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Dear CCUMC Family,

“The grass withers, the flower fades;  but the word of our God will stand
forever.” Isaiah 40:8 

Happy spring! Now that 2021 is in full swing, it feels as if the world is
continually changing. Sometimes this is a good thing, such as when the change
of the seasons brings us the welcome warmth of spring. Other times, changes
can be stressful and sad. 

I appreciate the digital age because the wonders of modern technology have
proved invaluable for people with disabilities. Using my iPad, I can enlarge the

text on Bible commentaries and listen to audio recordings of my favorite theologians; however, now that
the entire world has gone digital, I must confess that I get so tired of looking at screens all day. 
I was complaining to a dear friend about this recently, and they suggested that I try using a typewriter
to work on my sermons or to write my next book. “I think you’ll really like it,” they said. “With a
typewriter, you can let your thoughts and ideas flow. Writing on a computer is just making dots on the
screen.” 

I managed to find a blue Smith Corona typewriter from around 1970.
At first, I experienced a significant learning curve. I couldn’t figure out
how to feed paper into the machine and I kept jamming it. But after one
evening with my little typewriter, fell in love. 

The clacking of the keys lulled me into a sense of rhythm as I
worked on the first draft of my sermon about Jonah and the Whale. No
notifications buzzed through from my email while I was trying to
concentrate. Instead, the typewriter’s bell made a satisfying ding each
time I reached the end of a line. Soon, I had piled up several pages next
to me. 

The past has a lot of wisdom, and there is a great deal to be said for an analog life. Unplugging and
stepping away from the constant bustle of society can help us to connect to God. For some people, this
might look like taking a walk in nature to connect with the Holy Spirit. For others, it might be writing
down their prayers by hand in a prayer journal.  

It’s a lot to think about as 2021 stretches out before us. How can we maintain our human
connection to God and to one another in a digital world? 

For my part, I will continue to do my best to preserve the old ways by combining them with the best
of the digital world. I will keep using my little typewriter, but after the first draft, I will scan the pages into
my computer using an app on my iPhone. Then I will enlarge and edit the text in Microsoft Word. 
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The Word of God is ancient, steadfast, and unchanging. As Christians,
we are faced with a very unique challenge: How can we help the modern
world to understand the wisdom of our ancient heritage of faith? How can
we harness modern technology to spread the word of God, without letting it
dominate our lives? 

The Word of God is always constant, and the Fear of the Lord is the
beginning of Wisdom. 

With God, all things are possible. United as a church family, we can
continue to share God’s unchanging love with an ever changing world. I’m
excited to be on this journey with you.  

God Bless, 

Rev. Rebecca

 
Schedule

April 1st: Holy Thursday with Holy Communion at 6:30PM at Llyswen 
(308 Coleridge Ave. Altoona 16602)

April 2nd: Good Friday 
At 6:30 PM at CCUMC 

Easter Sunday: 9:30 am at Llyswen and 11AM at CCUMC 

Can Tabs for Service Paws

Service Paws of Central PA collects aluminum can
tabs as a small part of our fundraising.  We help
purchase service dogs (from accredited schools) and/or
help with extraordinary veterinary expenses for an
existing service dog.  Tabs can be dropped off in the
back of the church or on our porch at 413 -58th St.  

Celia Fagnani 
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Book Review: Tried Three Times
The Karmendi Story by Celeste Yost 

By: Jeff and Rebecca Holland 

Tried Three Times: The Karmendi Story is a

novel based on real events. The author combines

her own imagination with newspaper accounts

and court transcripts to tell the story of how

three-year-old Matthew Karmendi was murdered

by his mother, Margaret Karmendi, and her lover,

Roy Lockard,  in Altoona, Pennsylvania on April

21, 1936. 

The book is concise and holds the reader’s

attention; however, it also sad and deeply

troubling.

It describes in vivid detail the murder of

young Matthew, and sensitive readers should be

aware that the story is graphic in nature.

Although the story is shocking, it is of historical

significance because it happened here in our own

relatively quiet corner of Central, Pennsylvania.

Many of the places where the events took place

remain unchanged. You can still visit the plot of

land where the Karmendi house once stood and

the place where the actual murder was

committed still looks much the same as it did

over seventy years ago. 

On April 21, 1936, a record breaking spring

snowstorm swept through Altoona, PA. This was

also the evening when Margaret Karmendi and

Roy Lockard brutally murdered little Matthew

Karmendi by striking him in the head repeatedly

with a railroad spike. The novel also details the

subsequent trials that Margaret Karmendi and

Roy Lockard faced. Roy Lockard was sentenced

to death and executed on March 27, 1939.

Margaret Karmendi served a total of twenty-five

years in incarceration. She moved to Hollidays-

burg after she was released and died of natural

causes in the mid-1960s.

The author, Celeste Yost, is a paralegal and

freelance writer whose work has been published

in Chesapeake Bay Magazine, Passage Maker,

Good Housekeeping, and Ladies Home Journal.

She does a skillful job of combining both fact

and fiction. It is clear that she has done a great

deal of research and an extensive bibliography

is included with the text. The book includes

photos of local settings that play an important

role in the story and reproductions of newspaper

head shots of Margaret Karmendi and Roy

Lockard.  

If you are a fan of stories based on true

events, crime fiction, or local history, you may

enjoy this short novel. My husband and I took

turns reading it together over the course of two

evenings. In the end, we agreed that we enjoyed

learning about the local history surrounding the

tragedy, but that it was also very sad. Matthew

Karmendi is buried in the Children’s Hedgerow

of St. Mary’s Cemetery, Altoona, PA. 
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On Ash Wednesday, we held a combined
worship service with our sister church, Llyswen.
Hope Rowles and Kyle Brown provided special
music. Alex Schnaubelt played the prelude,
postlude, and meditative music during the
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. Tim
Van Scoyoc was our liturgist.  Nate Ross ran the
sound system, managed the livestream, and
created the Power Point. There were 21 people
in attendance and about a dozen people
worshiping online. Thank you so much to
everyone who helped make our worship service
an extra special time of praise!

Peanut Butter Pie
by Celia Fagnani

6 oz, cream Cheese
¾ cup sugar
2 Tb. milk 
1  cup peanut butter
1  8 oz. Cool Whip
1 large graham cracker curst

Thaw cool whip and allow
cream cheese to soften before
mixing all ingredients with
mixer.  Pour into crust and
refrigerate.  I usually make it a
day ahead so that the flavors
blend better. 

On February 14,2021 we welcomed three
new church members: Kerri Miller, Bryce Miller,
and Ron Espenlaub. Congratulations to our two
newest church members, Kerri and Ron, who
will be getting married in June!

Lenten Bible Study

For the next few Wednesdays at 6:30PM we will
be having our online Lenten Bible Study, 

The Women of the 
New Testament and Easter. 

I hope that you will join us!  Call the pastor to
send the “Zoom”  link so you can participate.  
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Fun Facts about 

Women from the Bible

During Lent, we gathered
to participate in an online Bible
Study. Our study focused on
Women in the New Testament.
We paid particular attention to
the women in the Easter story,
but we also learned fun facts
about lots of women. Here are
some interesting topics we

discussed: 
Jesus’s treatment of women in the Bible is

remarkable. At the time, women were viewed as
less than men. A woman was viewed as the
property of her father or husband. In contrast,
Jesus recognized the humanity of all people.
After the resurrection, women helped to spread
the Good News about Jesus and tell the world
about God’s love.

In the first century, one of the main
responsibilities of women was to make clothes
for their entire household. The symbol of a
woman’s duty was the loom. Many women would
weave the garments themselves and wealthy
women would supervise their servants’ work. 

� In the story of Tabitha (also called Dorcas)
we are told about how Peter raised her from
the dead, much like how Jesus raised
Lazarus. Tabitha was a generous Christian
leader. The women of the church were
deeply saddened when Tabitha died because
she was so kind to everyone. One of the
ways Tabitha showed her love was by
making clothes for others, especially people
who were in need (Acts 9:36-42). 

� Phoebe (Romans 16:1-2) was an important
Christian leader who was trusted by Paul.
Paul gave her the important task of taking his
letter to the church in Rome. This letter is
preserved in our modern Bible as the Epistle
to the Romans.

� Priscilla and Aquilla (Acts 18) were a
husband and wife in the New Testament.
After hearing Paul preach, they accepted
Jesus into their hearts. They welcomed Paul
into their home and supported his ministry.

� Priscilla and Aquilla met a man named
Apollos and heard him preach. He was a
very talented public speaker, but he only
knew about the teaching of John the Baptist.
Priscilla and Aquilla taught Apollos about
Jesus. Apollos accepted Jesus and went on
to use his gifts for preaching to spread the
Good News to many people. 

� Many people think that Mary Magdalene
was a prostitute, but the Bible never actually
says what her profession was. Instead, the
Bible tells a story of how Jesus healed her
by casting out seven demons that had
possessed her (Luke 8:1-3). 

Women have always been present through-
out Jesus’s ministry. They were present at the
cradle and the last ones to leave the foot of the
cross.  Mary Magdalene was one of the people
who discovered the empty tomb. She was one
of the first to witness the resurrection and to tell
others about it (John 20:11-18). In this way,
Mary became one of the very first preachers of
the Gospel.
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         2021 Easter Flower Order          

This year, a portion of all Easter flower orders will be donated to
the ministries of Christ Community UMC. By ordering Easter
flowers, you can help to make our sanctuary look beautiful for
Easter and help us to raise a funds to support our mission. Thank
you for your support!

To order Easter flowers, please put this
form in the offering plate or return it to the church office. The church
office is open Monday- Thursday, 9AM to 2PM. You can also call the
church office to place your order at 814-942-5586. 

Please make checks payable to “Christ Community UMC.” Please
clearly label all payment as “Easter Flowers.” Thank you!

 

Orders are due Sunday, March 21     

****All Flowers Cost $10.00***                                               

Please place the number of flowers you would like to order on the line. 

Tulips: Pink __________   Yellow _______     White_________   Red_________

Hyacinths:   Yellow ________    Purple ________   Pink__________

Daffodils: (Only Yellow Daffodils Are Available) _______________

 

Would you like these flowers to be dedicated in memory or in honor of someone? Please

complete the following lines. Otherwise, flowers will be dedicated To the Glory of God. 

I would like these flowers to be dedicated in Loving Memory for

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

I would like these flowers to be dedicated in Honor of

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

6


