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Dear CCUMC Family,
Happy New Year! Have you ever heard of a “bucket list?” It is a slang term
for a list of goals a person wants to achieve before they pass on (i.e. “kick the
bucket). In the past, I kept a list of the things I wanted to do before my time on
earth was ended. On this list, I included things like “write a book,” “swim with
dolphins,” and “run a marathon.” I was so passionate about running a marathon
that I made it my New Year’s Resolution for 2020. It seemed very important to
me at the time. But that was an entire year ago. For many of us, things have
changed, and we have all had an opportunity to reflect on what truly matters to
us during this strange and tragic year.
By the time you read this message, it will be 2021. The past year has been a strange and sadly
tragic time for many of us. The year of 2020 has reminded all of us that life is a fragile and precious
gift. I cannot help but think how different this New Year’s Eve was from last year. Now that the year
has ended, I have to admit that I didn’t even come close to completing my goal of running a
marathon—but it seems so much less important after living through 2020.
In the scripture, we are told about two biblical characters who were very wise because they had
their “bucket lists,” set to prioritize God above all else. We are told in Luke that forty days after Jesus
was born, Mary and Joseph took him to the temple, as was the Jewish custom. They were expecting
their time at the temple to be a simple religious ceremony, a regular right of passage for their child.
Instead, they encountered Simeon and Anna.
Anna was a prophetess and Simeon was a righteous man. They were both well advanced in age,
and they had been waiting their entire lives to see the Messiah. When Simeon saw the baby Jesus, he
was overjoyed. Taking the child in his arms, he declared, “Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation (Luke 2:29-30).”
Simeon was ecstatic because he could now depart from this life with peace in his heart. He had at last
seen the Messiah. Anna was equally overjoyed (Luke 2:38). Although the lives of Simeon and Anna
were both drawing to a close, the beginning of Christ’s ministry had only begun.
At the beginning of 2020, a marathon seemed so important. Now
that the year has ended, I’m even more grateful for our church, our
friends, and our family. I have also started to reconsider the items that
I placed on my own “bucket list.” For so many years of my life, they all
seemed so important. Now, after the intense year we have all
experienced, I have come to an even deeper appreciation of how faith
in God is the most important thing in life. None of us are guaranteed
tomorrow. This pandemic has been a painful reminder for our world
that our earthly lives can end at any time and that even young people
can become ill and die.
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This year, I have made a different kind of
New Year’s Resolution. I am going to take a
lesson from Simeon and Anna. Instead of
focusing on something earthly and external, like
running a marathon and getting in shape, I am
instead going to place my focus on Christ. Like
Simeon and Anna, I am going to spend this year
(and all the future years of my life), looking for
the Messiah. I plan to keep a spiritual journal in
which I write down my experiences looking for
God in unexpected places. This year has taught
me that even when our church buildings are
closed, as was the sad case this past Easter
time, we can still find God in the precious and
holy moments of our lives. Little miracles

happen every day. Like Simeon and Anna, we
just need to open our eyes and look for them.
I’ll write to you again soon and let you know
how I am finding God in unexpected places. I
hope you will also feel free to give me a call or
chat with me after church to tell me how your
own “God sightings,” are going. Let us all join
together to open our eyes to the blessings that
God has given us. As John Wesley said in his
famous last words, “Best of all, God is with us.”
Happy New Year,

Rev. Rebecca
Cell: 570-854-8006

Memorial Plaque
This image shows the Memorial
Plaque that is located in the hallway
leading to the elevator on the
sanctuary level or our church. When
Tom and Gloria Brown passed away,
they left a large financial gift to our
church. Although they had no
children of their own, this gift helped
to leave a lasting legacy that would
benefit generations to come.
Over the past six years, we have
added names to the memorial plaque
to honor those who have passed
away and had donations made in
their name to Christ Community
UMC. Now that this plaque is full, we
will be starting a new plaque soon.
Please consider remembering the
church in your will or making a gift to
the church in honor of a loved one or
family member.
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Three Wee Kings
Characters:
King Dominance of
Paramount
King Laud of
Prestigia
King Copious of
Luxuria
Page
Page: His Royal Highness, Dominance the
Almighty, King of Paramount. (Trumpets sound
as he enters.)
His Sovereign Majesty, Laud the August,
King of Prestigia. (More trumpets as he enters.)
Supreme Ruler, Copious the Gainful, King of
Luxuria. (Another flourish of trumpets on his
entrance.)
King Dominance: I suppose, fellow monarchs,
that you are wondering why I have invited you
here.
King Copious: I was rather curious.
King Laud: Your invitation said it would be to
our advantage.
Dominance: Yes, yes indeed. I’ve found out
that January 6 is Three Kings Day. Now, you’re
a king, and you’re a king, and I’m a king, so that
makes us Three Kings. I thought we should join
together to celebrate. We can order everyone in
our kingdoms to honor us.
Laud: What a good idea. All our subjects can
come and bow to us and cheer for us.
Copious: Yes, and give us presents. I love
getting presents.
Page: Begging your pardon, sires, but I’m afraid
you’re mistaken.
Dominance: Mistaken? I’m the king! I’m never
mistaken.
Laud: No, no, the king is never mistaken. Not
fully cognizant, perhaps, but never mistaken.

Copious: Yes, yes, misinformed, one might
allow, but not mistaken.
Page: Well, then, you’re misinformed, because
that’s not what Three Kings Day is about. It’s to
honor the three kings that are part of the
Christmas story. We learned about it in Sunday
School. The day is also called Twelfth Night,
because it’s twelve days after Christmas. In
fact, the days between December 25 and
January 6 are the twelve days of Christmas.
January 6 marks when the Three Kings arrived
after their long journey to worship baby Jesus
and give him their gifts.
Copious: Give gifts? Kings don’t give gifts;
they get gifts.
Laud: Yes. And they don’t worship babies.
Kings have people bow down to them.
Dominance: And they don’t go on long
journeys. Kings send others on journeys for
them.
Copious: What sort of kings are these men
anyway?
Page: Well my Sunday School teacher says
we’ve probably used the wrong word to refer to
them. They weren’t really kings. They’re better
described as “wisemen” or “magi.” They were
men who studied the stars and when they saw a
very bright star, they knew God had sent it to
announce the birth of a new king in Israel. So
they traveled hundreds of miles, following the
star, until they found the infant.
Dominance: I’m sure they weren’t kings, then.
Kings don’t travel hundreds of miles, just to see
a baby.
Laud: No, people bring their babies to see the
king!
Page: But this was a very special baby. He is
the greatest king ever.
Copious: Greater than me?
Laud: Greater than I?
Dominance: Greater than ourself?
Page: Yes. He’s the King of Kings. God’s own
son. Born to be the savior of the world.
Laud: Yet only three men came to see him?
Page: Well, we’re not really sure how many
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magi there were. Tradition has said there were
three men, because they brought three gifts:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Copious: They gave away gold? I love gold.
Gold and silver and diamonds and rubies and
emeralds. Having all these riches and jewels is
the best part of being a king.
Laud: No, I disagree. The best part of being a
king is having everyone cheer you, and bow
down before you.
Dominance: For me, the best part of being a
king is giving orders. People do whatever you
say. You snap your fingers and attendants
come running to do anything you command.
Page: Well that’s what’s so remarkable about
this baby. Jesus is the King of Kings. Yet he
was born in a stable to poor, humble parents.
And he came not to receive gifts or be cheered,
but to serve and to willingly give his life as a
sacrifice for our sins.
Laud: That is remarkable. Kings don’t give their
lives for others.
Dominance: No, others die for us.
Copious: I think I’d like to see this baby. I
propose, for Three Kings Day, we should join
these wisemen and go and see this baby.
Page: With all due respect, sires, I’m afraid that
would be impossible.
Dominance: Impossible? A king’s desires are
never impossible.
Laud: No, no, you never tell a king his wishes
are impossible. An inefficient application of
resources, perhaps, but never impossible.
Copious: Yes, yes. Inadvisable, one might
suggest, but not impossible.
Page: Well, then it’s inadvisable, because
Jesus was born as a baby over 2000 years ago.
He grew up and taught and healed and
eventually was put to death on a cross. But
then he rose from the dead and ascended into
heaven.
Laud: So we can’t meet him then?
Page: Oh, yes. You can still meet the risen
Jesus if you accept him as your savior and give
your life to him and let him into your heart. And

what’s more, Jesus says that whenever you do
something to help another person in need, you
are doing it to him. So in a way, everyone you
meet is Jesus.
Dominance: I’ve just had an idea. We could
observe Three Kings Day by going out and
serving others.
Laud: We could encourage people and cheer
those who are feeling down. What an
inspiration!
Copious: We could give some of our riches to
help people in need. How enlightening.
Dominance: Yes. It’s quite an epiphany.
Page: That’s very appropriate, sires, because
Epiphany is another name for Three Kings Day.
Epiphany means a revealing or enlightening.
The wisemen saw the light of the star, and their
coming meant that the news of Jesus’s birth was
for all people everywhere.
Dominance: Come along, let’s plan what we’re
going to do.
Copious: It will be rather fun, giving instead of
getting.
Laud: The idea makes me quite giddy!
Dominance: It certainly is a variant of what
kings usually do.
Laud: Yes, we’ll be known everywhere.
Copious: Perhaps they’ll even write a song
about us: We Three Kings, a variant are…
Dominance: That’s terrible.
Copious: A king’s words are never terrible.
Laud: No, no. Not yet perfect, perhaps, but
never terrible. (They exit)
Page: Happy Three Kings Day. (exit)
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Highlights from 2020
It is a good spiritual practice to always find
something for which to be thankful. Although
2020 was a sad and tragic year, we also
experienced many blessings. Here is a quick
recap of some the high points at Christ
Community from our past year…
# We are grateful for the gift of technology,
which helped to keep us all connected. We all
learned so much about technology! We learned
how to attend online Bible Study and livestream
worship services. Through the wonder of
technology, we had special music from our
sister church and from some of the youth in the
congregation.
# We are grateful for the US Postal Service.
During the time our church was closed, Pastor
Rebecca and Jeff used weekly mailings to send
out sermons, news, and Lenten devotional
materials. It’s amazing how fast and efficient the
postal service can be!
# A tree fell on our church (oh no!), but no one
was injured (hooray!). Furthermore, we are so
grateful that our insurance covered the cost of
repairs. We are also grateful for other churches
within our Methodist connection, many of whom
volunteered to come help clean up if we needed
them. VIM offered to help as well, and some
churches donated money to help with extra
costs that insurance didn’t cover.
# We gave away over 1200+ gallons of milk!
We partnered with our sister church (Llyswen)
and the Farm Bureau in order to give away over
a thousand gallons of milk to the neighborhood.
# We helped approximately 100 families at the
clothing giveaway! Although Pastor Rebecca
had to be away when the giveaway took place,
our church family banded together and made
this huge outreach happen.

# Our Harvest Home Food Drive provided a
Thanksgiving Dinner for a dozen local families!
This year, many people who had never
experienced money troubles in the past found
themselves struggling to make ends meet.
Thank you so much to everyone who donated to
our food drive.
# Our Love Fund helped lots of families! This
year, gifts to our love fund helped two local
families who had their homes lost or damaged in
a fire, as well as numerous people who were
experiencing financial distress due to the
pandemic. Thank you to everyone who donated
and who gave gift cards!
# A Multitude of Masks
Two of our Sew Pray
members, Gloria
Frederick and Carol
Foor made numerous
masks of several
different designs and
shared them with both
our churches, the HUB
and the United
Methodist Children’s
Home.

Gifts for Jesus
Every year, we give away our Christmas Eve
offering. This is our way of giving a birthday
present to Jesus! This year, we collected the
following amounts for charity:
Christ Community’s Love Fund:
$386.50
Disability Ministries:
$335.50
Altoona Food Bank:
$280.50
Salvation Army:
$215.50
In addition, this year the Pairs & Spares
Sunday School Class went above and beyond
and gave the following additional gifts:
Central PA Humane Society:
$100.00
Toys 4 Tots:
$100.00
Altoona Food Bank:
$200.00
Salvation Army:
$100.00
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Online Lenten Bible Study
An Online Lenten Bible Study will be on
Wednesdays at 6:30PM. For the season of
Lent, we will be studying women in the New
Testament. The Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday evenings using ZOOM. If you would
like to participate, you can phone in or use the
link which will be emailed. Our focus will begin
by exploring women’s place in Ancient Rome
and conclude with a focus on the women of the
Easter Story.

Each meeting will last approximately 30-45
minutes.
Wednesday, February 24th Introduction:
Women’s Role in the Roman World/ Lydia
Wednesday, March 3rd: Annanis and Sapphira/
Priscilla & Aquila
Wednesday: March 10th: The Syrophoenician
Woman, Tabitha, Damaris, Phoebe
Wednesday, March 24th: Mary of Bethany,
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of Jesus

On December 24th, we offered
two very small in person worship
services, one of which was live
streamed to Facebook. We also
created a pre-recorded worship
service in high resolution that was
uploaded to YouTube. In this photo,
you can see the Christmas worship
team: Alex (piano & viola), Nate
(technology), and Tim V (verger).

THANK YOU to everyone who donated presents! This
year, we provided Christmas gifts for two very special kids
from two different families. Your generosity helped them both
to have a very Merry Christmas! Thank you for helping to
make a BIG difference in the lives of these families. The
parents were incredibly grateful for the help during this
difficult year. God bless you all and Merry Christmas!
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