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Dear CCUMC Family,
It must have been wonderful to be present at the birth of Jesus. Besides Mary and
Joseph, the first people to see Jesus were the shepherds, who were tending the flocks in
their fields. An angel appeared to them and told them the Good News, "Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2:11)."
The angel told the shepherds that the sign the shepherds would see was that they
would find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger (Luke 2:12)." Almost all babies
at the time were wrapped in cloths or "swaddling clothes," so this was not much of a sign;
however, using a manger for a cradle is highly uncommon.
As much we like to idealize our vision of the first nativity, in the end, a manger is a
feeding trough for animals. Livestock such as cows, donkeys, and sheep all eat out of a
feeding trough. It is easy to forget just how humble the scene of Christ's birth was.
However, despite the humble setting, the shepherds were "amazed," by what they saw. The shepherds
were so amazed that after they left, they couldn't stop taking about it. They "spread the word, concerning what
had been told to them about this child," and everyone who heard about it was
amazed as well (Luke 2:17-18).
Have you ever spent time in a barn? Even the nicest barns are full of the
scents of animals. This is why the birth of Jesus is so miraculous. God came
first to the humble and the lowly. Emmanuel, God with us, is present with us
at both the joyous times of our life as well as the darkest times in our lives.
God is with us during the darkest night and will lead us into the dawning of a
new day.
As the days slowly begin to lengthen and we move into the dawning of a
New Year, it is my hope that God will bless you and keep you. Happy New
Year!
Sincerely,

Rev. Rebecca
P.S. Jeff and I would also like to say thank you so much for the kind Christmas present that you gave us! It was
so thoughtful of you and we greatly appreciate it. We put it toward a digital piano and headphones. My New
Year's Resolution is to practice for one hour every day. I'll let you all know how it goes! I'm currently working on
learning a sonatina by Clementi.
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Jesus is Bread for the World

We have all sinned. We have all made
mistakes. We all need Jesus. All we like sheep
have gone astray. Jesus came to feed the hungry
of soul and the hungry of heart. Jesus came to
seek and save the lost.
Did you know that Bethlehem, the name of the
town where Jesus was born, means "town of
bread," in Hebrew? Sheep eat out of a manger.
Jesus feeds our hungry souls.
What are you hungry for this New Year? Our
God is a God of Surprises. God can change a barn
into the nursery for a king and a cross into an
empty tomb! God made a cattle trough into a
cradle for the Messiah who would feed the whole
world. Only Jesus can satisfy our hunger. Only he
can fill our insatiable longing.

a Devotion: by Rev. Rebecca
Jesus answered, "It is
written: 'Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the
mouth of God (Matthew 4:4,
NIV)."
Throughout the history of
Christianity, people have
worked to imagine what it would have been like to
be present on the first Christmas. One person who
found it challenging to visualize the scene was St.
Francis of Assisi. In 1223, St. Francis was traveling
in Italy when he stopped at the town of Greccio.
The caves in Greccio reminded him of the
countryside of Bethlehem. It was about two weeks
before Christmas, and Francis had a moment of
divine inspiration. He asked a friend to go and get
a manger, an ox, a donkey, and some hay, so that
they could set up a live nativity. In this way, he
hoped to be able to imagine what the very first
Christmas was like. St. Francis's idea caught fire,
and soon many people got involved. Local friars as
well as farmers from the surrounding town came to
be part of the event.
On Christmas Day, friars and local
townspeople came together to create the very first
live nativity scene. They brought flowers and
torches. There was a manger full of hay, an ox,
and a donkey. It was such a holy moment that the
priest was moved to celebrate the Eucharist over
the manger, "showing the bond between the
Incarnation of the Son of God and the Eucharist
(Admirabile signum, 1 December, 2019)."
Baby Jesus was laid in a manger... and a
manger holds food for sheep!
We are all sheep... and Jesus came to be
the Good Shepherd!
"Coming into this world, the Son of God was
laid in the place where animals feed. Hay
became the first bed of the One who would
reveal himself as ‘the bread come down from
heaven' (John 5:41) (ibid)." St. Augustine sums up
this point beautifully when he writes, "laid in a
manger, he became our food (ibid)."

HUB News
I have to apologize to begin because I missed
last Tuesday’s board meeting. I simply forgot.
This morning I read over the quick notes that were
sent out to board members and was very dismayed
to learn that we are not
having a good start to
the new year. I will
explain in more detail in
the bulletin in the
following weeks but at
this time we up in
spending to purchase
items to complete kits
and down in donations.
Not only donations of
items but of financial donations also. Let me just
say that it was my understanding from the
information I received this morning we are barely
keeping up with expenses. Please prayerfully
consider any ways that Christ Community or you as
individuals can help rectify this issue. Again I will
give you a more detailed report as soon as I am
able to speak to some of the board members to
see if their churches or members have come up
with any ideas.
Gloria Frederick
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Richard Van Scoyoc
(October 16, 1916-April 30,
2019) was an amazing man
who lived a truly extraordinary
life. Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a
gifted preacher. We were blessed to have Richard as a
part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to stand
and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our church
newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never believed in
putting off until tomorrow what could be done today. As
one of his final acts of service to Christ, he wrote
several devotions that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously to the end of the year, even
though he has gone home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.
Rev. Rebecca

Surprised by Answered Prayer
Richard VanScoyoc
I have a bookmark in one of my devotional
books that I read every morning with this translation
of Lamentations 3: 22 – 24: "The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to
an end. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness." One morning as I read it, I noticed that
my thumb blotted out the "y" in "great is your
faithfulness," so that it read "Great is our

faithfulness." My faithfulness is not great; it is small
like a mustard seed. Yet Jesus said that was
enough to move mountains. When I pray, I have
great hopefulness, but little faithfulness. I would be
surprised if my prayer is answered.
Mark 9:23-24 tells of a father bringing his
epileptic son to be healed. He said to Jesus, "Thou
can do anything, have compassion on us and help
us." Jesus answered him, "If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth." The
father cried out with tears, "Lord, I believe. Help
thou mine unbelief." I empathize with that father. I
believe Jesus can answer my prayers, but I would
be surprised if he will answer my prayers with my
little faith.
In Acts 12, we read that Peter was jailed.
Earnest prayer was made to God by the church for
Peter's release. He was freed by an angel and he
came in the middle of the night to join the church
members. These church members had been
praying day and night for his release. When the
servant girl, Rhoda, joyfully told the prayer group
that Peter was outside knocking on the door, their
response was, "You are mad." Then they said it was
not Peter but his angel. Those praying for Peter's
release believed in prayer or they would not have
gathered to pray. Yet they were greatly surprised
when their prayer was answered. Do we expect our
prayers to be answered? Would we be surprised if
they were?
A story in The Daily Bread in 1992 told of a
man who got a permit to open the first tavern in a
small town. The members of a local church were
strongly opposed to the bar, so they began to pray
that God would intervene. A few days before the
tavern was scheduled to open, lightning hit the
building and burned it to the ground. The people of
the church were surprised but pleased until they
received a notice that the tavern owner was suing
them. He contended that their prayers were
responsible for the burning of the tavern. They
denied the charge. At the end of the preliminary
hearing, the judge wryly remarked, "At this point, I
don't know what my decision will be, but it seems
the tavern owner believes in the power of prayer
and the church people don't."
They were surprised by answered prayer.
They prayed but didn't expect much to happen.
See Surprised p 4
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Pray expectantly. You will be
surprised by answered prayer.

Surprised from p 3

They denied that
their prayers had
caused the tavern
to burn down. They never dreamed that God
would burn down a tavern for them.
God once spoke to me in a dream. He said,
"Don't you trust me, Richard?" Give your prayers to
the Lord and trust him for the answer. Sometimes
God surprises us by answering a doubting prayer.
We pray, we wish, we hope, but we do not believe
anything will happen after we pray. I read in a
magazine, "The reason people usually get the
most remarkable answers to prayer in times of
great emergency is that at such times they keep
their prayers simple, direct, and spontaneous."
Remember the prayer of the publican: "Lord be
merciful to me a sinner." The thief on the cross:
"Lord, remember me when you come into your
kingdom." Those are simple prayers. Be direct.
Address God as Father, Lord, Savior. Tell God
what you need. Do not be afraid to be blunt. Be
persistent. Be spontaneous. Don't fight for words.
Pour out your heart and soul's desire. Say
anything that comes to your mind. Pray
expectantly. You will be surprised by answered
prayer.
Lord, thank you for answering our prayers
even when our faith is weak. Increase our faith
and help us to pray more expectantly.

Thank you

Thank you to Everyone Who Donated to Our
Reverse Advent Calendar!
When I was a child, I loved
my Advent Calendar. Each day
until Christmas I would open
one of the little paper doors,
read the Bible verse, and eat a
piece of chocolate. In a normal
Advent calendar, people count
down the days until Christmas
by taking something out of it.
In contrast, with the reverse
Thank you to
advent calendar, each day we
everyone who donated
placed an item into a box to
to the reverse advent
help a family in need or a local
calendar! We had so
many wonderful
charity. By the end of Advent,
donations to help local
the front of the sanctuary was
families. In this photo,
filled with boxes full of items to
Tim and William
help people who were in need
Glass take a whole
during this holiday season.
truck full of donations
Thank you so much to
to Family Services
everyone who donated items to
the church's Reverse Advent
Calendar! We received so many generous
donations that it took a pickup truck to move
everything. Your gifts helped to give local children a
Christmas. Donations were also used to help the
Untied Methodist Children's Home, Family Services,
the Altoona HUB, UMCOR, Victim Services, and the
Teen Shelter. We would also like to say a HUGE
THANK YOU to Tim and William Glass for helping
us to move the items!

to

Everyone Who
Donated to Gifts
for Jesus!
Each year, it
is our tradition to
give our
Christmas Eve
offering to charity.
This year, we
Food bank
received
approximately
$1,827. This money will be divided among the
Food Bank, Altoona HUB, United Methodist
Children's Home, and the Love Fund.

The Williams Family lights the
Advent Wreath during Advent
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Why Evil Exits

The Sew Pray Group
A Prayer Quilt Ministry

Group Study

Crime and Punishment
novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky
once said, "It is not God I do
not accept but the world he
has created." His most famous
book focuses on moral
dilemmas, mental anguish and
ethical justifications. It
discusses the struggles of facing consequences for
our actions.
Why do bad things happen to good people?
Why doesn't God intervene when trouble brews?
Can't God defeat Satan once and for all? These
are some of the questions we've grappled with in
our previous Bible study group.
With this study, we will begin to take a look at
the Great Courses Why Evil Exists led by
Professor Charles Mathewes. There are 36 total
lectures in the full course. Week one will be The
Nature and Origins of Evil and Evil As A Cosmic
Battle. This night will be followed by five more
weeks of lectures chosen by you, the group. You
will have a list of all 34 remaining topics and
choose the ten we will look at.
Group will meet in the fellowship study room
on Tuesdays from January 28 through March 3 at
6 pm for DVD, discussion and dessert. Group led
by Pam Harker.

Christ Community UMC
Christmas ensemble

We want to thank
everyone who participated in
the Kitchen Hand Towel
Project. To date we have
received $412.50 from this
project. Since many members
of the group and others
donated all of the supplies
needed for this project we
have these funds available to purchase material for
the new project we are working on. Some of the
group is working on making Super Hero Capes for
children in crisis situations. The material for with
the Super Heros already on it is on the expensive
side of fabric but with the profits from the sale we
are able to purchase some. We are also making
some of the capes of plain material and (using free
patterns from the internet) we make the insignias
and fuse them to the material. At this time Jennifer
has made contact with a children's group that are
quite interested in this donation and hope to have a
few more groups interested. In the meantime some
of the group are working on another men's quilt and
we do have a variety already completed in case of
need.
We aren't just a group of "sewers, cutters,
pressers, etc We are a group of women (currently
8 of us at times) who have fun working together,
sharing fellowship and often some of life's little
stumbles, learning new things and love serving our
Lord in a different way. We pray that our work has
brought comfort to people and that it continues to
be a congregational way of praying and showing
God's love to those in need.
Again, the group wants to thank all of those
who purchased towels and I personally want to
thank all of the group for their patience as we
attempt these new projects.

Gloria Frederick
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The sanctuary was filled on Christmas Eve with 99 white balloons- and one special sheep.

Members of our church family smile after decorating the church for Christmas
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