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Dear Christ Community UMC,
Change is hard. Sometimes change can be joyous, like a graduation or the birth of a
new baby, but sometimes change can be poignant and painful, such as when we lose a
loved one. This month, our church family has experienced a great deal of change. We
moved from two services to one combined worship service. We also welcomed our new
sister church, Llyswen UMC.
Young People = Future Leaders!
On July 7th, we had our first combined worship service here at Christ Community
UMC with a total of 65 people in attendance. It was such a blessing to see everyone! The
young people of our church helped to lead worship and they did an excellent job. Maddie
offered special music and sang, "What a Beautiful Name." Victoria was the liturgist and
she did a great job. During the service, we honored Aubrey Anna for her graduation from
college with her bachelor's in business administration. It warms my heart to see young people being
empowered to help lead worship. There are many adults who would be frightened to stand up in front of such a
large group of people, but these young people boldly shared the gifts that God gave them. Thank you so much
to everyone who supported their presence and everyone who was able to join us for our first worship service
together.
Don't Like Change? Leave it in the Bucket!
I particularly enjoyed hearing John Henderson's report from Annual Conference. "If you don't like change,"
he said as he held up a large white bucket, "You can leave it in the bucket! This bucket will hold $6,000 worth
of quarters to support the work of Mission Central!"
All joking aside, there are many positive changes coming in the future. For those parents who are
interested, childcare will be available in the Sunday School room closest to the sanctuary. Volunteers will be
available to sit with children who would like to take a break from worship and watch a video or play a game.
Please know that children are always welcome to be present with us during worship; however, we hope to offer
this extra space for those who might prefer a separate space. It is our plan to try to wire a speaker into this
Sunday School room so that those who are with the children can still hear what is happening in the sanctuary.
We are also trying a new format for Vacation Bible School! VBS will be held on Wednesday evenings this
summer starting on July 17th. There will be a family meal as well as activities for adults and children and a
puppet show. We hope that you will join us!
Only God Is Unchanging
While I am excited about many of the changes happening in our church, I know that change can be difficult
and sometimes painful. In my own life, I've experienced a great deal of change this past month. My father
passed away on July 2nd. His passing was very sudden and unexpected. It was a painful reminder that our
human lives are brief and that our time is not God's time.
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1

Pastor cont. from p 1

know how much time we have left and none of us
are promised tomorrow.
Instead of dwelling on the sorrow of the past, I
will do my best to help to build a brighter future. I
will pick up the phone and call my grandmother
and my mother right now. I will tell them that I love
them and that I'm so grateful for every day that I
have with them. I will choose to speak words of
love.
Friends, may we face the change boldly. May
we bravely choose love. "There is no fear in love.
But perfect love drives out fear (John 4.18a)."

My deep
sorrow is the fact
that I did not get
the opportunity to
get to know my
father better (he
moved back to
his home country
of the Philippines
when I was very
young); however,
the absence of an
earthly father
helped me to
begin to rely on a
heavenly Father at a very young age. It also
caused me to view many of the men at the small
church where I grew up as father figures. My
church family was an incredibly important part of
my life during my formative years and it is my hope
that at Christ Community UMC and at Llyswen
UMC we can provide that same sense of love and
community for other young people who may feel a
sense of separation from their earthly families.
In this life, everything changes. God alone is
constant. "There is a time for everything, and a
season for every activity under the heavens. A time
to be born and a time to die. (Ecclesiastes 3.1-2)."
This summer, I will take time to mourn the passing
of my father. But I will also take time to rejoice in
the new relationship between Christ Community
UMC and Llyswen UMC. I feel so blessed to love
and I truly believe that we are better together as a
family.
I will also remember that our time in this life is
so very brief. My father was only sixty-seven years
old. The last time I spoke to my father was on
Father's Day. The last thing I said to him was, "I
love you." I am grateful that our last words to each
other were words of love.

May God Bless You & Keep You,

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
Graduation Sunday:
Congratulations, Aubrey Anna!
Aubrey Anna
graduated with her
bachelor's degree in
December of 2018.
She majored in
business
administration and
her specializations
were marketing and
human resources.
After a successful
sales and marketing
internship, she was
hired in the summer
of 2018 to work full time in management at Sherwin
Williams Paints.
Aubrey is a very talented young woman and
our church family is so proud of her. In honor of her
college graduation, the people of Christ Community
UMC presented her with a book of scripture verses
for graduates as well as a key chain inscribed with
the words, "Oh, the places you'll go!"
Congratulations, Aubrey! We know you're
going to great places and we are blessed to have
you as a part of our church family!

A Challenge
This month, I would like to leave you with a
challenge: Pick up the phone and call someone.
Call a friend you haven't seen in a while or a family
member to whom you haven't spoken in ages. Tell
them you love them. Tell them God loves them.
Invite them to come back to church. We never
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Little Arrows - Childcare
Starting in July when we
move to one combined
service, we would like to offer
a time of childcare if needed
during worship. In order for
this to work, we need two
people, at least one with a
clearance, for each Sunday.
Volunteers will have access
to Bible story DVDs, coloring
sheets and a selection of toys
to occupy the children during
worship. Please prayerfully
consider signing up on rotation so all the weeks get
filled. If you have questions contact Pam Harker
and if you need your clearances, which are free
and easy, contact Connie at the church office.

A Book Review
Pam Harker
The next time you're on the internet, go to
YouTube and search "The Cubs Win The World
Series. Everyone Goes Nuts" (3:46) and/or "Best
Cubs Fans Reactions After Winning The World
Series" (8:54). These clips show a small example
of the excitement displayed by Chicago Cubs
baseball fans as their team won the pennant in
2016, 108 years since the last time.
In these videos, you will see displayed acts of
worship as described in the book Holy Roar. This
book came together when singer Chris Tomlin
heard a message preached by Darren Whitehead
about the different Hebrew words found in the Bible
describing praise. In the English language we
translate all these words into one word "praise"
missing all the deeper meaning and details of the
original Hebrew text. The short book spends one
chapter on each of the seven words and examines
stories in the Bible showing how the word was
used to describe worshiping God.
There is no greater message we can receive
than Christ's love and grace for us. Yet in our lives,
we show more excitement at the stadium than in
the sanctuary. We are in worship, not for what we
will receive from the message but for how we will
show our love and gratitude for Christ in our
worship of Him.
My copy of Holy Roar is in the back of the
sanctuary for anyone to borrow. This will also be
the youth study for our Wednesday Night Family
VBS. Let's get in the spirit and ROAR for our king.

***The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the
back of the sanctuary.
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The Mission of Susquehanna Conference Is To:
grow spiritual transformational leaders, equip vital congregations and create new places for new
people, and connect with each other and the world so that alive in Christ together, the
Susquehanna Conference will embody the beloved community of disciple making congregations.

Annual Conference Report

Conference Acts on Resolutions

John Henderson
The Susquehanna Annual Conference
adopted resolutions focusing on Mental Health,
Disability Awareness, and Socially Responsible
Investments.
The annual conference adopted a resolution
calling on Susquehanna Annual Conference to
celebrate May as Mental Health Awareness Month
and receive a special offering on the third Sunday
in May to benefit the ongoing efforts of educating
members and the public, helping someone in need,
and encouraging the resources necessary for early
detection and appropriate treatment. The resolution
also called churches to recognize September as
Suicide Prevention Month and National Recovery
Month through involvement in community and/or
local and state activities, and set aside Tuesday,
October 8 as a day of prayer for those who suffer
from mental problems, their families, and those
professionals who care for them and for a cure for
all mental illnesses.
The annual conference also adopted a
resolution calling the churches of the Susquehanna
Conference to celebrate Disability Awareness
Sunday on the second Sunday in October by
promoting awareness about issues related to
disabilities. The resolution also called on churches
to provide space for people with disabilities to
participate in worship leadership and receive an
offering for Advance Special #3021054 to benefit
the ongoing efforts of disabilities ministries
throughout the global United Methodist connection.

Introduction:
Reverend Lori Steffenson opened the annual
conference with greetings and welcome as we
celebrate the theme for annual conference being
“Better Together: One with Each Other. The focus
was on the Words from John 17 and our
Communion Liturgy, (Make us one with Christ, one
with each other, and one in ministry to all the
world). I think this is important to think about as we
come together with the two services to come
together as one. I don't want to use this time to
bore you with all the details of annual Conference
but just to touch on some Highlights:
1. I love the time at Annual Conference for the
three days we spend praising Our Lord Jesus
Christ.
2. The Cup of Water Fund. This is a fund that is
available to lay persons in our conference who are
facing difficult financial hardships. The second
offering was the Preachers Aid Society, This Fund
helps clergy who are having difficult financial times,
and third was The Bishop Partners in Mission
which supports Imagine No Malaria and Mission
Central’s debt.
3. Some other ministries were. “The Fill the
Trailer” campaign which was collecting tools or
funds for the disaster response team this was to
provide and help equip The Volunteers In Mission
(VIM), who respond to disaster relief.
4. We brought new backpacks on Thursday, May
30th to be packed for Mission Central during part of
the Leadership Experience.

4

obtained a Saturday night pass to Miami and had
"lived it up" drinking until they were drunk. By the
next afternoon (Sunday) they still were not sober.
They had a hangover.
As we stood in the hot sun, side by side, some
men began to wilt and fall over as a result of their
binge. Men on either side of such a man tried to
hold him up by his elbows, trying to be unseen
doing this. I had the experience of helping hold up
a drunken man. But when the order came for our
squadron to step forward and march, we had to let
go our hold, and if the soldier had not yet sobered
up, he fell to the ground on his face and the men in
back of him stepped over him. We all wanted to
help each other so no one would fail and not
become an officer. Even if the man next to me did
not deserve help, we helped him, for we were all
"in the same boat."
Exodus 17 describes a battle between the
Israelites and the Amalekites. As long as Moses
kept his hands in the air, the Israelites won. When
Moses' hands became heavy, Aaron and Hur held
up his arms. At Officer Candidate School, we held
the hands and arms and elbows of the men who
were weak to keep them from falling. Isaiah 35:13
says "Strengthen the weak hands and confirm the
feeble knees." These inebriated men certainly had
weak knees that needed to be held up. In
Galatians 6: 2 Paul says "Bear one another's
burdens." We tried to lighten the burden of our
fellow soldier's self-imposed hangover. James 5:20
says "He who converteth the sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from death." These
drunken men had committed errors on their way.
We tried to save them from the death of being cast
out of school.
That's what Christians should do: help the
down fallen, regardless of who they are. It is not
our place to judge who is deserving of support. We
should want everyone to be saved and to go to
heaven. In Romans 15:1, Paul says, "We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselves." Are we holding up in
prayer someone's elbow? Christians should be "a
band of brothers." We should "have each other's
back." We should be concerned about the lost, the
sinner, not just our family, our friends, or the
person in the pew next to us.

Richard Van Scoyoc
(October 16, 1916-April 30,
2019) was an amazing man
who lived a truly extraordinary
life. Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a
gifted preacher. We were blessed to have Richard as a
part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to stand
and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our church
newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never believed in
putting off until tomorrow what could be done today.
As one of his final acts of service to Christ, he wrote
several devotions that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously to the end of the year, even
though he has gone home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.
Rev. Rebecca

Hold One Another Up
When I was at Officer Candidate School at
Miami Beach during World War II, every Sunday
afternoon we had a big parade, all 36 squadrons
participating, with a marching band leading us. I
was in squadron 34, and we would stand at ease in
the hot Florida sun waiting our turn to step forward
and march. Some of our squadron members had
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The word “homosexuality,” is not mentioned in
the King James translation of the Bible. Although
the exact term “homosexuality,” is not used in the
King James Version, the text mentions men lying
with other men and women lying with other women.
The story of Sodom and Gomorrah is about Lot
and his family. Angels came to Lot to tell him to
leave because God was going to destroy the cities.
People of the town came to Lot and wanted to
have sex with the angels. Lot offered his virgin
daughters and they refused (Gen 19:1-11). God
destroyed those cities and stated they would never
be rebuilt or found (Gen 10:19, Rom 9:29). The
words “sodomy,” “sodomite,” and “sodomize,”
come from the word “Sodom.”
Some may argue that this story is from the Old
Testament teachings and that the New Testament
teachings of Jesus taught love and forgiveness
and this changes everything. Sin is still sin. When
the woman caught in adultery was brought to
Jesus by those trying to trick him, he said that
those without sin were to cast the first stone. They
all left and Jesus told her that he didn’t condemn
her either. He told her to go and sin no more. It
was still a sin. She was forgiven. He didn’t say
that her conduct was not sinful and a perfectly
acceptable alternative lifestyle (John 8:3-11).
I am not saying adultery and homosexuality are the
same. I am saying that I believe both are sins. If a
person in a gay relationship wanted to change,
acknowledge the wrongness and, sin no more, I
wouldn’t have a problem with that decision. I
believe that those in LGBTQ+relationships don’t
believe that they are doing anything wrong. The
wrong is with those who are judgmental and won’t
accept, embrace, or condone their chosen lifestyle.
I believe it is a chosen behavior and not something
they were born into and thus, beyond their ability to
be anything else than what they are.
I’ve heard it stated not to judge not less you be
judged (Rom 2:1-2). I don’t believe that I am
judging. I am trying to abide by God’s will. They
can do whatever they want. They won’t answer for
their behavior to me. I am making a discernment
that I don’t want to be influenced by that behavior
nor have any of my loved ones exposed to it either.
I do believe that the Bible says that we are to judge
the Christian. It is the non-Christian that we are

In February of 2019, the Special General
Conference of the United Methodist Church
concluded that the United Methodist Church will not
ordain clergy who are “self-avowed practicing
homosexuals,” and that we will not allow United
Methodist Clergy to officiate at weddings between
two people who are the same gender. This decision
caused a great deal of pain for a great number of
people.
Despite issues of polity, the United Methodist
Church strongly affirms that all people are of sacred
worth. We at Christ Community UMC believe that all
people are loved by God. It is our mission at Christ
Community UMC to share this same love with
others.
Ever since we started publishing The Fish Line,
we have always encouraged people to send us
articles for us to include in our newsletter. No single
event has inspired more opinion pieces than the
Special General Conference which was held in
February of 2019. This is our third opinion piece on
this topic.
Even if we do not agree with one another
regarding this issues, I believe that it is important to
listen and to learn from one another. This article was
written by Mr. Timothy Glass, a longtime member of
Christ Community UMC. He strongly supports the
decision made by the Special General Conference of
2019. In this opinion piece, he explains his
reasoning and his personal beliefs.
If you have an opinion piece or other article you
would like to share, please send it to the church
office at CCUMC@outlook.com We are especially
interested in receiving church related news, God
moments, devotions, and book reviews!

Opinion Piece
Special General Conference 2019
By: Tim Glass
I believe that homosexuality is a sin. I also
base this belief in another belief, that it goes
against the will of God. I hope to be able to
support my beliefs with scripture and not just the
politically correct thinking of the day.
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behavior, whether practiced by men
or women (Rom 1:26-27)”. Paul goes
on to say because of man’s sinful
nature God gave them over to
shameful lusts. Women were
inflamed with lust for one another.
Men committed indecent acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due
penalty for their perversion (Rom 1:26-27).
John states the place of the sexually immoral,
as well as the cowardly, the idolaters, and liars, will
be the fiery lake of burning sulfur. I believe that this
is the second death (Rev 21:8).
Don’t take my word for anything. This comes
from the Bible which I believe is the inspired word
of God. The Bible is the “Word of God for the
people of God”. We say this almost every Sunday
after the scripture reading.
The writers of the Bible were inspired by God,
meaning that God gave them the messages they
wrote. The Bible itself tells us that it is an inspired
text. “All Scriptures is inspired by God” (2 Tim
3:16). Literally, the word rendered inspired here is
“God-breathed.” In other words, every word of the
Bible was breathed out from God and written by
people. The apostle Peter affirmed this when he
said that “no prophecy in scripture ever came from
the prophets themselves or because they wanted
to prophesy. It was the Holy Spirit who moved the
prophets to speak from God” (2 Peter 1:20-21).
The writers of the New Testament did not speak
with “words of human wisdom,” but with “words
given to us by the spirit” (1 Cor 2:10-13).
The Bible is a historical series of “documents”.
All you have to do is read earlier “chapters” of this
book to see how the behavior of people turns out.
People go into captivity and are enslaved because
they don’t learn. Others are destroyed because
they put their faith in themselves and what they
wanted to do. It never turns out well. We need a
Jonah to come to Nineveh to tell us to repent (John
3:5-10).
In conclusion, I don’t believe that the issue of
homosexuality should ever have developed to the
point that we had to bring it up in General
Conference to decide if it was acceptable or not,
nor should it ever be brought up again! The Bible
is definitive on the subject

not to judge. God will judge those
non-believers (1Cor 5:4-5, 11-13,
6:4-6).
Jesus was asked by his
disciples when he would return to
claim his kingdom. He said no one except the
Father knows the exact time. But he did say it
would be like the time of Noah (Mat 24:3-8, 37). I
don’t know exactly what conduct was taking place
during the time of Noah, but we know it was not
approved of by God. The Bible specifically
mentions evil and violence. I don’t know if that was
the only faults God found with people of Noah’s
time or if evil and violence are more encompassing
than what we might think of the definitions (Gen
6:5, 11-13).
We should ask ourselves, “What conduct is
taking place during our time?” There are many sins
taking place right now in our time, including: evil,
violence, sexual sins, people who reject God,
religion being removed from school, the threat of
God being removed from our money and our
anthems, idolatry, Satanism, rampant crime, a lack
of safety, terrorism, and many more sins. Are these
similar to what was taking place during the times of
Noah? God destroyed everyone except Noah and
his family with the flood. God destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah except for Lot and his family. (Gen
19:4-5, 12-13)
I believe God does not approve of
homosexuality. I believe this is expressed in both
the Old Testament and the New Testaments.
I believe the Bible states what is to be done if there
is sinful conduct taking place in the church.
Leaders of the church are to confront the accused
and inform the transgressor of the unacceptable
conduct. If the conduct does not change, they
would have to leave the church. (1Cor 5:4-5,
11-13, 1 Cor 6:4-6). In my opinion, if homosexuality
is a sin and is allowed in the church as a member
or leader of a position, they should be confronted,
and if unrepentant – expelled.
I believe that homosexual behavior is
prohibited in scripture (Lev 20:13) and was a major
cause of the divine judgement against Sodom and
Gomorrah (Gen 19:4-5, 12-13). The apostle Paul
listed homosexuals among the “unrighteous” who
would not inherit the Kingdom of God (1Cor 6:9),
and declared that God’s wrath stands against such
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God and Gravity

handiwork.” At the center of our solar system is the
sun, which every day "…like a warrior, runs its
course, rising at the end of the sky and completing
its circuit at the other. Nothing escapes its heat. All
things that live, live in the shadow of its energy." All
things in our solar system are attracted to the sun
through gravity. Gravity - it's a law of nature and all
things obey it. It permits life and gives freedom to
us to move and live and grow so we can enjoy our
existence here on planet earth.
There are many forces at work, interacting
together over the expanse of the universe: some
are visible, some invisible, some physical and
some are spiritual. In our life of Christian
discipleship, we consider the force of deciding, and
of making decisions and choices that will affect not
only our life here on earth but our lives for all
eternity. To give you a sense of the power of the
decision to follow God, the 2018 annual
conference theme was “Better Together: One with
Christ.” This year the theme was, “Better Together:
One with Each Other.” God is a powerful force that
draws Christians to Him. As he draws us to Him, it
naturally draws us closer and better together.

John Henderson
The force is so
commonplace we rarely ever
talk about it, but it is really
quite amazing when you
think about it. Just the very
nature of gravity, having
been created by our God, a
thing that will attract another
thing. It can be anything: a bird, a flower, a
person, a butterfly, a planet, a galaxy, a deer, a
squirrel, a fleck of dust. Anything just by the very
nature of it's existence, and being created by our
God will attract and be attracted to other things.
Gravity is one of the interacting forces or laws that
God created that rule the universe. All things seem
regulated by it in one way or another. Can you
imagine if God didn't create gravity? Gravity is what
allows us to stand and look up from the earth at
night to the stars and like the psalmist of long ago,
marveling at how heaven is indeed “declaring
God's glory and the sky is proclaiming his

Bible School for all ages
Wednesdays through Aug. 21
at 5:00 pm

Christ Community

July 28th at 11 am
Highland Park
Pavilion #2
Llyswen, You're Invited
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ROAR! Vacation Bible School!
Vacation Bible School will be held on six Wednesday evenings in July and August. Our theme is ROAR: Safari! The
evening will begin at 5PM with a family meal. Then, we will have activities for both children, youth, and adults. I will be
teaching a Bible Study for adults. Even if you don’t have children, I hope you will join us for food, fellowship, and Bible
Study. It is sure to be a rip-ROARING good time!

ROAR- Safari!
Wednesday Evening Family Vacation Bible School!
Fun for the entire family!
July 17, 24, 31
August 7, 14, 21st
5PM-7:30PM
Dinner provided! Lessons and crafts for all ages! Adult Bible Study!
Fellowship! You won’t want to miss it!
Names of adults (Please join us for dinner!): ___________________________________________________
Name(s) of Children: ______________________________________________________________________
Age(s):____________________________ Name of Parent/Guardian:________________________________
Phone:_______________________________ E-mail;____________________________________________
Does your child have any allergies?

Does your child have any special needs that you would like us to know about? Are there any accommodations
you would like us to make for your child? How can we best serve your child?

VBS Photo Release:
Do you give Christ Community UMC permission to take your child’s photo and use it in our church newsletter,
worship service, and promotional materials?
_______________ YES __________________NO

A Note to Parents: In order to comply with Susquehanna Conference Safe Sanctuary procedures, we will NOT
post pictures of your children to social media. If you would like to share photos that include other people’s
children, please ask for permission from the other child’s parents. Thank you!
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