two resolutions
to be put forth before the next gathering of the
General Conference. The current working titles
of these resolutions are “Resolution Concerning
Anti-Ableism,” and “Ableism and Audism.” 
8. We advocated for the next gathering of the
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference of the
United Methodist Church to include an
Accessibility Coordinator. During the Gathering
of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference
which occurred in 2022, a discussion regarding
the use of ZOOM to facilitate meetings of the
NEJ occurred. Rev. Rebecca L. Holland, a
delegate from our conference, spoke from the
floor about the need for the NEJ to consider

6



utilizing an Accessibility Coordinator in the future.
This is especially true for virtual gatherings,
because technology is not equally accessible to
all people. 
9. We submitted a resolution to The
Susquehanna Annual Conference to include
captions and/or subtitles in all future gatherings of
the Annual Conference.  In the United Methodist
Church inclusiveness means the freedom for the
total involvement of all persons who meet the
requirements of the United Methodist Book of
Discipline in the membership and leadership of
the Church at any level and in every place. The
Disability Ministries Task force has heard

 concerns from both clergy and laity that they
 were unable to follow the proceedings of past
Annual Conference gatherings due to the lack
of captions. Some clergy and laity were unable
to participate in the voting process due to the
lack of captions.  

Our offering on Good Friday will be
donated to Disability Ministries. Thank you for
supporting Disability Ministries!  You can also 
donate any time online at UMCDMC.org o by
writing a check to Christ Community United
Methodist Church and writing “Disability
Ministries” on the memo line. 

New Combined
Youth Group!

We are thrilled to
announce the launch of our
new combined youth group,
bringing together young

people from several United Methodist Churches
in the Altoona Area. Our first meeting was held at
Greenwood United Methodist Church and it was
a huge success! The afternoon started with a
delicious pizza party, where everyone had a
chance to get to know each other. We then put
our creative skills to the test by making
Valentines for the residents at Garvey Manor
nursing home. It was heartwarming to see our
young people come together to spread love and
kindness to those in need.

Our second meeting was equally fun, where
we went bowling at the Holiday Bowl. The
competition was fierce, but the laughter and
camaraderie made it an unforgettable afternoon.

Our next meeting is just around the
corner and we are excited to announce that we
will be heading to The Meadows in
Duncansville on April 16 at 2PM for a fun-filled
afternoon of mini-golf and ice cream. The
admission and ice cream will be free for all
youth aged 12-17, and we encourage all young
people in the area to join us for this exciting
event.

We believe that bringing our youth
together from different churches will help us all
grow in faith and friendship. Our aim is to
create a supportive and welcoming
environment for our young people to explore
their faith and build relationships with one
another.

We are so grateful for the enthusiasm and
energy that our young people have brought to
the group so far and we look forward to seeing
what amazing things we can achieve together
in the future. Stay tuned for more updates on
our youth group and upcoming events.
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Plans for Easter and Holy Week

As we approach Holy Week, we are excited
to share with you our congregation's plans for this
special time of year. Holy Week will begin on
Palm Sunday, April 2nd, with our worship service
at 11AM. This will be a special service for all
ages, featuring a puppet show and a message
that will inspire and uplift you.

On Tuesday, we will be holding our final
Lenten Bible Study at 6:30PM. We have been
studying "Witnesses at the Cross" by Dr. Amy Jill
Levine, and it has been an incredible journey of
learning and growth. We hope you will join us for
this final discussion.

On Wednesday, April 5th at Noon, we will
be hosting a Lenten Luncheon with a special
message delivered by Rev. Dr. Michelle Bodle
from Juniata United Methodist. This will be a time
of fellowship and reflection as we prepare our
hearts and minds for the upcoming Easter
celebrations.

On Thursday, April 6th at 6PM, we will be
joining our sister church, Llyswen United
Methodist Church (308 Coleridge Ave. Altoona,
PA 16602), for a traditional Holy Thursday 
service. This will be a solemn and reflective

service, and we will be sharing in Holy
Communion together.

On Friday, we will be holding a
contemporary Good Friday worship service at
6PM. Our praise team will be leading us in
worship, with Hope Brown and Madi Kephart
providing vocals, Kyle Brown on guitar, and
Alex Ross-Schnaubelt on the keyboard. The
service will conclude with stripping the altar and
leaving the church in somber silence.

On Saturday at 10AM, we will be hosting
an egg hunt for the little ones, with plenty of
candy and fun to go around. We are still
accepting donations of small individually
wrapped candy (no nuts please) and snacks for
the day of the egg hunt.

Finally, on Easter Sunday, we will be
welcoming new church members Sally Barry,
Joe and Vicki Bilka to our church family. We are
so excited to have them officially become a part
of our congregation!

We hope you will join us for these special
Holy Week events and celebrations. This is a
time for us to come together as a community
and reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and
the hope of the resurrection. May God bless
you all during this special time of year.
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