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Dear CCUMC Family,
I don’t know much about gardening, but I really admire people who can make
beautiful flowers or delicious vegetables grow. I’ve always wanted to plant a
garden full of beautiful flowers, but I’ve never gotten around to it. One of these
days I will give a it a try. When I do, I’ll tell you exactly how I would go about
planting my beautiful garden:
First, I would use Google to research the basic steps of flower gardening. I
would look up what flowers grow best here in Pennsylvania, and I would also
research which ones were the heartiest. Second, I would go to the bookstore and
buy several books on gardening. I would find something like Gardening for
Dummies, and I would read those books from cover to cover. I would use a
highlighter to mark important sections. Next, I would track down people I know with beautiful gardens. I
would ask them how they do it, and I would write down their advice. Finally, I would take all the
information that I learned and I would attempt to plant my flower garden.
I’ve always wanted to have a garden full of flowers, and maybe even some tasty vegetables for
salads, but I’ve never done it. It seems like a lot of work. Just thinking about it makes me tired!
Did you know that Jesus gives us gardening instructions? In Matthew 13:1-23, Jesus tells us a
parable. Parables are precious stories that teach us something. In this week’s parable, Jesus teaches
us about planting good seeds.
In this story, Jesus tells us about a farmer who doesn’t use
Google or go to the library to do research before planting his
seeds. He doesn’t try to find the most effective way. Instead, this
gardener goes out and throws seeds EVERYWHERE! Instead of
carefully planting seeds in good soil in neat little rows, this farmer
goes outside and just starts throwing seeds all over the place.
It would be like if I tried to plant my flower garden by taking
seeds and tossing them around the parsonage. I would just throw
seeds everywhere! Seeds on the sidewalk, seeds on the parking
lot, seeds in the backyard, seeds under the tree, seeds beside the
garage, seeds in the street! For this sower, it seems more about
quantity of seeds than anything else. He just throws them everywhere!
What do you think would happen if I planted my garden this way? Do you think it would grow? Do
you think I would get beautiful flowers or tasty tomatoes? If I heard about someone gardening this way,
I would say that they were wasting seeds. Why bother throwing seeds where they will get scorched by
the sun, eaten by birds, or choked out by weeds?
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But here is why the parables of Jesus are precious—no matter how many
times we hear them, they teach us something new about the world around us.
In this story, Jesus tells us that yes—some of the seeds failed to grow.
Some were eaten by birds or choked out by weeds. Others took root but were
quickly scorched by the sun. But those other seeds—those seeds that did
grow? Those seeds that blossomed and took root, they were more fruitful than
anyone could have guessed. They were thirty times fruitful, sixty times fruitful,
a hundred times fruitful!
This is the part of the story that doesn’t make any sense. This is the part of
the story that you wouldn’t expect. It defies all logic: Essentially, the sower
goes outside, throws seeds everywhere—and instead of ending up with
nothing, he ends up with bushels of tomatoes, tons of zucchini, and countless
bouquets of flowers.
In this story, the Sower is Jesus planting the word of God.
Remember—the Father and Jesus are One. Why would God waste God’s time on seeds that no one
expects to grow? Because when it comes to God’s love, the only thing we know for sure is that we
need to expect the unexpected.
The Word of God turns the world upside down. The first shall be last, and the last shall be first. A
baby in manger becomes the Savior for all Creation. This parable encourages all of us to go out and
throw seeds of faith around everywhere. Although the world feels scary and unsettling right now, I
would like to encourage you to keep sowing seeds of faith
everywhere and anywhere. You never know what will take
root.
My dear church family, plant your roots deep. Sink them
into the soil of Christ. Bloom where you are planted, and
continue to sow hope and love wherever you walk.
Until Next Time,

Rev. Rebecca
Card Shower for Betty Calvert!
Betty Calvert is turning 99 in August! Betty Calvert is a beloved member of
our church family. Currently, she lives in Georgia with her daughter. We are
working together with her family to shower her with cards in honor of this very
special day! Please send your card to:

Betty Calvert
1435 Fountain Cove Lane
Lawrenceville, GA 30043
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Richard Van Scoyoc
(October 16, 1916-April 30,
2019) was an amazing man
who lived a truly extraordinary
life. Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a
gifted preacher. We were blessed to have Richard as a
part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to stand
and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our church
newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never believed in
putting off until tomorrow what could be done today. As
one of his final acts of service to Christ, he wrote
several devotions that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously to the end of the year, even
though he has gone home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.
Rev. Rebecca

Happiness
by Richard VanScoyoc
Is it O.K. to be happy? Can we be happy
when there is so much sorrow, fear, and trouble
in the world? De we feel guilty when we are
happy and others are not? If your life seems
serene and prosperous, do you feel guilty

because others are not as fortunate as you?
Must you blot out their needs if you want to be
happy?
I often ask myself if I could remember any
time in my life when I was really happy. I can
remember many times I have been unhappy,
but few times when I was joyfully happy. Most
of my life I have lived between happiness and
unhappiness in a great block of time of ordinary
living.
Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration
of Independence that humans were entitled to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. He
didn’t say we were entitled to happiness, but we
should have the opportunity to pursue it.
Christians should look for
opportunities to make other
people happy. Be a joy spreader.
Henry David Thoreau said,
“The mass of men live lives of
quiet desperation.” They are not
happy.
How can we gain happiness?
By being content where we are,
living quietly the life God has
given us, living simply. One of the devotions I
read said, “People who live simply laugh a lot.”
They are happy. Try to live a peaceful life with
others. Peace brings happiness. You are
happy when you give to the needy and forget
yourself. “Happy is he that hath mercy on the
poor.” (Proverbs 14:21). Believe in yourself.
Like yourself; don’t condemn yourself. “Happy
is he that condemneth not himself.” (Romans
14:22) If people have hurt you falsely, if they
criticize you for being a Christian, “If you suffer
for righteousness’ sake, happy are you.”
(I Peter 3: 14)
Abraham Lincoln is supposed to have
remarked that “most people are about as happy
as they want to be.” Happiness is an attitude.
The Apostle Paul said, “I have learned in
whatsoever state I am in therewith to be
content.” (Philippians 4:13). Paul was happy.
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If you are content with what you have in life,
you are more likely to be happy. “How could I
be anything but quite happy if I believed always
that the past is forgiven, and all the present
furnished with power, and all the future bright
with hope.” (James Smetham, Streams in the
Desert) Think happy thoughts if you want to be
happy. “As a man thinketh, so is he.” (Proverbs
23:7)
Paul said, “Rejoice evermore, again I say
rejoice.” Rejoicing and happiness are not the
same thing. You can rejoice when you are sad
for Jesus promised you a home in heaven.
When you are happy you will rejoice too, but
when you rejoice you may not be happy.
I try to think of when I was most happy. (It
was not my wedding day for I was too dazed.)
To be happy is to live simply, be content, trust
God, like yourself. When have I done that?
A few instances come to mind.
I had been in Puerto Rico for 18 months,
World War II was raging, and I missed being
home. Then I was accepted for Officer
Candidate School at Miami Beach, Florida. I
was on a banana boat on the ocean, protected
by two destroyer ships, and each turn of the
propeller blades brought me nearer home.
Each evening, some of us on the ship would
come up and sit on the deck. We felt safe from
submarine attack as we watched the sun set
over the ocean. It was a time of peace amid
war. I was happy, really happy. I was coming
home.
In 1947, I was sitting in a classroom at
Penn State on a beautiful autumn afternoon,
listening to my favorite professor, Dr. Selsam,
lecture. The windows were open and I could
see the many-colored leaves outside. I had
always wanted to go to college, but the Great
Depression and World War II kept me from
fulfilling my dream. But now at age 31, it was
no longer a dream; it was a reality. Congress
had passed the G. I. Bill of Rights, and all my
college expenses were paid. I was really at

college. A wonderful feeling of peace and
blessing swept over me as I rejoiced at my good
fortune, even if it came more than ten years
late. I was experiencing a time of great
happiness.

Jesus said, “I have come that you might
have life and that you might have it more
abundantly.”

These were not moments of great
achievement or exhilaration. My happiness was
marked by contentment with were I found
myself, appreciation for the beauty of God’s
creation, and gratitude for unexpected
blessings.
Psalm 68:3 says, “May the righteous be glad
and rejoice before God; may they be happy and
joyful.” In Ecclesiastes 5: 20 we read, “God
answered him in the joy of his heart.” God
wants us to be happy in our hearts. Jesus said,
“I have come that you might have life and that
you might have it more abundantly.” Joy and
happiness come from the heart. So if we
accept Jesus’ offer of an abundant life, we will
be happy.
Success is getting what you want.
Happiness is wanting what you get
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Proverbs Bible Study
On Wednesday evenings in July, we met
online for a Bible Study of the Book of
Proverbs. During our time together, we
explored the main themes and ideas in the
book of Proverbs and learned from one
another.
Proverbs is a book of wisdom literature that
was written during the post-exilic period. The
majority of Proverbs is attributed to the writings
of King Solomon, who was the son of King
David. Much of the wisdom included in
Proverbs is very similar to the wisdom traditions
of other cultures in the Ancient Near East;
however, Proverbs is unique from all the other
wisdom traditions because it places an
emphasis on the God of Israel as the One True
God.

Proverbs is divided into three sections. The
first section (Chapters 1-9) is an introduction in
which a father speaks to his son. The second
section (Chapters 10-29) is a compilation of
many different wise sayings. The book
concludes with a mother speaking to her son
and some poems. A Proverb is a short and
punchy saying that contains a lesson for the
reader.
By studying the Proverbs of a specific
culture, we can learn about that culture’s values
and morals. An example of an American
Proverb would be, “Early to bed, early to wise,
makes a young man healthy, wealthy, and
wise.”
One of the main themes that dominates
Proverbs is that we all have a choice to make in
life. We can choose to follow the path of
righteousness, or we can choose to follow the
path of sin. The path of righteousness leads to
eternal life, but the path of sin leads to the
grave and eternal death. Another theme is the
reverence and awe (often translated into
English as the word “fear”) for God’s Word and
God’s commandments.
Even if you didn’t have time to join us for
our online Bible Study, I encourage you to read
the book of Proverbs and see for yourself what
wisdom you can find there! You’ll be glad you
did, because “the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom (9:10).”

Clothing Giveaway
Date to be determined
We are still planning to have our clothing giveaway sometime around the back to school
season. We are currently collecting gently used clothing items. We are especially in need of
children’s items, items for men, and warm winter clothes for everyone. Thank you so much!
Donations can be dropped off at the church office anytime 9 AM to 2 PM Monday through
Thursday or by appointment.
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Cloth Masks Available
The Sew Pray group has
created a vast assortment of
cloth masks in different colors
and sizes that are free for
anyone who needs them, but if
you would like to make a
donation to the Love
Offering, please put the
donation in the wooden church
in the back of the sanctuary.
Please feel free to take
these masks and use them.
You are invited to take masks
for your friends and family
members. You are also invited
to take multiple masks so that
you can have some

Gloria, the leader of the
“Sew Pray” group, brings flowers
from her wonderful gardens and has
made hundreds of masks which are
available for you at Christ
Community Church.

to wear while others are
being washed. This is a
beautiful ministry of the
church, and we have sent
masks to different states such
as Georgia and Florida. I’m
glad that our church can help
in this way. My favorite
masks are the ones with owls
on them. I feel like they are
cute and functional! Thank
you to the entire sewing team
for using your talents in this
special and unique way.

PAWing IT FOREward

Yard Kitty Sale

Service Paws of
Central PA held their
4th annual PAWing IT
FOREward golf
tournament on July 9.
All proceeds are used
to help pay for
accredited service
dogs, which can be
cost thousands. We
serve 14 counties in
Feral kitten
central PA, and are
unaware of any other such organization in the
country. Visit us at:
facebook.com/servicepawsofcentralpa. Also
see Altoona Mirror, Sunday, July 12 article.

The annual Yard Kitty sale took place in
Hollidaysburg and was a huge success. This is
not an organization, but a group of people
interested in helping the cat population.
Proceeds go toward helping to spay/neuter
cats. Check out facebook.com/Yard Kitty 2.

Feral cat
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