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Dear CCUMC Blessed Lent & Happy (Almost) Easter,
As I sit down to write this pastoral letter, we are embarking on the beginning of
the second week of Lent. Historically, Lent is a time in the Christian calendar when
we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Easter. Part of this spiritual
preparation includes fasting from the things of this world to make room for Christ.
Lent is forty days long (not including the six Sundays of Lent) because this is the
same length of the time that Christ spent in the wilderness. During this time, he was
tested by the devil.
Many English translations of Luke 4 say that Jesus was tempted by the devil in
the wilderness. But the Greek word that Luke uses is “Peirazo.” This word can also be translated as
“test” or “testing”
The devil was testing Jesus to see what he was made of. Despite Satan’s best efforts, his tests
didn’t cause Christ to stumble. Instead, his tests revealed Christ’s true nature. Jesus overcame all the
challenges that the Evil One threw at him. He showed that he was made of stronger stuff than anything
in this world and that he is One with God the father Almighty.
During this season of Lent, let us ask ourselves: As children of God, how do we react when we find
ourselves in tempting situations? What do our choices reveal about where we put our faith? If
temptation is a test to see what we are made out of, what do our reactions reveal? What do our choices
say about us?
We strengthen our selves to resist temptation by studying God’s Holy Word, partaking of the
sacrament of Holy Communion on a regular basis, praying every day, attending church—but most of
all, by placing our faith in Christ.
On Ash Wednesday, we took time to mourn and remember that our bodies are made from the dust
of the earth, and to dust we will return. But the hope of Christ and the joy of Easter is that we are more
than dust: We are children of God. Furthermore, when we accept Jesus, death is not the end.
May the Holy Spirit walk with us each day of our Lenten journey and all the days of our lives. When
the devil tests us as he did Christ, may we show that we are made of something more than flesh and
bone. We are children of God, born of the Spirit. Through the power of Christ, we too can drive back
the Evil One.
May you have a blessed Lent and joyous Easter,

Rev. Rebecca
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Upcoming Dates
Palm Sunday: April 10, 2022 at 11AM
Lenten Luncheon, April 13th at Noon. Special
Guest speaker Rev. Fred Hickok. Please RSVP
by signing up in the back of the sanctuary or by
calling the church office at 814-942-5586
Holy Thursday-- April14th, 2022 at Llyswen
(308 Coleridge Ave. Altoona, PA)!
Good Friday—April 15th, 2022 at CCUMC
Easter Egg Hunt—April 16th at 10AM (We are
currently collecting donations of small candy
and prizes to put inside the eggs. Nothing with
nuts, please)
Easter Sunday at 11AM

A six week Bible study was held between late
January and early March. During this time, Pam
Harker led our discussion of
“The Tabernacle.” We explored how the
Tabernacle in the Old Testament points to Jesus
as the ultimate fulfillment of scripture. In this photo
Jackie Wright, Joe and Celia Faganani, Pam and
Doug Harker, Patty Piper, Linda Prince, Barb
Elder, Joy Esright, John Henderson, and Alan
Brown.

Special Announcement:
Do you have young people in your family
graduating this year? Please let us know so that
we can honor them! Please contact the church
office at 814-942-5586 with the name of your
graduate.

Our Ash Wednesday Service was held on
Wednesday, March 2, 2022. The service was
led by the CCUMC Praise Team sharing their
musical gifts. In this photo Kyle Brown (guitar),
Hope Rowles (vocals), Alex Ross-Schnaubelt,
Nate Ross-Schnaubelt (Technology and Sound
System).
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Here Is an Updated List of
Church Leadership

Welcome, New Members of Ad Council and
PPRC! Welcome new church members!

Administrative Council:
Tim VanScoyoc (Worship Chair),
Dick Winstead, Sheila Winstead (Treasurer), Gary
Johnson, Marsha Johnson(Membership Secretary),
Hope Rowles, Kyle Brown, Jude Anna (Ad Council
chair), Pam Harker, Doug Harker, Beth Piper
(PPRC Chair), Peale Seymore, Sandy Nijsse, Pete
Nijsse, Joy Estright (Secretary), John Henderson,
Mardell Bonasso, Nate Ross, Phyllis Kephart

Thank you SO MUCH to everyone who has
generously donated their time to serve in
leadership positions within our church. We
would like to welcome John Henderson, Nate
Ross-Schnaubelt, Hope Rowles, and Kyle
Brown to Administrative Council. We would also
like to welcome Beverly Henderson to PPRC.
Once her membership transfer is complete,
Christine Barry has agreed to serve on PPRC as
well.

Trustees: Jude Anna, Pete Nijsse, Dick Winstead,
Doug Harker, John Henderson
Matthew 28 Team: Pam Harker, Mardell Bonasso,
Phyllis Kephart
PPRC: Beth Piper (Chair), Carol Foor, Beverly
Henderson, *Christine Barry (once membership
transfer is complete)
Finance Team: Sheila Winstead (Treasurer), Gary
Johnson, Sandy Nijsse, and Peale Seymore

John Henderson
Congratulations to John Henderson for
completing and maintaining his lay speaking
license in the United Methodist Church! John
Henderson works hard to maintain his
credentials and faithfully takes all the required
courses to maintain his status as a lay speaker.
He has 18 years of service as a lay speaker.
Our church family is so grateful for his service.
John will be covering for Rev. Rebecca in June
while she is away. He also serves as a liturgist
and as a member of the trustees throughout the
church year.

A Happy Group of Artists
On Friday, March 11th, a paint party was held
at CCUMC in the fellowship hall. Two members
of our sister church attended and we also had
numerous friends from the community participate.
If you are interested in being involved in another
paint party, please let Rev. Rebecca or Pam know.
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Thank you for all the
animals, O God, but
especially thank you for
our beloved companions:
We praise you for
friends with feathers,
scales, and fur. Thank
you for proud felines and
loyal canines. Thank you
for service animals and animals with jobs. Thank
you for guide dogs, emotional support animals,
animal friends who alert us to allergies, seizures,
and our blood sugar levels.
Thank you for animal companions who
comfort us and keep us safe during flash backs
and crises of mental health. Thank you for
animal friends who bring comfort to hospital,
schools, and nursing homes. Thank you for all
working animals and the special gifts they share
with us.
Thank you for the animal friends that are
still with us. Please bless them and give them
long and healthy lives. Help us to be good
stewards of all your creation.
Thank you for all the pets that we have
loved and that have gone home to be with you.
May we be reunited with them one day when we
enter your kingdom. May their happy faces,
joyous chirps, wagging tales, and gentle purrs
greet as at the gates of Heaven.
O God of the Sparrow and God of the
Whale, we see your glorious handiwork from the
arctic to the equator. All creation declares Your
glory. May we treat your creatures with loving
kindness and walk
gently through the
world with all
living things.

A Prayer for Our Much Loved Pets
and Service Animals
I was inspired to write this prayer because, as
the seasons change and the colder weather rolls in,
I can tell that my beloved old lady, Tinkerbell, is
starting to slow down. The vet has prescribed some
liquid pain medicine for her and I put it over her
food every morning. It seems to help, but I can
clearly see that she and I are both getting older.
Even Zeus the cat is starting to slow down a bit.
Tinkerbell is a rescue, so it is hard to know for
certain how old she is. The vet thinks she might be
somewhere between 14 and 16
years old. Zeus the cat is
twenty-two. I got him when he
was a kitten and we have been
friends for over two decades.
I hope my animal friends
have many long and healthy
years left. I am grateful for every
day I have with them. My love
for them inspired me to write the
following prayer. I know there are many in our
church family who are also loving pet parents. I
hope this prayer gives you comfort and helps you to
talk to God about the furry members of our families.

O God of All Creatures
Great and Small
Thank you, O Lord of All, for making all the
animals. You made the water overflow with living
creatures and crafted the birds that soar through
the sky. You created the livestock, the creatures of
the earth, and the animals that roam the
wilderness. You molded the
delicate wings of the
butterfly and sharpened the
lion’s teeth. You set the wild
horses free to race the wind
and wrote the song of the
mighty whale.

Amen.
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The Fence Climbing Rabbit
by Lillian Lewis.
I could hardly believe my eyes–
that rabbit had climbed the fence.
Almost everyone knows that Peter
rabbit didn’t climb the fence into Mr.
MacGregor’s garden. He ran through
the open gate, or dug under the
fence to gain his entrance, perfectly
in keeping with rabbit characteristics.
There are certain of God’s creatures
who are noted for their climbing
abilities that rabbits are not one of
them. Yet that’s exactly what that rabbit had done.
Ever since we had put in our garden when we
first moved into our new home, we had trouble
with the rabbits. My husband, Wendell, decided a
fence was the answer, and for a while and it
worked. Then we discovered that the holes in the
wire were too large, which allowed the smaller
rabbits to get into the garden anyway. So we
bought fencing with a smaller size holes. This is
been working until recently when once again we
found rabbits inside the fence.
One morning when Wendell had seen this
rabbit inside the fence, he had chased him until
Mr. Rabbit had jumped over the spot where the
fence post was broken. The posted been repaired
but there was Mr. Rabbit again, back in the
garden. I watched him from the window as
Wendell tried to get him out. The rabbit ran
back-and-forth and looked for a place to leave.
Finding none, he simply climbed the fence, paw
over paw.
I have thought several times about that fence
climbing a rabbit. He did something he was not
supposed to know how to do and he was not
joined by any other of his species. I assume they
haven’t learned this feat. I would never have given
that rabbit credit for being able to do something
for so foreign to his nature had I not seen him it
seemed impossible.
I wonder how many times I have looked at
one of God’s children and put him in the mold,

thinking that he or she would never be able to do
anything more than they were right at this
moment. The thought occurred to me that I limited
God when I confine someone to that particular
activity or accomplishment. After all, with God
nothing is impossible.
I pondered how often I have seen an
individual as part of the group, allowing my
prejudices to view them as certain kinds of
people, or “always“ doing certain things. I have
not made room for individual thinking or action,
nor letting the individual stand out from the group.
God has plans for each individual. Each one can
be what is best for him or through her or through
following God‘s plan no one needs to be exactly
like anyone else. I also realized that I must have
failed many times to see the special talents
hidden in each of God’s children. Mr. Rabbit
looked like an ordinary rabbit, but he certainly had
a special talent. Perhaps I could encourage the
use of special abilities in people I know, and then
rejoice that I am able to help them develop these
abilities.
It also occurred to me that perhaps the rabbit
didn’t really know how to climb fences at all. At
that particular moment he had obviously needed
to get away from Wendell, although I don’t know
that we would’ve done anything had the rabbit
been caught. In my time of need, God has so
often provided special ways for me to escape, and
supplied extra strength for what I need. I have
climbed the fences with God’s help that at the
time we were insurmountable. Come to think of it
perhaps that rabbit was meant to make me think,
and also teach me something about myself that
morning. I thank God for using every day things to
speak to me.
Thanks to you too,
Mr. Rabbit– but
please stay out of
our garden!
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New Church Directory
We are updating our church directory and birthday list and we want to include you! We are asking
everyone who is a member as well as non-members who attend church to return this form to the church
office. The church directory is a great resource for our CCUMC family. The church directory is especially
helpful during Christmas card season!
We would also like to include pictures in this edition of our directory. Please send your favorite picture of
yourself (and/or your household) to RHolland@susumc.org . We can also take your picture on a Sunday
morning! We have the photos from the
Please complete the following form with any information you feel comfortable sharing:
Your Name:

Birthday:

Address:
House phone:

Cell Number:

email:
Partner’s Name:

Birthday:

email:

Cell number:

Names of people who also live in your household and their birthdays:

Attach, email or request a photo be taken:
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