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Gifts For Jesus:
Sierra Leone Ministry . . $431.00
HUB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $336.00
Vets Home . . . . . . . . . . $361.00
Disability Ministry . . . . . $361.00
Food Bank  . . . . . . . . . $232.00

From left to right: Madison, 
Rev. Rebecca, Alex, Hope, and Kyle 

during Christmas Eve Rehearsal. Thank 
you to everyone who joined us for our

Christmas Eve worship!
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Dear CCUMC Family, 

Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas season and
a blessed New Year.

Thank You to Everyone Who Donated to Gifts for Jesus! 
 I wanted to thank everyone who donated to our Christmas Eve Offering. This

year, we divided our Christmas Eve Offering among four worthy causes: The
United Methodist Sierra Leone Mission, The United Methodist Disabilities,
Committee, the Veteran's Home, and The
Altoona HUB. Some extra donations were
made to the Food Bank. We call this "Gifts
for Jesus," because we give in

remembrance of the greatest gift of all, our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Every little bit helps, and you would be surprised and the great
impact that can come from small but sincere gifts. The scripture
tells us that "God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7)," and
that "where your treasure is, there your heart will be also
(Matthew 6:21)."

Jesus spoke about the power of small things when he compared
faith to a mustard seed. We only need the tiniest portion of faith in
Christ to be saved. It is good to have a great amount of faith, but we
can be saved even if we only have a tiny mustard seed amount of faith.
God can work enormous wonders with the smallest and most humble
tools. 

Small Things Make a Huge Impact!

I was thinking about the power of small things recently when I
sustained a "glitter induced knitting injury." I received some new yarn
for Christmas and I was so excited to try working with it. The yarn was
velvety soft and had sparkles in it. I decided that I would try to knit a hat
with it to match my winter coat.

I smiled as I cast on my stitches and began working in the round.
Although I know how to crochet, I'm still a new knitter and I have a lot to
learn. I to rip out all of the stitches and restart eight times! But I was
determined to finish my hat. I would not let this new yarn beat me!  

 I had been working on my project for several hours when Jeff came
into the living room. He looked around and exclaimed, "What are you
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doing? There is glitter everywhere! There is glitter on the couch, on the table, and even on the dog!" 
At the time, I thought Jeff was just being grumpy. "I'll run the vacuum cleaner later," I said. "And

don't worry—a little glitter never hurt anything!" I had no idea how wrong I was. 
It took me several weeks to finally finish my hat. I felt proud and accomplished once my project was

off the needles. I was very pleased with myself because it was the first adult sized hat that I had ever
knit. I put on my new sparkly hat and snapped a quick photo. 

Then something dreadful happened. I felt a sharp stab in my right eye. I instinctively rubbed at my
eye, but that only made it worse. 

The realization dawned on me that one of the pieces of glitter had fallen off my new hat and gotten
into my eye. I did my best to flush my eye out in the sink, but that single tiny piece of glitter caused
some serious discomfort. I called my eye doctor, and he recommended that I use ointment in my eye for
several days until the pain abated. 

If you noticed me winking at you this past Sunday morning, it was because my eye was still a little
sore. At the time of this writing, I am happy to say that I am fully recovered from my "glitter injury," but
the incident served as an important reminder: Tiny things can make a huge difference! It only takes a
little piece of glitter in your eye to cause pain for days. But conversely, it only takes a kind word or one
good deed to someone's week.

Let's Share Christ's Love in Ways Great and Small this New Year!
This New Year, my goal is to focus on the small, everyday kindnesses that I can do to help others.

Jesus said that as Christians, we are called to be like "salt" and "yeast." Any baker will tell you that with
salt, a little goes a long way. And it only takes a little yeast to leaven the whole loaf (Matthew 13:33 &
Mark 9:50). 

A single candle can drive back the darkness, and a tiny pebble can fell a great giant.
This New Year, it is my prayer for all of us that we will continue to do our small but significant part as

individuals and a church family to be salt and light to the world. 
Also—I hope we all learn from my mistakes and beware of glitter.   

God Bless You this New Year and Always, 

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland 

P.S. Congratulations to everyone who read the entire
Bible along with us last year! I hope you had as much
fun as I did. If you completed the Bible in a Year Plan,
please be sure to pick up a cross bookmark from the
back of the church. I crocheted them using bright
green yarn. I chose the color green because it reminds
me of God’s beautiful creation.   
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Connie and her husband
jim at her retirement party.

Thank you to everyone who donated to our
Harvest Home food drive! We fed over 12
local families in need! In this photo,
church members pack boxes full of food.

Connie and Doris. Congrats
on your retirement, Connie!

Welcome, Doris!

A Sincere “Thank You,” 
From Rev. Rebecca & Jeff

Dear CCUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for your generous
Christmas gift to us! We really appreciate it.
Your generosity has deeply touched our
hearts. We will use your kind gift the next time
we go to Will’s Eye in Philadelphia to see
Rebecca’s glaucoma specialist. It will help to
ease the burden of travel expenses. Please
know that we deeply appreciate you. 

With Love, 

Rev. Rebecca & Jeff 

Harvest Home

Connie Retires

Connie, our long
time beloved church
secretary, retired at the
end of December 2022.
We will miss her very
much! It was our joy to
celebrate Connie’s
retirement by gathering
together for a small
retirement party. We had
lunch together, shared
snacks, and Connie
opened her presents. 

As a church family,
we joined together to
give Connie a special gift
to thank her for her service. An artistically gifted
member of our administrative council, Hope, used
her crafting abilities to create a poster for Connie
that we kept in the back
of the sanctuary for
several weeks. Everyone
was invited to sign the
poster and thank Connie
for her service. We put
the poster in a frame,
wrapped it, and
presented it to her at her
retirement party. 

Although we will
miss Connie greatly, we
are grateful for our new
church secretary, Doris Good! Doris has many
years of secretarial experience and we know that
she will be a huge asset to our church family.

Congratulations on your retirement, Connie!
May God bless you and Jim on this next chapter in
your lives. 

Welcome, Doris! We are so blessed to have
you with us!  

Our church office hours have changed slightly.
The church office is now open Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9AM until 2PM> 
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Volunteers in Mission

Do you feel God nudging you to step out of your
comfort zone?
Maybe it would be great for you to go on a mission
journey.
Check out Our Facebook Page Altoona District VIM
Marti Shiffler 814-946-9412 (814-329-1074)
_________________________________________ 
Bus trip to see the show
 “Moses” @ Sight and Sound Theatre
Thursday, April 13, 2023

Sponsored by Volunteers in Mission

Deposit to reserve seat ($75.)
payment in full by feb. 28, 2023 total $150.
Price includes meal, bus, and show ticket
 
Checks payable to “Altoona District VIM”
Mail to : Marti Shiffler 349 Nelson Road Altoona Pa 16601 
List who you would like to sit with
Buses leave Altoona Lowes @10:15am; One Goes to Old
Peebles (Hunt); One Goes to Walmart (Everett)

Tear off top portion and keep      

# of adults  _________ ‘x $150.00 = __________________

# of children (3-12)___________  x $118. = ____________

Deposit # of tickets ___________ x $75 =    _____________
 
Phone number (important) __________________________

Name __________________________________________

Email address_______________________________________

Please print legibly 

Lenten Bible Study
Witness at the Cross 

by Dr. A.J. Levine

Monday evenings at 6:30PM! 
• Feb 27th: Simon of Cyrene, Bystanders, and
Scoffers
• March 6th: The Other Victims
• March 13th: The Soldier
• March 20th: The Beloved Disciple
• March 27th: The Women
• April 3rd: Joseph of Arimethea

You don’t need to read the book to join us, but
we have a free copy you are welcome to borrow
from the church library! 

In Witness at the Cross, Amy-Jill Levine
shows how the people at the cross each have
distinct roles to play. Each Evangelist presents a
distinct picture of the death of Jesus. Each
portrays different individuals and groups of people
at the cross, each offers different images and
dialogues, and so from each, we learn how those
meanings and messages cross the centuries to
any who would come to the cross today.

Each Gospel has its own story to tell, all the
witnesses have their own memories, and every
listener comes away with a new insight. The
witnesses at the Crucifixion watch Jesus die, and
we watch with them, and we watch them. And we
come away transformed.

Moses
a Sight and Sound Bus Trip
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Congratulations to church members Hope Rowles and Kyle Brown on their wedding.
Hope and Kyle were married  at Christ Community UMC on New Year's Eve! Rev.
Rebecca officiated the service, Alex provided the music, and Nate worked the
soundboard. 

Upcoming Dates

Sunday, February 5th at Noon: Join us for Worship Planning after Church! Everyone is invited. We will be
planning Lent and Easter

Lenten Bible Study: Monday evenings at 6:30PM! Feb 27th: Simon of Cyrene, Bystanders, and Scoffers;
March 6th: The Other Victims; March 13th: The Soldier; March 20th: The Beloved Disciple; March 27th:
The Women; April 3rd: Joseph of Arimethea

March 1st: Rev. Rebecca, Guest Speaker at Wehnwood UMC’s Lenten Luncheon at noon (2511 Juniata
Gap Rd. Altoona, PA 16601) Everyone is invited!

Ash Wednesday: February 22nd

Palm Sunday worship with Holy Communion: April 2nd

Lenten Luncheon: Wednesday, April 5th at Noon

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 8th

Easter: April 9th
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Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church for Christmas!  A generous
donor gave us a new Christmas tree this year and it was beautiful!  

Welcome, Patty Piper! 

Patty joined our church on January 8, 2023 on Baptism
of our Lord Sunday. Patty has been a special part of our
church family for years and volunteers as our church sexton.
She keeps our spaces clean and inviting and we are so
thankful to have her
officially become a church
member! If you would like
to become a church
member, please let Rev.
Rebecca know. We will be
receiving church members
again on Easter.
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