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Dear CCUMC Family,
Happy Birthday! In 2018, we celebrate The United Methodist Church’s 50th
anniversary. Fifty years ago, on April 23, 1968, more than 10,000 people joined hands in
Dallas, TX in order to unite the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist
Church. This union between the two churches united us in love and Christian fellowship
so that we can continue do our best to share God’s love with the world. Today, there are
over 12 million members in the United Methodist Church.
On May 20, 2018, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. Pentecost is the birthday of the
entire Christian church! Chronologically, the Book of Acts should be read as the sequel to
the Gospel according to Luke. That means, that at this point in the Biblical narrative,
Jesus had already conquered death and ascended to heaven. Jesus had promised his
disciples that he would send the paraclete, or the “helper,” to guide them and to help them
in their earthly ministry. Although Jesus would no longer be physically present with the
disciples, the Holy Spirit would be sent to guide them and help them on their journey.
The Holy Spirit descended on the disciples during the Feast of Pentecost. According to the Book of Acts,
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of
a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Acts 2:1-4).”
In this passage from scripture, the Holy Spirit is described as appearing as “ tongues of flame,” but in other
parts of scripture, the Holy Spirit is compared to a dove. After Jesus is baptized, we are told the the Holy Spirit
descends upon him “like a dove,” and that a voice from heaven speaks saying, “You are my Son, with whom I
am well pleased (Luke 3:22).” For this reason, another common symbol of the Holy Spirit is the dove.
During the Pentecost season, on May 24, 1738 John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement,
was going through a time of personal struggle. He was experiencing great inner turmoil and the felt far from
God. Then, that evening, he attended a church gathering with some Moravians in Aldersgate. During the
worship service, Wesley had a great spiritual awakening. He described the experience by saying that he felt
his heart was “strangely warmed,” that night. He felt an assurance wash over him that he was loved by God
and forgiven of his sins. Charles Wesley, who was John’s brother and co-leader of the Methodist Movement,
had experienced a similar spiritual awakening only a few days earlier on the actual feast day of Pentecost,
The Holy Spirit continues to help and to guide the church and all people who accept Jesus as their Savior.
During our Pentecost Worship service on May 20th at 9AM or 11AM, you will be given a paper bird that we
will ask God to bless. Take this bird home and hang it in a place where you will see it every day. May it be a
physical reminder throughout this year that the Holy Spirit dwells within you. Every time you lay eyes open this
delicate little paper bird, may you be reminded that God loves you very much.
May the Holy Spirit set your heart on fire with the joy of the Lord, this Pentecost and throughout the
entire year!
God Bless & Keep You,

Pastor Rebecca
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A Blair County Trolley Line That Never Was….
Part 1: A Mystery from History
By Jeffery D. Holland
Recently, during my
expeditions to the local flea
markets and antique shops, I
happened to come across a
round brass seal that had been
used to emboss stock
certificates and legal
documents for a railway
company that I had never
heard of previously. I was
intrigued by the fact that I had
never heard the name of this railway company
before I purchased the seal and started my
research.
The seal itself is about two inches in diameter
and made of solid brass. It is engraved in reverse
around the outer edge with the words, "Altoona,
Hollidaysburg & Bedford Springs Railway
Company. Incorporated 1905." The single word,
"Seal," is written in large letters in the center.
After I purchased it, I brought the seal home and
set to work searching Google and
newspaperarchive.com for more information. What
I discovered turned out to be very interesting.
Tracking Down the Story
According to my research, the Altoona
Hollidaysburg & Bedford Springs Railway was
meant to be an interurban electric railway company
that would connect Altoona, Hollidaysburg,
Duncansville, Newry, McKee, Roaring Spring,
Martinsburg, Woodbury, Loysburg, Tatesville,
Everett, Mount Dallas, and Bedford. Had it come
into existence, the railway would have terminated
at the Bedford Springs and the right-of-way would
have totaled approximately 50 miles of track.
The first article I found in the Altoona Mirror was
dated January 31, 1905. It states that it was almost
certain that the Southern Traction Company would
build the proposed railway from Altoona through to
Bedford Springs. According to the article, the name
was recently changed from the "Southern Traction
Company," to the "Altoona, Hollidaysburg &
Bedford Springs Railway Company."
In this article, it also states that a New York

Trust Company had financed the operation with a
mortgage of 1.2 million dollars for the cost of
construction and that they expected cars to be
running by the following winter between Altoona
and Bedford Springs.
The next mention in print of this company occurs
almost an entire year later on January 26, 1906.
The headline reads, "Trolley Line Revived Again."
In this article, it states that the company had
changed its name from the "Southern Traction
Company," to the "Altoona Hollidaysburg & Bedford
Springs Railway Company." The article once more
mentions that a New York Trust Company is
interested in the project and would be financing its
construction.
The next article regarding this company
appeared on March 22, 1906. It is entitled, “Trolley
At Last.” The article mentions that a mortgage had
been created between the Altoona Hollidaysburg
and Bedford Springs Railway Company and the
Standard Trust Company of New York that secured
the issue of bonds in the amount of $1,200,000 and
that officers of both companies had signed the
agreement. The information was filed with both
Blair and Bedford counties. The mortgage stated
that the railway company was originally organized
as the "Southern Traction Street Railway
Company," and included a franchise that extended
from Altoona to Roaring Spring. In 1905, this was
extended about 22 miles more to the Bedford
Springs and the name was changed to the "Altoona
Hollidaysburg & Bedford Springs Railway
Company." The
company evidently
intended to proceed
with the
construction of the
railway and would
issue bonds for the
purpose of raising
the capital required
to carry on with
construction.
Cont. p 4
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It is engraved in reverse

Pictured: Altoona Logan Valley Railway Streetcar
on it’s last day of service near the intersection of
6th Ave. and 58 th St. Although this article
examines the story of a trolley line that never
materialized, the Altoona Logan Valley Electric
Railway functioned until 1954.
Laying the Groundwork
On April 28, 1906 an article in the Altoona Mirror
states that work was expected to begin on
construction next month on the proposed
right-of-way between Altoona and Bedford. It
seems there must have been some indecision as to
the right-of-way at the time. The article mentioned
that two committees met to decide the path of the
right-of-way. One group advocated for the track to
pass through the Eldorado section of Altoona and
include Duncansville, Newry, Claysburg, Osterberg,
and Bedford. The other committee advocated that
the route should pass through Hollidaysburg,
Duncansville, Newry, McKee, Roaring Spring,
Martinsburg, Woodbury, Loysburg, Tatesville,
Everett, Mount Dallas, Bedford, and finally Bedford
Springs.
This article also mentions that the company's
president, Frank G. Patterson, and the company's
engineer, H.C. Gwin, were convinced that within
the next month construction would commence on
the Roaring Spring division. At the time, Patterson
was in New York arranging for capital to carry out
construction of the project.
According to another article in the Altoona
Mirror, Patterson was in Altoona seven months
later on November 21st negotiating a contract
regarding the poles needed to build the railway.
The contract for furnishing the poles was

awarded to Norman Wilt of Pleasantville, Bedford
County. The contract for the setting of these poles
was awarded to John Davis of Altoona. The poles
were to be delivered and set between the towns of
Duncansville and Newry.
Patterson stated that cars would be running into
Newry by the 4th of July and that the contract for
grading the right-of- way and laying the track had
been awarded to the Federal Construction
Company of Pittsburgh. Work would commence as
soon as possible. Additionally, the Allison Chalmers
Company of Milwaukee was contracted for the
construction of the overhead wire that would power
the cars.
By November 24, the survey for the company's
right-of-way had been completed. The route from
Altoona would pass over the Dempsey Farm and
follow Burgoon Road along the Pennsylvania
Railroads Branch. The route would continue
through the Colclesser property in Eldorado to the
Stiffler Farm, then to Canan and onward to
Duncansville.
On December 27th 1906, they stated that they
expected the right-of-way, which was currently
under construction, to have cars running on its first
division by Memorial Day of 1907.
A Mystery from History
Things seemed to be developing quite well.
Then, a very interesting event occurred that
brought the entire project to a standstill. On
February 22, 1907 the Altoona Mirror reported that
the Altoona, Hollidaysburg and Bedford Springs
Railway Company had erected trolley poles in the
southern section of Altoona. During the
construction of the right-of-way, twenty-one of
those poles had been cut down and laid in the
right-of-way. An investigation was said to be
underway. Why were these poles cut down?
Who had performed this act of vandalism?
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A Real God
Richard VanScoyoc
I read, "The gladdest thing upon earth is to have
a real God."
A Sunday School teacher asked her class of
children what they were thankful for. Some named
their parents, their home, their dog, their toys, their
friends. One seven-year-old boy asked if he could
whisper to his teacher what he was thankful for. He
didn't know how his fellow classmates would
respond to his answer if he said it out loud, so he
whispered in his teacher's ear, "I am thankful that
God is real and not pretend."

How reassuring it is to us to know
we have a real, living God, and not a
pretend God.

A young boy was very ill and his anxious father
was praying for his recovery. The boy listened as
his father earnestly begged God to heal his son.
The boy asked his father, "Is this prayer real, or is it
just talking?" We want God to be real and our
prayers to be real.
I John 4:12 says, "No man has seen God at any
time." Philip, one of Jesus' disciples, said to Jesus,
"Show us the father and we shall be satisfied."
(John 14:8) Philip knew Jesus personally, but God
was vague to him. Philip wanted a real God whom
he could see. Jesus told Philip, "He that seeth me
has seen the father." We see God through Jesus.
God is as real as Jesus. John 12:45 says, "He that
seeth me seeth him who sent me." I John 1:3 says,
"That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you." John had actually seen Jesus. Jesus
was alive and real to him. John saw God in Jesus.
The day after I finished writing this devotion, I
read in the Daily Bread a devotion that fit well with
these thoughts, so I inserted some of it here: TV
host Art Linkletter asked a little boy what he was
drawing. The boy answered, "A picture of God."
Linkletter said to the boy, "You can't do that
because nobody knows what God looks like." The
boy said, "They will when I'm through."
The devotion continued with Philip's request to
Jesus, "Show us the father." The writer

commented, "A friend of mine once told me that the
only God he could believe in (a real God) is the one
he saw in Jesus." We see God through Jesus. The
little boy had seen pictures of Jesus, and he was
drawing a picture of God that looked like Jesus.
When the great chemist Sir Michael Faraday
was on his deathbed, some journalists questioned
him as to his speculations concerning the soul and
death. "Speculations?" said the dying man. "I know
nothing about speculations. I am resting upon
certainties."
How reassuring it is to us to know we have a
real, living God, and not a pretend God.
We may speculate about what heaven is like
and where heaven is, but I am confident that when
we get to heaven, Jesus will be there, and he will
be real, not a dream. I Peter 1:8 says, "Whom
having not seen, you love; in whom, though now
you see him not, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory." That describes us.
We believe in a real God whom we have not seen.
Paul says "We walk by faith, not by sight." We have
faith that God is real.
"My heart and my flesh cry out for the living
God." (Psalm 84:2) He that comes to God must
believe that God is, and that God is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.
God is living, real, and true. O that we might
know him. "Recognize his presence, he is here,
close by, his presence is real." (Streams in the
Desert)
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Rummage Sale
Saturday, June 30 9 - noon
Once again we will be holding a church
rummage sale. Your participation is
greatly appreciated. You can help in
numerous ways. Any gently used
items from your house that you are
willing to donate is the best way to
start. Spread the word to your family
and friends and let them know as
they are doing their spring cleaning, we will
welcome their donations. Items can be dropped off
during church office hours or by appointment by
contacting Connie. We will see that someone is
here to collect them. Drop off begins June 14 and
runs through June 28.
Another way to help is by joining us Thursday,
June 28 and Friday June 29 for set up. This
involves putting up tables and unpacking all the
donations received. This is both work and fun. One
of the best parts to this is getting a first look at
what's been donated and having a first chance to
make purchases.

Bible Study

Pursuing God
Encountering His Love and Beauty in the Bible
by Margaret Feinberg
We will begin a six week study of
Genesis on Monday, June 18 at the
church at 6:30. Each week you will read
part of Genesis prior to attending. The
group will open with a thought provoking
activity, then a DVD session followed by
discussion. Unlike prior studies, there
will be no dinner at six but we will have
dessert or a snack.
From our first encounter with God in Genesis,
we realize that scripture is God's story. God is the
central character, and God is the author. And
because God loves us, we have been invited to
walk with Him from the beginning of time. Genesis
shows us God's character and attributes. God is
the source of life, all powerful, all knowing, immortal
and transcendent. Also, Genesis reminds

Following those two days, we get to sale day.
Saturday, June 30, will arrive and you can expect
to see people filling the parking lot and getting in
line early. This can be hectic and exhilarating.
People get very excited about their
treasure hunt and we get to chat with
neighbors from across the towns.
During this time, we are looking for
folks to keep things tidy, collect
money and interact with shoppers.
Finally we arrive at clean up time.
This is when we pack up the leftovers, tear down
the tables are haul stuff away. At this point we need
a little more muscle in our workers.
If you are willing and able to help, we have a
place for you. This is a wonderful time of fellowship
with one another and the neighbors that come
through the door. If you can not help with any of the
above pieces, please pray that this ministry
reaches those in need. The ones who come
through the doors of our church and the ones who
will be reached by the monies collected.
For any questions, please contact Pam.

us that even when we question, doubt, disobey and
create our own way, God continues to love and
pursue us.
If you plan on attending, please have Genesis
Chapters 1 - 3 read for week one. I'm looking
forward to walking with you through God's
beginning and our beginning. If you have any
questions, please contact me. Pam Harker
941-9234 or levidogg@atlanticbb.net

The schedule is as follows
June 18 - Encountering God - Genesis 1 -3
June 25 - Call on the Name of the Lord - Genesis 4 - 11
July 2 - The Pursuit, The Promise, and The Provision Genesis 12 -23
July 9 - When Love Goes Right and When Love Goes Wrong Genesis 24 - 27
July 16 - It's Not About You - Genesis 28 - 36
July 23 - Finding God Among Prisons and Palaces Genesis 37- 50
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Evergreen Manor
Breakfast and Lunch
Summer Food Collection
Last year we
stepped out in faith to
help serve and provide
breakfast and lunch for
the children and youth at
Evergreen Manor. With
our help and other
organizations, this was a
huge success in making sure kids had something
to eat throughout the week. This year we are
volunteering a little differently. We are working with
St. Vincent DePaul to collect specific items to help
them provide meals. This will eliminate collecting
too much of certain items and keeping a watch on
what is being used to avoid any waste. Although
we did an excellent job last year, we have taken a
look at what worked and how we could do better.
With St. Vincent gathering the collections and doing
the distribution, we will streamline the process. That
said, there will be food lists in the

bulletins for donation ideas. Also, they will take
grocery store gift card donations to purchase
perishable items such as milk, cheese and lunch
meats. Again, all donations will be given to our
contact at St. Vincent De Paul.
More than 13 million children in the United
States live in "food insecure" homes. That phrase
may sound mild, but it means that those families
don't regularly have enough food to eat. One in six
children in the US face hunger. Hunger is a
problem that most often affects low-income
families. Tragically, a huge number of Americans
fall below the federal poverty level. This means the
family Doesn’t have enough money to afford life
necessities: food, clothing, shelter and
transportation. In 2016, the federal poverty level
was $24,300 for a family of four. Almost 13% of all
Americans fall below this line. Families making
twice that much are still considered low-income and
struggle to provide. Pennsylvania's Food Insecurity
Level is 17.9%, falling above the 13% national
average.
We thank you in advance for your participation
in helping to feed our neighborhood children.

like to share this Pentecost season. During this
time in the church season, we are looking at our
gifts and how we can use them to serve our
neighbors. It’s very important for us to encourage
one another to use what we have, when we can,
to do the work that Jesus started. So as you read
this story, remember, it doesn’t matter if you are
carrying the pebbles or the boulders. Both are
equally important when we are building bridges to
Jesus.

Pam’s Fables
When I was a kid, I loved, loved, loved reading
Aesop’s Fables and all the stories I could find like
them. They were short little tales, usually involving
animals that seemed relatable and wise. Now that
I’m older, I realize how similar these stories are to
the parables that Jesus told. Stories that paint an
imaginative picture that end with a simple
message. One that many times explains that none
of us are perfect and that we are all important in
the world around us. I found such a story that I’d

Pam Harker
continued p 8
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The squirrel answered, “I cannot carry rocks or
stones. I can only lift small pebbles, but that is
what I can do to help. My heart weeps for Sita and
I want to be of assistance.”
The monkeys moved the squirrel away, but she
continued to carry small pebbles and pile them up
nearby. Finally, one monkey grew so irritated that
he lifted the little animal and threw her into the air.
The squirrel cried out, “Rama!” The King lifted his
hand and caught the squirrel safely in his palm.
It was just at that moment that the monkeys
realized they needed the little pebbles to place
between the larger stones to keep the bridge from
falling.
Sri Rama said to them, “Monkeys, never
despise the weak or the deeds of those that are
not as strong as you. Each serves according to his
strength and capacities and each is needed to
make this bridge.” With three fingers, Sri Rama
drew three lines down the squirrel’s back. “What
truly matters is not the strength one has, but how
great one’s love and devotion is.” From that day
forth squirrels have had three pale stripes on their
rich brown furry backs—marks of the great Sri
Rama. And that is how the strongest bridge across
the sea was built.
Although this story is a fable from India, it can
remind us of an important lesson. As Christians we
must remember that God gives us all different gifts
and graces. Some are big and strong like the
monkeys, and some are small and hard working,
like the squirrel, but no matter our size, we can still
serve. No one is too big and important to help
those in need and no one is too small to be
precious to God. No matter our size or ability
level, God loves us. This spring, every time you
see a little squirrel playing in the yard, know that
you are special and loved by God.

How Squirrel Got Its Stripes
A Tale from the
Ramayana, the ancient
Hindu epic poem of
India, which narrates the
struggle of the divine
prince Sri Rama to
rescue his wife Sita from
the demon king Ravana.
“Each serves
according to their
strength.”
Long ago, in ancient
India, a ten-headed
monster called Ravana
the Rakshasa kidnaped
a king’s beloved wife.
The king was named Sri (Lord) Rama and his
queen was named Sita. Everyone loved the king
and queen because their hearts were pure. Sri
Rama set off to rescue his wife with the Prime
Minister of the Monkey King, Sri Hanuman, leading
an army of monkeys.
They traveled until they came to a vast sea that
they would have to cross to reach Ravana’s
kingdom. Sri Rama attempted to calm the raging
ocean by shooting his magic arrows into the
waves. But the King of the Sea rose up and said,
“The seas cannot be overcome by force, but only
by building a strong bridge.” So, Sri Rama ordered
the monkeys to construct a stone bridge that could
hold his entire invading army.
Monkey after monkey set to work carrying huge
stones and enormous boulders to the seaside.
Thousands of monkeys worked ceaselessly and
Sri Rama was pleased. Then the king noticed that
a small brown squirrel rushed up and down from
the hills to the shore carrying little pebbles in her
mouth. He wondered, “What is that little creature
doing?”
The monkeys also saw the squirrel and grew
angry. “Get out of our way,” they screeched. “You
are too small. You are not needed.”
The little squirrel looked up and said, “I am
helping to build the bridge to save Queen Sita.” All
the monkeys began to laugh. They held their sides
and roared and hopped and mocked the little
squirrel. “We have never heard anything so foolish
in our entire lives,” they said.
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One thing that all churches, and all cars,
have in common is that they must be in
alignment. If a car’s tires are out of alignment, the
car will drive poorly and might even veer off the
road. By comparison, if a church’s ministries are
out of alignment, we lose direction and allow
people to become lost. It is important to not allow
people to become lost in the shuffle. Perhaps the
most important aspect of being a church is being
in relationship with God and with one another.
Here are some thoughts to keep in mind as we
consider how to help others along the road to
spiritual growth:
 Buckle your seat belt! Remember- safety first!
All volunteers that work with children should
have their PA State Clearances. Clearances
are easy to get and totally free! Why not
prayerfully consider getting your clearances
and volunteering to help with this summer’s
Vacation Bible School?
 Make sure there is room in the minivan! Did
you know that when a new person visits a
church, they want to sit in the very back of the
sanctuary? Often, visitors feel shy and want to
hang out in the background and observe what
is happening. When people are new to a
church, the very last place they want to sit is in
the front of the sanctuary where it can feel as if
everyone is starring at them! Consider leaving
seats open in the back the sanctuary on
Sunday morning for guests.
 The Bible is Your GPS! Do you remember
trying to find your way to a new place before
the era of GPS? Finding our way can be
confusing. That is why we should always turn to
scripture and take time to pray. The Bible offers
guidance for our confusing lives. Also, don’t be
afraid to share your road map (your Bible and
love of Jesus!) with others.

Navigate: Finding the
Path of Discipleship
This spring, clergy and laity from throughout the
Susquehanna Conference gathered at a high
school in Lewisburg for a conference entitled,
“Navigate.” The purpose of this conference was to
discuss how we as a church can do our best make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world!
Our mission as the United Methodist Church is
to help people to continue to grow spiritually and
to become mature disciples who inspire others to
follow Jesus. From 9AM to 5PM, clergy and laity
spent time at Navigate learning how we could be
more effective at helping people to grow in their
faith.
At the conference, we discussed how
individual churches are like cars. Ask yourself, if
Christ Community was a car, what type of car
would it be? One church said that their church
was like a “cute little sports car,” because they had
just completed a new renovation about which they
were very excited. Another church said that they
were more like a “broken down sedan,” because
they had so many problems. I shared that I like to
picture our church as a big happy minivan, with
lots of room for family.
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Pentecost Coloring Page
Can you color this picture that shows the flames and doves that Pastor Rebecca told us about on Pentecost?
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LImportant Announcement7
The church office will be closed the week of June 10th. If in event of Emergency, please contact
Pastor Rebecca’s cell phone number at 570-854-8006 and she will connect you with a local clergy
member to be of assistance. Have a blessed summer!
Also, there will be only one combined service on June 10th at 9am. Please note, there will be
no 11am service.

Important Dates
June 10- One Combined Service at 10AM
June 10-14- Church Office Closed
June 17: Happy Father’s Day!
June 30: Rummage Sale
July 9-13: Vacation Bible School!
August 19: Church Picnic at 10AM- Blessing of the
Animals! Bring your pet, or a picture of your pet, to be
blessed! (Location Pending)

Blueberry Sale
sponsored by the Altoona District Mission Central HUB
10# Box (Approximately 13 ½ pints) for $30.
Picked in NJ within 24 hours of delivery. Delivered Thursday July 5. Will freeze well.

Submit your order and payment (Checks payable to “ADMCHUB”) TO Jeri Calzaferri,
your local church coordinator by June 18.
Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Church/Charge __________________________________________________________________________________
Number of 10# boxes: _______________________________ X $30.00 = $_________________________ enc losed
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