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Dear Christ Community Family,
Happy Summer! I hope that you are all enjoying the warm weather and that you find
some time to experience some Sabbath rest. Jeff and I just got back from our trip down
south and we want to thank all of you for supporting us during this wonderful learning
experience.
We participated in an online book group to prepare for the experience. One of the books
we read was entitled The Buses are A Comin’: A Memoir of a Freedom Rider by Charles
Person.
During our trip, Mr. Charles Person shared his testimony with us and told us how he and his friends were
brutally attacked by an angry mob on Mother’s Day, May 14, 1961. He was one of the original freedom riders,
and their goal was to integrate interstate buses. Sadly, Mr. Person still has health issues to this day from that
attack. However, his commitment to nonviolent resistance has been an inspiration to future generations. He is
also a veteran of the Vietnam War. I found his testimony to be deeply moving and I am grateful that he
continues to speak about how normal people can join together to drive back the darkness of hatred and
spread love.
We visited multiple churches where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. preached and we also had the
opportunity to visit a church in Alabama where he served as the pastor. We saw the Rosa Parks Museum,
marched across the Edmund Pettus Bridge, took a tour of Selma, and heard the stories of multiple people
who experienced the Civil Rights movement, including one woman who lost her sister when their church was
bombed by white supremacists. Many of the stories we heard were incredibly tragic, but there was also a
spirit of hope.
I was inspired by how both black and white people joined together in Christian
love to fight hatred. Churches often served as a safe place to gather and information
could be spread quickly between clergy and their congregations. We were
encouraged to contemplate how the church can continue to be a safe place for people
on the margins and how we can empower people who are oppressed.
Thank you for enabling me to take the necessary time away to go on this journey
of learning. I am so grateful to be part of a church family with such a big heart. I truly
feel that the Holy Spirit is moving at Christ Community and that our church family
deeply cares about both the world and the surrounding neighborhood. Thank you for
feeding hungry families by donating to the food pantry, sharing your love through the
Sew Pray Group, supporting local families in need with our Harvest Home effort,
holding a clothing giveaway that helps so many people, and for all the ways you share God’s love.
Finally, it is with great joy that I announce that I have been officially appointed to serve both Christ
Community and Llyswen for another year. Appointments become set when they are read by the Bishop each
year at Annual Conference. I look forward to another year of ministry with you!
Blessings,

.

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
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Random Acts of Kindness
Pam Harker
2 Corinthians 9:10-15. "Now he who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be enriched in every
way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God. This service
that you perform is not only supplying the
needs of the Lord's people but is also
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to
God. Because of the service by which you
have proved yourselves, others will praise
God for the obedience that accompanies
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and
for the generosity in sharing with them and
with everyone else. And in their prayers for
you their hearts will go out to you, because
of the surpassing grace God has given you.
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!"
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could move into permanent housing. Melvin
arrived at a local hotel brought by an off duty
officer and was provided a few days stay from
the officer's church. To get through the weekend
until his housing opened up, we provided a few
days more. Melvin had a home of his own but
when he decided to enroll in online ministry
classes, the school told him he should not be
living with his girlfriend if they were unwed. She
did not take this news well and drained his bank
accounts. That's how he ended up without a
place to go, without personal belongings or
money for food.
I contacted Reverend Rebecca and it just
happened that the amount of money needed to
house him for the weekend was very close to the
amount of money recently given to the church by
the United Methodist Woman's group for the

Love Fund. I also provided him some food, a
new Bible and a Prayer Cross from the Sewing
Group. He was astounded by the work of God
and the generosity of our church.
Melvin's story is unique but not unusual.
Since I've been working at the hotels in our area,
I meet many people who are in need of
temporary housing for varied reasons. House
fires, loss of jobs, health issues, domestic
violence, discrimination, to name a few. There
are people who choose to be homeless and
there are people who have no where to go. I
struggle to imagine what this would look like
because I have a local family support system to
rely on should an emergency occur.
In Matthew 25 Jesus says, "For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me." What we do for
others, we do for Jesus.
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The 13th Session of the
Susquehanna Conference
Of the United Methodist Church
John Henderson
CCUMC & Llyswen Representative to the
Annual Conference
The Theme for Annual
Conference this year was
Behold I Am Doing a New Thing.
Isaiah 43:19: See, I am
doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.
We had three Annual
Conference Special Offerings
• Building The Beloved
Community Fund
• The Cup of Water Fund
• Young People's Ministry
We had great singing and worship services
We also had a lot of prayer time including the
one who led us in many Centering prayers like
the one I used in My sermon on June 5th.
We Voted on Recommendation:
1. Advance Specials – This is The Missions of
the United Methodist Church and we voted to
accept this Recommendation on June 1
2. Board Of Pensions – This is The Pension for
The Clergy this Recommendation was also
Accepted on June 1
3. Commission on Equitable Compensation –
This is The Recommended Minimal Salary
For Clergy This was voted on June 2, and
was accepted.
4. Council on Finance and Administration – The
Budget for 2023 this was voted on and
passed on June 2.

Next we Voted on Resolutions
1. Mental Health – those with mental health
issued deserve to be treated with respect ,
as the month of may is the Nations Mental
health awareness month, it is recommended
that the 3rd Sunday of May there should be a
special offering to promote ongoing
education and support. This was supported.
2. Disability Awareness Sunday – the second
Sunday in October and again there is to be a
special offering to support the ongoing
disability ministry. This also was supported
by the conference.
3. Resolution on Graceful Departures – this is
to support churches who decide to affiliate
with other denominations (not that we want
them to) but we are called to do no harm and
do good.
4. Resolution on Diversity and the Gift of
Difference – Finding Unity with people we
don't always agree. This was not passed by
annual conference. This resolution was too
vague for concurrence.
5. Resolution to Support the Human Rights of
Palestine Children and Families – this also
did not pass do to the Human rights of
people all over the world need support, so
we decided not to specify one country.
6. Susquehanna Conference Board of Trustees
Bylaw – Change Term and Tenure This was
approved by the Conference. This fixed a
minor over sight in the by-laws.
7. Wind up and Termination of The Seedling
Financial Ministry – After a lot of Discussion
it passed, the funds that remain from
Seedling /the Loan Fund will be used for
ministry.
Laity session
Finally we looked at the reports for the
Vision, Conference Ministry and Mission
Updates. Slides can be found online.
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Super Hero Capes
For These “Real” Super Heros
In this photo, children smile after receiving capes from our “Sew
Pray,” group. These super hero capes remind children that they are strong enough to fight cancer and
any other health problems. The capes are stitched with love, use bright vibrant colors, and have pictures
of popular heroes and heroines on them. The children and their families were very appreciate of this gift
and the loving reminder that the love of Jesus makes us strong.

.
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Upcoming Dates
Friday and Saturday, August 12th and 13th
Vacation Bible School God’s Railway:
Jesus pulls us through! All
aboard for fun! Join us on
Friday evening for dinner and
Saturday morning when we
will have a VBS for all ages.
We will have model trains,
crafts, music, and lots of fun!
A snack will be provided on
Saturday.
August 12th - 5-8 PM Dinner
will be pizza and cake.
th
August 13 9-noon. Snack will be provided.

Sunday, September 18th Active Shooter
Awareness Training: Join us immediately after
the church service at noon for a training session
about how we can be prepared in case there
should be an emergency situation,

Sunday School for
youth/children
starting Sunday,
August 14th at 10 AM
Sunday, August 14th at
noon: Covered Dish
Lunch: Join us after church for a covered dish
luncheon. See the train themed decorations in
the Fellowship Hall, enjoy the crafts the children
made during VBS, and have some tasty food.

Saturday, August 27th Clothing Giveaway:
Join us from 9 AM-1 PM for the Clothing
Giveaway! We are now accepting donations of
clothing. Setup will be Thursday evening and
Friday morning.

In Search for a
Living Liver Donor
for Lynn Shaffer
Please help us
spread the word!
Lynn Shafer (shown
in this photo with his
wife, Patty) is in
need of a living liver
donor. Lynn is the
treasurer and
long-time member at
our sister church,
Llyswen United
Methodist Church.
Lynn is a loving father, grandfather, and a person
of deep faith. The donor should be between the
ages of 18-55 and have type O blood. Please
keep the entire family in prayer. If you know
anyone who might be able to help, please have
them contact the church office at 814-942-5586
and we will put you in touch with the family.
Thank you
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Happy 100th Birthday
Margaret VanScoyoc
On July 16th, Margaret VanScoyoc
celebrated her 100th birthday. Her birthday
celebration was held in the Fellowship Hall and
Margaret would like to thank everyone who
helped her celebrate her special day. Thank you
to everyone who sent her a card and who joined
us at her party!
Margaret is a beloved member of our church
family. We are so grateful for her wisdom,
musical gifts, and her work with the United
Methodist Women. The altar flowers on Sunday,
July 17th were in honor of Margaret's 100th
Birthday. They were white and various shades of
purple/ pink.
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