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Dear CCUMC Family,
Happy New Year! The new church year began in Advent, but the secular
world has finally caught up with us. In honor of the New Year, I would like to
encourage you all to make a very special New Year’s Resolution with me. I am
inviting our entire church family to join me as we read the Bible together over the
course of 2022. As United Methodists, we believe that the Holy Scriptures
contain all truths necessary for salvation. The Bible is the greatest book ever
written and it includes the greatest story ever told: The Story of God’s love for
us. Some scholars have even pointed out that “The Bible is God’s love letter to
God’s people.”
Read the entire Bible in Just Five Days a week!
Reading the entire Bible can feel like a daunting task. But it doesn’t have to be! Reading the Bible on a
regular basis can help us grow spiritually and be fun. To help guide us on our journey, I have selected a
reading plan to help guide us. This reading plan only requires that we read the Bible five days a week. This
leaves a few days for wiggle room for when life gets busy. The plan also goes chronologically. Each day
includes a reading from the Old Testament and New Testament. Some days also include a Psalm. Small
compact copies of the reading plan are available at church, but I will also include the readings for each
month in the newsletter. (Please note: I did not create this plan. It was made by FiveDayBibleReading.com.
This plan may be reproduced free of charge by individuals and churches as long as it is not altered or sold for
profit.)

One Step Further: And a Prize!
Psychological studies have shown that we are more likely to stick to a new habit if we write things down.
For example, people who want to learn an instrument maintain a more consistent practice schedule if they
keep a practice log or people who want to eat healthier foods are more successful when they keep a food
diary. If you’re really excited and committed to this plan like I am, I encourage you to keep a regular reading
journal or diary about what you are reading. The journal entries can be as brief as one or two sentences. The
journal can be in any format, such as a word document, iPhone note, or in a notebook.
For example, a typical journal entry might read something like this:
Day 2: January 3rd, 2022: I read Genesis 3-5 and Mark 2. The story of the fall from grace makes me sad.
What type of Angel is a cherubim? I’ll have to look that up.
At the end of the year, if you have completed reading the entire Bible and share your completed reading
journal with me, you will earn a prize! Of course, reading the entire Bible is in and of itself a huge prize, but if
you are trying to inspire the young people in your life to read along with you, a prize might encourage them!

Pastor Rebecca
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Bible readings for the first nine weeks.
Week 1
Genesis 1-2; Psalm 19; Mark 1
Gen 3-5; Mark 2
Gen 6-8; Psalm 104; Mark 3
Gen 9-11; Mark 4
Gen 12-15; Psalm 148; Mark 5

Week 7
Exodus 32-34; Philippians 3
Exodus 35-37; Psalm 26; Phil 4
Exodus 38-40; Hebrews 1
Leviticus 1-3; Psalm 27; Heb 2
Lev 4-7; Heb 3

Week 2
Genesis 16-18; Mark 6
Gen 19-20; Psalm 1; Mark 7
Gen 21-23; Psalm 107; Mark 8
Gen 24-25; Psalm 4; Mark 9
Gen 26-27; Mark 10

Week 8
Leviticus 8-11; Ps 110; Hebrews 4
Lev 12-14; Psalm 111; Heb 5
Lev 15-18; Psalm 31; Heb 6
Lev 19-20; Heb 7
Lev 21-23; Heb 8

Week 3
Genesis 28-29; Mark 11
Gen 30-31; Psalm 11; Mark 12
Gen 32-34; Psalm 145; Mark 13
Gen 35-37; Psalm 12; Mark 14
Gen 38-40; Mark 15

Week 9
Leviticus 24-25; Psalm 81; Hebrews 9
Lev 26-27; Psalm 112; Heb 10
Numbers 1-2; Psalm 64; Heb 11
Num 3-5; Heb 12
Num 6-7; Heb 13

Week 4
Genesis 41-42; Mark 16
Gen 43-44; Psalm 24; Galatians 1
Gen 45-46; Psalm 108; Gal 2
Gen 47-48; Psalm 25; Gal 3
Gen 49-50; Gal 4

Morning Bible Study
You’re Invited to a Morning Bible Study at Our
Sister Church, Llyswen (308 Coleridge Ave.
Altoona PA 16602)
We will be having a Bible Study at Llyswen on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30AM. The study will
last for six weeks and each session runs
approximately 45 minutes to one hour. Bring your
Bibles and join us for a delightful morning of
learning and fellowship! This is the same content
we explored during previous Bible Studies at
CCUMC, but you are welcome to join us in case
you missed it the first time.
Dates: January 12th, January 19th, January
26th, February 2nd, February 9th and February
16th at 10:30AM

Week 5
Exodus 1-3; Gal 5
Exodus 4-6; Gal 6
Exodus 7-9; Psalm 105; Ephesians 1
Exodus 10-12; Eph 2
Exodus 13-15; Psalm 114; Eph 3
Week 6
Exodus 16-18; Eph 4
Exodus 19-21; Psalm 33; Eph 5
Exodus 22-24; Psalm 109; Eph 6
Exodus 25-27; Psalm 90; Philippians 1
Exodus 28-31; Phil 2
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Harvest Home
THANK YOU to everyone who donated food
this year to our Harvest Home Thanksgiving food
drive! Thanks to your generous gifts, we were able
to help sixteen local families in need. Each family
received a box of food and a gift card to a local
store to buy a turkey. Everyone who came and
picked up their food was incredibly grateful.
Thank you for giving these local families a
happy Thanksgiving!

Gifts For Jesus
Thank you to everyone who donated this year
to Gifts for Jesus! This year, we divided up our
Christmas Eve offering between four worthy
charities; The Altoona HUB, The Altoona Public
Library, The UMC Disability Ministries Committee,
and The United Methodist Children’s Home in
Mechanicsburg.
Altoona District M.C. HUB
UM children’s home
Disability ministries:
Library
Total

$513.50
$493.50
$473.50
$453.50

The Tabernacle
a Bible Study

$1,934.00

Join us Monday evenings at 6:30, beginning
January 24 for six weeks, to explore a life-size
replica of the tabernacle of the wilderness. Pastor
Bernard MDiv will explain how every object draws
us closer to God and points to the life and work of
Christ in each of his 30 minute videos. Video time
will be followed by a period of discussion. The
objects we will look at are: The Tabernacle, The
Altar of Burnt Offering, The Bronze Laver, The
Lampstand, The Table of Bread and Altar of
Incense and The
Veil, Ark, and
Mercy Seat.
Study is lead by
Pam Harker. We'll
have dessert and
beverages. Rides
provided by calling
814-931-3423.

THANK YOU for Your Kind and
Heartfelt Christmas Gifts!
Rev. Rebecca, Connie Loose (church
secretary) and Patty Piper (church sexton) would all
like to say a deep and sincere thank you to the
congregation for your very kind and generous
Christmas gifts to each of us. It was deeply
appreciated. Rev. Rebecca and Jeff were able to
use their gift to offset some of the costs for their
regular trips to Philadelphia. You are a wonderful
congregation and it is a joy to be on this journey of
life with you. God bless you all!
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A Story of the Angel Tree and
Harvest Home:
One Family’s Gratitude
This Christmas, our church
family joined together to do an
Angel Tree Ministry. The
outpouring of generosity was
amazing. We were able to help
make Christmas special for
fourteen different children. Each
child received a hat, gloves,
scarf, Children’s Bible, a “just for
fun” book, and a toy. The
youngest child was four and the
oldest child was a teenager. Your generosity
helped to make Christmas special for these young
people and their families.
I wanted to take some time to lift up the story of
one particular family who you helped through your
kindness:

Thank you to everyone
who donated to harvest home!
In this photo, Gloria Fredrick, Carol Foor,
Barb Elder and Bev Motsic pack boxes of
food for families in need.

we were able to make sure that the Smith family
had lots of food for a Thanksgiving dinner. All five
of their children also received gifts from our Angel
Tree. The children were especially grateful and
they were so excited about all of their presents.
During our Harvest Home drive, we collected
some toiletries as well as food. We gave some of
these toiletries to the Smith Family. It was humbling
to see how excited the teenage girl was over the
assorted soaps and shampoos. Seeing her joy
made me think just how blessed I am in my own life
because I have always had enough money to buy
the shampoo and hair products I need for my long
hair.
Little things
make a difference.
A small mustard
seed grows to
become a very big
tree. Thank you for
your generosity
this holiday
A mustard tree
season. The seeds
of love and
kindness you sowed this holiday season touched
the Smith family and many others in unexpected
ways. Thank you for spreading Christ’s love.

The Smith Family (Name
Changed to Protect Their Privacy)
The Smith Family lives here in Altoona where
they rent their home. They are kind and
hardworking people who are doing their best to get
by. They are loving parents with five children.
Three of the kids are their biological children and
two are adopted. They were all deeply troubled
when Mrs. Smith became dangerously ill. They
weren’t sure what was wrong, so they visited many
different doctors. Finally, they discovered the sad
news that Mrs. Smith had a rare heart condition.
Upon further investigation, they realized that their
youngest child had that same condition as well.
This explained his many health problems.
Mrs. Smith is currently waiting for a heart
transplant. Although she is trying to stay positive,
she became particularly weak and was hospitalized
again in November. They got her condition stable
and she was able to come home just one day
before Thanksgiving.
Because of the generosity of our church family,
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Joe and Celia Fagnani, Don and Patty Kraft, Patty
Piper and others enjoy cookies and meatballs

Just for Fun
Holiday Party at the Parsonage!
On Saturday, December 18, 2021, Rev.
Rebecca and Jeff held a holiday party at the
parsonage. Although there was some rough weather
that evening, some brave souls were still able to
venture out into the cold. We had friends join us
from Jeff’s two churches (Bald Eagle and
Grazierville UMC in Tyrone), our sister church
(Llyswen), and our congregation. Rev. Rebecca
borrowed crock pots from the church and from her
mother-in-law to make one hundred meatballs (in
the future, she wants to learn how to use a roaster).
She also made approximately 500 cookies! It was a
delight to see everyone and to spend time in
fellowship.

Jeff and a member from one of the two churches
he is now serving

Barb Elder, Linda Prince, Patty Piper, Bob and Joy
Estright, Mark and Susan Biseli, Pam and Doug Harker,
Dave and Sue Plank (Llyswen) and Joe and Celia Fagnani

Gary and Marsha Johnson, Mark and Susan
Biseli, Pam and Doug Harker
» Nate and Alex, with a member from
Llyswen (Jimmy) smiling in the background
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gratitude. Rabbi Audrey and Rev. Rebecca
planned the service. The Bishop of the Allegheny
Lutheran Synod delivered the message. District
Superintendent Rev. Dr. Joleen Willis was also in
attendance. Other Methodist Clergy who attended
were: Rev. Charles Baughman (formerly of Llyswen),
Rev. Fred Hickok (East End and Jaggard), and Rev.
Dr. Rady Willis (Wehnwood UMC)

Inter-faith
Thanksgiving Worship Service
Christ Community UMC was honored to host the
Inter-Fatih Community Thanksgiving service in
November. Clergy from many different
denominations joined us to share reflections on

Clergy from many different denominations before
the Thanksgiving service

“Pop up” choir for the Inter-faith
Thanksgiving service.

Painting Party
Join us on March 11 at 7PM
for a painting party
The cost is $35.
Masks are required for everyone.
It will be held at
Christ Community Church.
Sign up on the bulletin board or by
calling Pam Harker or
Connie at the church office.
814-942-5586
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Blessed Are Those Who Share Their Talents
Thank you to the Sew Pray group who has a Prayer Quilt
Ministry and every single one of you who join together and make
quilts, squares and capes with love. The time, thought and prayers
that go into these have a ripple effect that you will never see or be
thanked for.
I personally appreciate you allowing me to take these and
distribute them to guests staying at The Wingate hotel here in
Altoona. Many times people show up for check in because they have
a family member staying at UPMC. Sometimes these stays are
booked in advance. Many times they are unexpected and people
arrive in a state of chaos, not knowing what tomorrow will bring for
their loved one. We also have people in for out patient procedures
who are from out of the area.
You've allowed me to have a supply on hand and I use the conversations I have with the guests to
determine who will appreciate one. I feel God leading me each time I present one to a guest.

Here are a few of the recipient's stories:
The first one I gave was to a woman named Brenda. Her 32 year old son
Ryan had a stroke and she arrived believing he had days to live. She had to
make the decision to remove him from life support. She was incredibly touched
that a stranger would care enough to give her the prayer square. After several
weeks at the hotel, she was transporting her son to her home town for extensive
rehab.
Heather was dying of brain cancer. Her mom arrived when doctors said she
had a couple days left. She used the prayer square for the next two weeks as
she sat next to Heather's bed flooded with beautiful memories of a life well lived
although cut short. She is taking your idea back to her church to replicate.
I gave a prayer (Super Hero) cape to a newborn premature little girl's mom
who was so happy her daughter was coming home. She will grow into the cape
in no time. It will be used as a blanket until then.
Rebecca's brother came into town to stay while she had surgery for breast
cancer. He presented her with the prayer square and she came in to thank me. She looked remarkably well
and had the most positive attitude. She told me how her faith gets her
through the tough times.
So many people are hurting all around us. We never know when
we will be given the opportunity to make a difference with our words
and kindness. Since I've been working close to the hospital and
meeting many people in these situations, I believe God has me in the
exact right place at this time.
Again, THANK YOU for your work in this ministry.

Pam Harker
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crowds to the park. It was set to open initially on
August 17th 1923, but due to delays in
preparations, the Grand opening did not take place
until August 26th1923.
The Altoona Tribune reported the following on
Monday August 28th 1923:
New Bathing Beach Attracts Hundreds
“With the weather just right for bathing and the
resort open for its initial Sunday business, Nela
beach, the city's new swimming pool in Pleasant
Valley, attracted thousands from Altoona and
adjacent communities yesterday afternoon. Parties
from points more than 100 miles distance came to
give the pool a tryout and so many spectators were
there that the bathers were obliged to take their
sand bath in the water. The new pool covers an
area of 175 by 300 feet and is so graded in depth to
permit for diving and swimming and wading.
Concreted throughout, there is an eight foot sand
beach all the way around the pool and on the North
and West sides are boardwalks. An orchestra stand
has been erected in the center of the pool to which
boats convey the musicians.
Water for the pool is piped from a mountain
spring on Brush Mountain. A force pump has been
installed to conduct the water into the bathhouse

“A Sign for Christmas”
Nela Beach
By Jeffery D. Holland
Christmas is the time of year when we
remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
One of the many ways we have come to celebrate
Christmas is by giving and receiving of gifts. This
year, I have to say I was given a gift which I was
truly pleased to receive. As most of you know I am
an avid student of local history and I collect
photographs and items from the past of Blair
County especially Altoona, Pa; therefore, I was very
touched and pleased when one of our faithful
congregants, Dale Sheesley, gave me a wonderful
piece of local history. (See Photo) Dale so
generously gave me this wonderful old aluminum
sign advertising Nela Beach in Altoona, Pa. It says,
“One of America’s Finest Inland Bathing Beaches.”
I really want to thank Dale for this gift. It is now a
prized part of my collection. Like many other pieces
in my collection, it inspired me to do a bit of
research into the story of Nela Beach. Here’s what I
uncovered:
Nela Beach was built by W. H. Davis, J. R.
Davis & C. R. Fluke (all of Altoona, Pa.) in 1923.
The park was located at what today is the corner of
South 16th Street and Valley View Boulevard. The
site is presently the location of Health First
Chiropractic and the Altoona Beauty School. Nela
Beach was heavily promoted in the local
newspapers to increase excitement and drive
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because the force of the pipe is not sufficiently
strong to carry the water into the buildings.
The bath house is 276' long and 28' wide and
contains separate compartments for both men and
women, each equipped with 87 booths. There are
check rooms with a capacity for 2000 outfits. A Red
Cross tent equipped with first aid material and
manned by competent persons adjoins the
bathhouse.
Although Saturday was the opening day for the
pool, yesterday's crowd was by far the larger of the
two days. Perfect order prevailed throughout the
day and no accident of any consequence was
reported. The new resort is in charge of Ray and
Harry Davis both of Altoona and George Good of
Patton.”
All that is said above here is a description of
Nela Beach and its amenities that I was able to
compile from newspaper records. The all concrete
pool, which was the primary feature of the park,
was 175 feet wide by 300 feet long varying in depth
to accommodate wadding, swimming, and diving. It
took 1.5 million gallons of water pumped from a
mountain spring on Brush Run to fill the pool. The
water was filtered and circulated in and out of the
pool at nine gallons per second. The management
were very intentional to make the public aware that
the water was clean and sanitary. This helped to
put the minds of the public at ease. The pool also
featured a band stand in the center to which the
musicians and their instruments had to be carried
by boat. Another feature touted to the public was a

large slide that could accommodate 7 persons at
once and was said to be the largest of its kind
anywhere. The pool was also furnished with lights
to allow for swimming at night. Upon exiting the
pool there was an eight foot perimeter of sand
surrounding the edge of the pool provided for sun
bathing. Additionally a boardwalk was built along
the north and west edges of the pool. The
admission fee for the pool was 25 cents.
Adjoining the board walk were two large
buildings. The first was a two story structure the
first floor of which contained amusements,
refreshments, and games such as ski ball, a
shooting gallery, photograph gallery, penny arcade,
and a shop selling beach wear. The second floor
was a large dance hall that had an early version of
a disco ball called a “crystal ball” it was made from
3000 small mirrors and “when colored lights are
flashed on them give the effect of a snow scene.”
At the time when it was installed in 1927, it was
said to be one of only three “crystal balls” in the
United States.
The second building housed changing rooms for
men and women each with 87 stalls and clothing
check facilities for thousands as well as restrooms.
There was also a staffed first aid tent as well as a
merry go round and Ferris wheel.
Aside from the obvious attraction to the
swimming pool, Nela Beach was a hot spot for
dancing in the second floor dance hall. The park
held dances with live music being preformed by
traveling acts weekly in season. Admission to the
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dances for men was 75 cents while for women it
was 25 cents. The management of the park also
regularly booked performers such as high divers
and musicians. In 1924, the park displayed the
Golden Mermaid Statue which was the original
prize trophy for the winner of the Atlantic City
Golden Mermaid Contest. This same contest would
later become the Miss America Pageant. Park
management in between 1923 and 1926 seasons
seemed to work hard to gain people’s attention and
drive patronage to the park.
In 1927, the management of the park changed
hands. All the concession and other operational
positions were advertised for hire. I noticed while
doing most of this research in the newspaper
records that the amount of advertising dropped off
significantly in the 1927 and 1928 seasons.
One of the few mentions of the park in 1928
was that of a lawsuit between the park’s owners the
Davis brothers and Chathams Electrical Company.
A suit was brought against the owners of the park
alleging that they had not paid for the water pump
equipment installed by Chathams. The Davis
brothers claimed that the pump was faulty and had
failed to preform the task as promised by
Chathams. Despite my best efforts, I was not able
to find the result of this lawsuit.

In 1929 there was no mention of the park being
open for the season at all.
An article published on May 3rd 1930 in the
Altoona Tribune states that:
“Nela beach, once the mecca for thousands of
people on Sundays and holidays, is now almost a
ruin. Several years ago the promoters of the resort
park spent thousands of dollars in installing
expensive and attractive equipment in the park in
Pleasant Valley. Other funds were expended in
engaging music and entertainment for patrons and
bathers who visited there. There was a large
swimming pool, a floating island, slides and other
bathing accessories. An excellent dance floor, with
a large crystal ball, was erected and famous
orchestras were brought to the pavilion.
But the place failed to click after one
prosperous season, and after a vain attempt to
come back, was abandoned. Now the concrete
bottom of the pool is cracked and overgrown with
weeds, the buildings are out of line and decaying,
the boardwalks are full of holes where boards have
been torn up, and the place has a deserted and
dilapidated appearance. Only the advertisements
painted on the board fence around the pool give
evidence of former prosperity. It is reputed that the
cause of the failure of the resort was lack of
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adequate transportation facilities. Not withstanding
the failure of Nela Beach. It is reported the
promoters are contemplating another entertainment
venture.”
When I read that, I thought that was the final
chapter in the story of Nela Beach, but there was
one short lived final act to come.
In 1949, the City of Altoona’s Park and
Recreation Board announced that the commission

had cleared the dirt and old trees from the former
Nela Beach Pool and had flooded it with water in
order to provide a place for Pleasant Valley area
children to ice skate. It seems this met with limited
success due to a mild winter. The following year in
1950 the former pool was stocked with carp and
other fish to allow for juvenile fishing; however, in
1951 both ice skating and fishing were permanently
suspended by the owners of the property. It seems
the owners stopped allowing the use of the former
Nela Beach “pond” due to children fishing in it on
Sundays, this violated the terms set for it’s use.
During the Christmas season, we give gifts to
commemorate the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ.
I am very grateful for the Christmas gift of this Nela
Beach sign. The journey through history was great
fun as I learned more about this unique piece of our
community’s past. At it’s peak, Nela Beach was a
gift to the community where many happy memories
were made. It is my hope that you were able to
make many happy memories of your own with our
church family this Christmas Season. Spring will be
here soon, but until then, whenever I drive past the
former site where this pool once stood, I can’t help
but take a
moment to
fantasize about
warmer weather
and what it must
have been like at
Nela Beach.
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