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Dear CCUMC Family,
Beauty from Ashes & A Crown of Thorns
"The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners...
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
(Isaiah 61:1-3, NRSV)
True confession time: I love to watch the television show Hoarders. There was once a time when I had
almost 50 episodes of the show saved on our DVR. Ironically, you could say that I was hoarding episodes of
Hoarders!
I'm ashamed to admit it because the reason I like to watch Hoarders is sinful. I enjoy sitting there on the
couch in the smug superiority of my living room and looking at the chaos of other people's homes. Seeing other
people's messes makes me feel better about my own home.
Sometimes, instead of cleaning, I will just sit and watch an episode of Hoarders. Then, when I look around
my own home, I don't feel so bad about my own cleaning abilities. I will just sit and watch Hoarders and think,
"Wow! My house is pretty clean after all!!"
(Note: I really do feel guilty about this. Jesus told us that we need to take the plank out of our own eye before
we deal with speck of dust in our neighbor's eye (Matthew 7:5). Still, I also believe that there is value in the act
of confession. and mutual accountability I am a work in progress and the Holy Spirit is still working on my
heart!)
Trying to Fill a Void in Our Hearts
On a recent episode of Hoarders, one of the psychologists said something that really struck a nerve with
me. On this particular episode, a woman had literally barricaded herself inside her home with her belongings. It
was almost impossible for anyone to get in or out of the house.
Every room of the home was filled with stuff. There wasn't even a walkway between the rooms. The piles
of objects were stacked over six feet high and completely covered the windows. Even the furniture was buried
under a mountain of stuff. Instead of sleeping in a bed, the woman slept on a mountain of her own belongings.
In a private moment, the psychologist confessed to the cameraman that it was one of the worst cases of
hoarding that she had ever seen.
As the psychologist and the woman worked together, the woman confessed that she was still dealing with
a great deal of grief over the loss of a loved one.
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"That makes sense," replied the psychologist, "but don't you see what you
are doing? You're literally building a barricade around yo urself. You've built
walls around your heart and you are trying to fill a hole that just can't be filled
with stuff."
Cleaning Out My Basement Reduced Me to a Puddle of Tears
I felt convicted by the words of the psychologist. I will admit, that I have a
tendency to cling to objects. I am incredibly sentimental a nd right now our
basement is overflowing with all types of random objects. I woke up the next
morning determined to begin cleaning out my basement!
At first, everything went really well. I began sorting through boxes,
disposing of garbage, and selecting items to donate to our church's upcoming rummage sale. Then, I opened a
box that I hadn't seen in years. When I opened the box and saw what was inside, I began to cry.
The box contained old photographs and other mementos of my grandfather. I had never gotten the
opportunity to get to know my father and my grandfather had served as a father figure to me. When my
grandfather passed away during my first year of seminary, I was completely bereft. Every time I preside at a
funeral, I mourn for the loss of my grandfather.
As I pulled out the items one by one, I started to cry harder and harder. First, I pulled out a little Russian
nesting doll that had sat on the shelf of my childhood home. Next, I found a dragon statue that my
grandparents had once given me as a Christmas present. Finally, I started to pull out the small pewter animals
and automobiles that my grandfather had collected.
At last, when I came to a small pewter train mounted on a tiny railroad spike, I sat on the floor, put my
head on my knees, and just sobbed. I cried a loud, ugly, cry right there in the basement while the chihuahua
and the cat sat there watching me.
(Note: Tinkerbell was trying to be comforting but I'm fairly certain that the cat was judging me.)
Beauty for Ashes
I clutched the small pewter train mounted on a tiny railroad spike and sobbed. "How sad," I thought. "All the
items in the world can't bring my grandfather back. At least he is in heaven."
I knew that as hard as I searched for my grandfather among his belongings, he was no longer there. As much
as I take comfort in the fact that he is in a better place, my heart is still full of the pain of that loss.
Sometimes the Holy Spirit whispers to us...
As I sat starring at the train, the thought popped into my mind, "This tiny train is so sad. It's mounted on a nail?
Why is it mounted on a nail? I guess it's supposed to be a little railroad spike. But it doesn't look like a railroad
spike. It looks like a nail...
What is it that I'm supposed to remember about nails?"
As I continued to cry, my other hand absentmindedly went to my neck
and began to play with the chord of my necklace. I always wear a cross
and that particular morning I was wearing a small cross made of nails that
a member of my church had given me.
I wrapped my fingers around the cross and I felt my eyes grow wide. All of
a sudden, it all came together in my mind:
Nails. Sorrow. Loss. Hope.
A Crown of Thorns
This week, I am encouraged by these words from the prophet Isaiah. It
was the scroll of this very prophet from which Christ read when he began
his earthly ministry.
See A Crown of Thorns p 4
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Altoona VIM Team
Mission Trip to Florida

painting. A couple of us proceeded to tear out the
rotted outside steps, we cut new risers and put in
pressure treate0d new steps and handrail. One of
the guys worked on the side door of the house that
had a 3” gap under it. He replaced it with a new
door. By Wednesday afternoon we completed the
trim work and cleaned the entire house, this entire
job was done and Perry was thrilled to finally have
his home back in order. With lots of hugs and
handshakes we were ready to move on.
Thursday we moved to the house that needed
the soffit and fascia. Beverly the homeowner was
not there when we arrived but left us a nice note
with some information including needing a GFCI
outlet installed in the patio. We installed the outlet
The materials were there for the soffit so we
started under the patio. When Beverly arrived
home with her little dog Abby she was thrilled to
see the progress we were making. Friday
afternoon it was time to wrap up, we invited the
home owners to dinner Friday night and also
presented them with a Jeans Quilt sent by the
Altoona District Hub. We had wonderful meals
each day that our cook stayed back at the church
and prepared. Finally Saturday morning it was time
to pack up for our reverse two day trip home. It is a
great feeling doing God’s work and seeing our part
of this work done.

On January 26, 2019, the Altoona VIM Team
met at Lowes to begin our trip to Daytona Beach
Florida. To help our neighbors in Christ to rebuild
after hurricane Irma, with our 17 member team.
After loading our luggage and supplies into the
mission trip trailer we began our journey. We
traveled the better part of the day and at a little
over half way we stopped to spend the night in
Lumberton, NC at a very welcoming church.
Sunday morning after devotions and prayers we
began the final Journey. We arrived in Florida at
4:00 in the afternoon in a pouring rain. We had a
meeting with the project coordinators from Florida
in the morning and find out our jobs and split up
into smaller groups to work on several projects.
1. A total roof replacement was planned,
however the weather wasn’t very good for this
one.
2. Next was a drywall ceiling, insulation, door,
and steps to be replaced on a gentleman’s
house that the shingles had blown off and
ceiling and insulation were destroyed.
3. Another project had mostly drywall work and
some miscellaneous cabinet and other items.
4. Last we had a lady’s house that was hit pretty
hard. The roof was blown off and there was a
lot of destruction, several teams worked on
this ahead of us. All that was needed was the
soffit and fascia completely around the house.

God Bless
John Henderson

We were ready to be God’s hands and feet at
work. Our group set out on the project with the
ceiling, steps etc, while the other team headed for
the drywall project. Perry the homeowner was
thrilled to see us and we got to work. The old
ceiling between falling down from the water
damage and was already torn out. We still had a lot
of prep work before we could start hanging drywall.
While prepping for the drywall we also insulated
the entire ceiling. Then applied the drywall. The
girls took over with the joint compound and
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A Crown of Thorns from p 2

I Invite You to Join Me on A Lenten Journey
The epiphany of the Holy Spirit that I experienced
while trying to cleanout the basement inspired me
take a very different Lenten discipline. Each day of
lent, I will be removing three items from the
parsonage. That means that by the time lent is
over, I will have donated or found new homes for
more than 120 items.
So far, it’s been a surprisingly difficult journey.
Each time I let go of an item, I find that I need to
place my trust in God. It reminds me of the famous
quote to, “Let go and let God.”
This lent, I would like to invite you to join me in
a lenten discipline of your own. You could give up
something, like chocolate, commit yourself to
joining us for Bible Study on Thursdays, or you
could join me in working to clean both the
parsonage and our church home. Whatever you
decide, I hope that this lent will be a blessed time
that leads you to the foot of the cross.
I can’t wait to see you on Easter.
Until Next Time,
May God Bless & Keep You,

In Luke, Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah, "The
Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent Me to proclaim deliverance to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the
oppressed (Luke 4:18)."
In the past, I confess that I have struggled with
this, especially the section about recovery of sight
to the blind.
Isaiah promises that God will exchange our
ashes (an ancient symbol of mourning and grief)
for a crown of glory.
Could the prophet Isaiah have imagined how
gloriously God would keep God's promise?
Who could have ever imagined that a crown of
thorns could be so beautiful?
When it comes to sorrow- no one knows it
better than God.
When it comes to pain, no one understands it
better than Christ.
My grandfather wasn't
in the box in the basementhe is in heaven!
Jesus wasn't in the
tomb- HE IS RISEN.

Rev. Rebecca
P.S. Visit our website at www.ccumc.us to find
more devotions from Rev. Rebecca and to keep up
with all the exciting things happening at CCUMC!

Watch Out!
Instead, use dry ashes (ground to a fine powder),
or mix the ashes with a little olive oil or some other
vegetable oil. Similarly, do not remove the ashes
by trying to wash them off! Instead, rub them off
with a towel (not moistened with water) followed
by, as the text from Matthew's Gospel suggests,
some olive oil or other vegetable oil to help remove
the residue.
From the Discipleship Ministries of the United
Methodist Church. Found by Pam Harker

On page 321, The United
Methodist Book of Worship
incorrectly suggests that "The
ashes may be mixed with a
small amount of water for the
Imposition of Ashes." Do not
do this. The mixture may form
a caustic substance that will
irritate or even burn the skin.
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Alone

me. You would think they’d be surprised to see a man
sitting on his footlocker at the end of the runway, but
they ignored me. I was really alone, wondering where I
would sleep that night and what my new job would be
next morning. The peonies were blooming in the yard of
the family and I could smell their sweet scent through
the fence. Here was a family not much affected by the
war. They had a perfect home far from danger, and I
was going to the jungles far away from my family.
Have any of you who are reading this had an
experience when your life went from joy and peace to
fear and feelings of loneliness and abandonment?
When your dreams and hopes fly away like an
airplane and you are “at the end of your rope” (or the
end of a runway), when a feeling of discouragement
keeps you from enjoying peace and your future is
clouded, remember that “this too shall pass away.”
When you are alone because people ignore you and
don’t care what happens to you, remember how lonely
Jesus must have felt in Gethsemane when his disciples
deserted him, and how Paul lamented in II Timothy 4:
16-17: “No man stood with me, but all men forsook me.
Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me and
strengthened me.” Paul encourages us by saying, “We
are troubled on every side, yet not distressed. We are
perplexed, but not in despair. Persecuted, but not
forsaken. Cast down but not destroyed. (II Corinthians
4: 8-9).
Paul had every reason to feel lonely. He tells us in
II Corinthians 11:23 - 33 that he had been whipped
many times in prison, near death often, on five different
occasions given 39 lashings, three times beaten with
rods, once stoned, three times shipwrecked, a night and
a day in the deep, in peril of robbers, in weariness, in
hunger and death, cold and without clothing, saved
from death from being dropped in a basket over a wall.
My experience of loneliness is imprinted in my
mind after 75 years. When the peonies bloom every
spring, I often still recall their sweet scent through the
mesh fence. The Lord stood by me for the remainder of
the war and brought me home safely. In all the distress,
trouble, and fear, when all others abandon you, the
Lord stands by you. He still lets you see the peonies
and smell their sweetness, so “why are you cast down
my soul and why are you dispirited?” (Psalm 42:5)

Richard VanScoyoc
Richard VanScoyoc celebrated his 102 birthday on
October 16, 2018. He is a loyal contributor to our church
newsletter. He served for many years as a gifted lay
preacher. Now, he shares his faith through writing. We are
so blessed to have him as part of our church family.

In 1943, I had one of the best jobs in the U.S. Air
Force. I was a Tech Supply Officer in an Air Force
squadron at an airbase near Austin, Texas. Austin is
the capital of Texas, and the University of Texas is
located there. Sports and cultural events were
available. I roomed in an old Victorian house in
downtown Austin along with another officer. We ate our
dinner at a nearby restaurant and were bused each
morning to the Air Force base. I was far away from the
war. Then my paradise ended.
Another Air Force Group at Ft. Wayne, Indiana,
was preparing to go overseas to the jungles of New
Guinea in the far-away Pacific. One of their Supply
Officers was in the hospital and would be left behind,
and a replacement officer was needed. Headquarters
had somehow found my name and sent orders for me
to come to Ft. Wayne immediately. My squadron
commander was told to provide an airplane and crew to
fly me there. Before I had time to say goodbye to my
friends, I found myself alone in the cargo section of the
plane, with my luggage, flying to Ft. Wayne. I was in
shock. As I listened to the hum of the engines, I
wondered how I got in such a situation.
The plane landed at Ft. Wayne just at sunset. The
crew was anxious to get back to Austin, so without
turning off the engines at the end of the runway, they
ordered me off the plane with all my luggage and told
me to wait until someone from the tower would come
and get me. I watched the airplane disappear in the
twilight sky. “And when evening had come he was there
alone.” (Matthew 14:23)
There I sat on my footlocker at the very end of the
runway all alone. The crew didn’t care what happened
to me in their haste to get back to Austin. “No eye
pitied you, to do any of these things to you out of
compassion for you; but you were cast out on the open
field.” (Ezekiel 16:5)
I was cast out of the airplane to the end of the
runway.
There was a mesh metal fence separating the
runway from houses on the other side. I noticed a
young family — a mother and a father and two young
children — having a cookout in their backyard. I could
plainly see them through the fence and they could see
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Bad Boys of Easter

Sundae Sunday

Andy Stanley

April 28 - 2:00
Come one and all and
invite your friends and
neighbors to our
community open house
event. What better way to
celebrate the beginning of
a new year of resurrection
than with a party. We will
have time to fellowship
together and our visitors
will have the opportunity to
see our church and meet
our family. Join us for ice
cream and activities on Sunday, April 28 at 2:00.

In the days and
weeks preceding the
crucifixion and
resurrection of
Jesus, three men
found their way into
the story. Each
refused to abandon
his quest for control
and surrender to the Savior of the world. Join us for
our Lenten dvd study and discuss how we can
avoid the mistakes they made. Thursdays at 6:30
for dessert for four weeks beginning March 14.
Study led by Pam Harker

Boy Erased

The Story of Heaven
Max Lucado and Randy Frazee
Small Group Study - May

Sunday, March 31 at 12:30
Movie Matinee

Join us for a three week exploration into the
hope and promise of heaven.
We will have the opportunity to
learn, discuss and apply
biblical teaching about heaven
to our everyday lives. Some of
the talking points are:
# Christ Has Risen
# Resurrection Promises
# New Bodies
# A Picture of the Kingdom
of God
# Being a Participant in
God's Story
# Jesus' Return
# New Earth Eternity

Based on the memoir of
Garrard Conley, the son of a
Baptist pastor in a small
American town, the film tells the
story of the fall out after being
outed as gay to his family. His
parents struggle to reconcile
their love for their son with their
religious beliefs. Fearing a loss
of family, friends and community,
Jared (the name of the movie
character) is pressured into
attending a Christian conversion therapy program.
While there, Jared comes into conflict with it's
leader and begins his journey to finding his own
voice and accepting his true self.
Movie and lunch at 12:30 followed by
discussion. Film is 1 hour and 55 minutes and
Rated R.

Come for dessert Thursdays at 6:30 beginning
May 2. Study led by Pam Harker

*If you've already seen the film and just want to
participate in discussion, please arrive at 2:30.
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Green Book

Prayer Quilt Ministry

Sunday, May 5 at 12:30
Movie Matinee

We have the room set up to begin work on
preparing Prayer Quilts. We have scheduled the
first official meeting for March 26th at 9:30 and
would like to invite you to join us for cutting,
pressing, sewing and completing the quilts or just
for a time of fellowship. If you are interested
please contact me (947-0379) or church office or
just show up. No experience necessary! I am
envisioning some morning, afternoon and evening
dates so anyone still working can participate if they
desire and the day of the week can be altered at
times to fit schedules.
We are looking for some additional supplies
that you may have stashed away and no longer
use. We could use an additional sewing machine
(doesn’t need to do fancy stitches, just straight
seams works fine for piecing together and an
ironing board or mat. Also would appreciate a few
chairs with adjustable heights. Over time we will
need to restock our supplies of fabric, thread, quilt
batting and crochet cotton for the ties, so please
keep us in mind if you happen to find some of
these items. If we have a lot of interest we may
need additional fabric cutting mats and rulers but
we will have a better idea once we have met a few
times. I presently have 3 quilt tops completed so
anyone can see and learn the various steps in
making the quilts. Most importantly we need your
prayers for a successful ministry. “It isn’t about
the quilts, but the prayers prayed as we work and
the prayers of our church family as they are
distributed to those who need comfort and healing
of mind, body and soul.”
Hope to spend time working in fellowship with
you.
Gloria Frederick

This movie is inspired
by Dr. Don Shirley, a world
class Jamaican-American
classical and jazz pianist,
who is about to embark on a
concert tour in the Deep
South in 1962. In need of a
driver and protection, Shirley
hires Tony Lip, a bouncer
from an Italian-American
neighborhood in the Bronx.
Despite their differences, the
men develop an unexpected
bond while confronting racism and danger in an era
of segregation.
The movie gets its name from The Negro
Motorist Green Book which was published annually
from 1936 to 1966, during the Jim Crow laws,
when open and legal discrimination against
African-Americans and other non-whites was
widespread. This travel guide listed services and
places relatively friendly to African-Americans at
that time.
Movie and lunch at 12:30 followed by
discussion. Film is 2 hours and 10 minutes and
Rated PG-13.
*If you've already seen the film and just want to
participate in discussion, please arrive at 2:45.

HUB Needs
Hand Towels and wash clothes (Walmart has the
best price).
Band aides, Nail Clippers
Children’s Blunt scissors, Crayons
150 sheet pkg. of 3 ring loose leaf notepaper
2 gallon storage bags
Crocheted or knitted infant sweaters (There are
patterns available if you are interested).
Onesies and Sleepers 0-3 month
Baby wash clothes, Diaper pins

Setting up for the Prayer Quilt Ministry.
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A Note from Rev. Rebecca about
General Conference 2019

My hope is that our church will continue to be
a place where all people, no matter their age,
gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, will feel
welcome and loved.

Dear CCUMC Family,
First and foremost, allow me to state fervently
that all people, regardless of age, race, gender,
sexual orientation, or ability level are welcome at
Christ Community United Methodist Church.
Furthermore, all people are welcome in the greater
United Methodist Church. All people are invited to
be church members and to join with us as we live
out our church’s mission to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.
That has not changed.
As you may have heard, special session of the
General Conference of the United Methodist
Church was held February 23-26th. The session
had been convened to specifically deal with issues
relating to the LGBTQ community. At the end of the
conference, the United Methodist Church voted to
maintain our current stanceon LGBTQ issues.
The conference also voted to enact something
called the,“Traditional Plan.” There is a chance that
the Traditional Plan will be ruled unconstitutional in
April, but if it is ruled constitutional, then United
Methodist Clergy who officiate same sex unions will
face harsher penalties than in the past. It would
also require candidates for ministry to face closer
scrutiny regarding their sexuality.
Many people have a lot of feelings surrounding
the church’s decision to maintain our stance
regarding same sex marriage and the ordination of
LGBTQ clergy. The General Conference even
made the national news.
Therefore, I wanted to write you a special letter
in order to share some important information that I
would like you to know:
 First and Foremost: Everyone is Welcome at
CCUMC
 We all need Jesus.
 All people are made in the image of God.
 All people are of sacred worth.
I want to see our church overflowing with ALL
people. I want to see old people, young people,
people of all colors and ability levels, worshiping
and singing praises to God. I want to see our
sanctuary filled to bursting by so many different
people.

Some Quick Important Facts about the
United Methodist Church
The United Methodist Church does not
perform same sex marriages
The United Methodist Church does not ordain
LGBTQ clergy
All people, including LGBTQIZA+ people, are
welcome to become church members.
All people are encouraged to join us for
worship.
The Traditional Plan does not impact people
laity (non-clergy) unless they are seeking
ordination.
There were many people who hoped that after
General Conference 2019, the United Methodist
Church would change its stance and begin to
ordain LGBTQ clergy as well as perform LGBTQ
weddings. When the church voted to maintain our
current stance on LGBTQ issues, many people
were deeply hurt because they had hoped for
change.
We Are A Family
At CCUMC, we are a family. Families don’t
always get along. Sometimes, families disagree.
Sometimes, families argue.
But families always love each other.
There are some within our church family who
are deeply opposed to the ordination of LGBTQ
individuals and same sex weddings. There are
other people within our congregation who are
adamant allies of the LGBTQ community.
Whatever your feelings on this issue, it is my
hope that we can work together to continue to
share God’s love with our community and with our
world.
 Jesus loves all people.
 I want all people to come to church.
 It is my job to welcome people to Christ.
 I will only preach a Gospel of Love.
See You Sunday,
-Rev. Rebecca
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law and which parts will not.
What happens between now and the decisions
of the Judicial Council?
• The current 2016 Book of Discipline is in
effect.
• Once the Judicial Council rules, only those
parts determined as constitutional will become
effective January, 1, 2020.

A Letter from Bishop Jeremiah Park Regarding
General Conference 2019. This letter was
originally printed on the official website of the
Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist
Church. It can be accessed at SUSUMC.org
March 1, 2019
“If one part suffers, every part suffers with it;
if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is a part of it.” (1Corintians
12:26-27)

This General Conference displayed that The
United Methodist Church is a deeply wounded and
broken Church. In the midst of manifestation of hurt
and division, I give thanks for the witness of the
Susquehanna Conference delegation that you
elected. All of them felt the enormity of making
decisions on behalf of our church. Filled with
compassion Bishop Jeremiah J. Park and care for
each other, they were dedicated to the work you
sent them to do. They served with diligence,
integrity and faith, led by the Spirit of Christ.
This is indeed a tumultuous time. While
acknowledging that all are of sacred worth
deserving of and in need of the ministry of the
church, The United Methodist Church is in the
midst of immense pain. No matter where you stand
on the question of inclusion of LGBTQ persons in
the life and ministry of our church, pain is so deep
and real as both sides claim that their position was
made out of love for Jesus and the church. Pain
will prolong. Knowing that this question will not be
resolved by legislation, it will continue and
increase.
Knowing also that the intensity of pain is not
equivalent among all, I want to say to our gay and
lesbian sisters and brothers and their families and
friends that your love for Jesus and the church is
no less than anybody else. My heart goes out to
you and aches for the hurts and harms you have to
live through. You are of sacred worth to God. You
are God’s beloved. I will do my best to offer space
of welcome and hospitality for you to worship,
fellowship, and serve as partners in the ministry
and witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. My
prayers will continue to be with you for the grace of
assurance, strength, perseverance, healing and
wholeness. The Council of Bishops and the
Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops had a
time together respectively the day after the close of
General Conference. As you can imagine, the

My Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Susquehanna
Conference, Grace to you in the name of Jesus
Christ, Prince of Peace, Healer of our Brokenness,
and Hope of the World!
The General Conference is the highest
legislative body in The United Methodist Church
and the only body that can legislate church law and
speak officially for the church. The special session
of General Conference 2019 held in St. Louis has
ended. I am writing to share with you my heart and
my understanding of where our church is at this
time.
Here is what we know of the decisions of
General Conference 2019.
• The Traditional Plan passed by 54 votes. The
vote was 438 (53%) in favor, 384 (47%)
against.
• The Traditional Plan keeps the current
language around homosexuality and increases
accountability by streamlining the processes to
enforce penalties for violations of The Book of
Discipline related to marriage and ordination of
homosexual persons. Some parts of the
Traditional Plan were ruled unconstitutional
and the entire plan was referred to the Judicial
Council for review to determine what parts are
constitutional and what parts are not.
• A minority report was passed that would
provide for an exit for churches that choose
not to stay in The United Methodist Church.
That was also sent to the Judicial Council.
The Judicial Council, the highest court of the
church, will meet April 23-26, 2019 to consider all
these referrals. Thus, it will take some time to
clarify which parts will become part of our church
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mood was heavier than any other time in my tenure
as a bishop.
As we shared our pains and hurts over the
brokenness of our church at the college meeting, a
bishop reminded us of Isaiah 43. When God’s
people were in the midst of drowning waters and
fiery trials in exile, God’s words of assurance came
to them that they were God’s people known by
name, that God was their Savior, and that God
loved them. And God called them to give attention
to a promise that God was doing a new thing by
reminding them that God was making a way in the
desert and streams in the wasteland. God is able.
As your Bishop, what I know and what I
believe is:
• Those who have been hurt – God can heal.
• When the way feels the darkest – God will light
the path and lead us to God’s preferred future.
• While we cannot see beyond our hurt and
division – God holds the future in God’s hands
as God loves and holds all God’s children in
God’s loving arms.

which follows, may we find our healing and hope in
the possibility of God’s future as we love each
other more deeply and fully to embody the Beloved
Community of Christ.
In the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of
Peace, Healer of ou brokenness, and Hope of the
world.
† Jeremiah Park

The members of the UMW are hosting a
Lenten luncheon on Wednesday, April 17th at
noon. We will be serving soup, sandwiches and
dessert. Pastor Rebecca has recruited a special
speaker. In the next few weeks I will place a
signup sheet in the back of the church. Signing the
sheet is not a requirement for attending, simply to
get a basic idea of how many people to prepare
for. Everyone is invited.
.

At the Council meeting, Bishop Ken Carter,
President of the Council shared with us that, at
least once a year, pastor should preach a, “I have
a dream” message. Our “Susquehanna
Conference will embody the beloved community as
disciple making congregations.” God’s people,
please keep this vision of our conference alive as
best as you can. Clergy and laity alike, please
create as many opportunities to share with one
another your dream of the church in a most
inviting, winsome, honorable, humble, peaceful and
loving way that would reflect the Beloved
Community of Christ for such a time as this.
My sisters and brothers, Ash Wednesday and
Lent is but a few short days away. As you know
this season began as a time of fasting and
preparation for baptism for converts. It has evolved
into a significant time of prayer and penance for all
Christians. This Lenten Season, all in the church
have much to repent. Now more than ever we need
to be together as a faith community to reflect on
division and the hurts in the body of Christ by
things we have done and things undone. As we fall
on knees with convicted humility, God will hear us
and bring new life to our spirits and to our beloved
Church. Until the time of Easter and Pentecost

Do you have a view point you would like to
share? We are always looking for people to share
devotions, thoughts, and news in our newsletter.
This month, we will hear from Pam. Pam is a
member of our Matthew 28 leadership team and
our Administrative Council. Pam is also an
adamant LGBTQIZA+ ally.
Pam, like many of our LGBTQ siblings, was
deeply hurt by the decision of General Conference
2019 to maintain our current stance on LGBTQ
issues.
It’s okay if you don’t agree with Pam. But it is
important to make space to listen to one another.
We would also like to make space to listen to
your opinion. Please consider writing an article for
our newsletter and submitting it to
ccumc@outlook.com .
Rev. Rebecca
Pam’s article is on page 11
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toss the board and pieces in the trash?
I left a church over division within it's walls not
long after becoming a follower of Jesus. I was
away form church for awhile. Then I left another
church that could not accept my
decision to not have children. That time
I was away from church for a year. I
have been hurt by the church. I have
tried not to hurt people within the
church. Alas, we are human and it is
inevitable to escape the sin and pride
that comes with our DNA. Eventually I
felt the need to fill the void left that only a church
community can give. I sampled some churches and
found my way to Christ Community. I've been a
part of this congregation for almost twenty years.
I've wrestled with leaving. Walking away to
prove a point was looking like the right idea. I know
that's what many other United Methodist
congregants are considering. My conclusion is, I
need to stay. I need to stay and fight for inclusion
for all of God's children. I need to do that with the
people who love and accept me for who I am.
Those people are you. You, my church family,
whatever side of this issue you stand on, are lovers
of God and God's people. I've witnessed Christ
Community coming together to make ministry
happen in so many amazing ways. Sometimes we
do things that are giant undertakings for a small
congregation and many times very subtle personal
things that are only seen by a few. I can't speak for
other churches but I can speak for ours when I say
You, my church friends, are loving, accepting
people and I am thankful to have all of you in my
life.
And what becomes of the king in chess who
faces defeat? It doesn't really matter because
that's just a game and lives are not really at stake
on a wooden board with plastic pieces. What
matters to me is the King I worship fights sin and
oppression not with hatred but love. And love wins,
every single time. So friends, I hope that we can
continue to walk together and share Christ's love
and grace and peace with our neighbors in the way
described in 1 Corinthians. "Love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. Love never
fails."

Checkmate

by Pam Harker

Let's cut to the chase. Do I
believe homosexuality is a sin?
No. Absolutely not. So begins my
struggle with the wording in our
United Methodist Book of
Discipline that considers this
practice incompatible with
Christian teaching. The debate on human sexuality
is far from new. That said, our increased
understanding of biology and genetics has shined
much light on how we identify as sexual beings.
Today's understanding can not be compared to the
time of the writing of scriptures when the word
homosexual did not exist. We also have to
understand that a marriage was an exchange of a
woman for property or money, an actual sale, that
had little to do with love.
I was at my first annual conference when the
debate was brought to the floor to remove this
troublesome language from our Discipline. I can tell
you, it was hotly debated on both sides. There
were no "winners" on this subject and the debate
was handed over to the bishops and then
eventually led to this special conference. This was
the year of results and I was hopeful that my gay
friends would be able to marry in our churches and
my gay brothers and sisters would be able to
answer the call from God to minister in our
churches. Sadly, that is not the case. We are a
global church and in countries like Africa where
homosexuality is illegal, there was no way that
proposal would carry. So instead of finding a way
forward, we took a step back. Which leads me to
the checkmate.
I can tell you honestly, I am heartbroken.
When I heard the outcome of General Conference,
I didn't know what to do. I was angry, extremely
angry. I am also disappointed and sad. So many
emotions. I didn't know what to do or say. The
question I kept asking myself, how can I continue
to support a denomination that is in direct
opposition to my values and beliefs? In the game
of chess, checkmate puts the king in check and
there is no way to remove the threat. Checkmating
the opponent wins the game. The question for me
became, do I stay and play another round or do I
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perform gay marriages. If people who are gay
really want to get married in a church, they can get
married in the Lutheran Church or the Episcopal
Church.

Jeffery Holland is a member of Christ
Community United Methodist Church. He
is a member of the trustees and served
as last year’s delegate to Annual
Conference. He will also be a delegate to
this year’s Annual Conference.
Do you have a thoughtful opinion,
devotion, or announcement that you
would like to share? Please consider
submitting an article to our newsletter at
CCCUMC@outlook.com

The Traditional Plan
Makes Good Business Sense
The United Methodist Church is a global
church. I watched General
Conference with my wife
and I heard how
adamantly opposed to
homo-sexuality many
people are in other parts of
the world, especially in
Africa.
From a business
perspective, the United
Methodist Church made a
good decision by deciding
In this article, Jeff
works to apply the main
to not have gay pastors
elements of Wesley’s
and to not perform gay
Quadrilateral to his
weddings. We have set
argument. Wesley, the
ourselves up as the
founder of Methodism,
traditional choice.
believed in scripture,
The United Methodist
tradition, experience and
church is the second
reason. Jeff is a little tired
largest protestant
of how much Rebecca talks
denomination. Right now,
about Wesley. He believes
the UMC is the only
he is absorbing Wesley’s
mainline protestant
denomination (other than ideas through osmosis.
the Baptists) to not
support gay marriage. This makes us unique.
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I’m a Traditionalist
By: Jeffery Holland

I’m a traditionalist. I believe in the importance
of tradition and holding fast to our roots. I do not
support gay marriage, although I believe that all
people should be welcome in the church.
I believe that it is a sin to be gay. The Bible
says that we should do our best not to sin. I do not
judge people who are gay because I know that I
also sin. I know that Jesus forgives all of our sins,
but we should hold our clergy to a higher standard.
Marriage is Between a Man
and a Woman
I would not attend a church
where the pastor or the priest is
gay. It would make me
uncomfortable. I am particularly
bothered by the idea of a
transsexual person serving as a
Jeff believes that
pastor or priest. I do not think
marriage is
that God makes mistakes.
Rebecca and I were married between a man and
a woman. He
in September of 2017. It was a
believes that it is
very sacred and special
special and sacred.
moment. I believe that marriage
is between a man and a woman.
If people who are gay want to
get married, they can go before a judge and get
married. Gay marriage is legal in Pennsylvania so
the church doesn’t have to get involved.

We Are the Traditional Choice
I have heard that some people are leaving the
church because they have more progressive
viewpoints. I have also heard my wife say that she
is sad because she has some clergy friends who
are leaving.
I have friends who are gay. I do not hate gay
people. I am simply a traditionalist who believes in
the Bible and historic Christian teaching.
Historically, conservatives do not leave. It is
progressives and liberals who leave.
My name is Jeff and I am not leaving.
I am proud to be a traditionalist.

The United Methodist Church does not need to
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Church Calendar
March
14 - Thursday, Bible study 6:30pm
24 - Sunday, All Church Meeting 12:00 noon. Join us after
church as we discuss plans for future ministries at
CCUMC! Lunch provided.
26- Sew Pray Quilt Group 9:30am
28 - Thursday, Bible study 6:30pm
30 - Saturday, Church clean up day. 10:00am. Please help us
gather leaves and make the church grounds look ready for
Easter!
31 - Sunday, Boy Erased Movie and lunch 12:30pm

April
46817 18 19 2021 28 -

Thursday, Bible study 6:30pm
Saturday, Autism Group 9:00am
Monday, Ed Zeiders & Ad Council
Wednesday, Lenten luncheon - 12:00 noon
Thursday - Maundy Thursday service of Holy
Communion, 7pm. We will be offering an experience of
communion in an "upper room" setting.
Community Good Friday Cross walk 12:00 noon. A walk
across town starting at Providence Presbyterian.
Saturday, Easter Egg Hunt 10:30am
Sunday, Easter one service 10:00am
Sundae Sunday 2:00pm. Parents can enjoy a time of
Bible Study while Children enjoy Crafts. Everyone gets a
sundae! Childcare provided.

May
24591516 1718 -

Thursday, Bible Study 6:30pm
Saturday, Autism Support Group 9:00
Sunday, Green Book Movie and Lunch 12:30
Thursday, Bible Study 6:30pm
Set up for Rummage Sale 12:00 noon
Thursday, Bible Study 6:30pm
Continue to set up for Rummage Sale 6:30pm
Saturday, Rummage Sale 9:00 – Noon
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