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Dear Christ Community UMC Family,
The Holy Spirit is doing great things here at Christ Community UMC and in Altoona.
On Easter, we welcomed four new church members into our church. It was a
beautiful time in which I truly felt the Holy Spirit moving among us. Every time we
welcome new members into our church family, it is an opportunity for us to renew our
own membership covenant vows. As our church family read the words of the Apostles’
Creed together and renewed our commitment to Christ, I was deeply touched. I am so
honored to be here and to serve with you at Christ Community.
I’m pleased to announce that this year we will be doing Vacation Bible School in a
whole new way! Make sure you stay tuned to the local radio, because we will have a
radio advertisement for our Vacation Bible School this year!
Vacation Bible School will be held on six Wednesday evenings in July and August.
Our theme is ROAR: Safari! The evening will begin at 5PM with a family meal. Then, we will have activities for
both children, youth, and adults. I will be teaching a Bible Study for adults. Even if you don’t have children, I
hope you will join us for food, fellowship, and Bible Study. It is sure to be a rip-ROARING good time!
I would also like to let everyone know that Bishop Park has appointed me to serve Llyswen United
Methodist Church as well as Christ Community United Methodist Church. I know that this will be an
adjustment, but I have great hope that it will be a positive development for both Llyswen and Christ
Community.
Starting in July, Christ Community will have one worship service on Sundays at 11AM. I am looking
forward to having one large worship service at Christ Community instead of two smaller ones. I believe that it
will help to unite us as a family. Also, since all of our church family will be
united each week in one worship service, we might even have enough people
to start a church drama team or a choir! I think that would be wonderful. J
Our first combined worship service will be on Sunday, July 7 th at
11AM. In order to celebrate our first combined worship service, Maddie
Kephart, who is six years old, will be singing a solo. I hope that you will all
come and support her! We will also celebrate Holy Communion together.
If you would prefer an earlier worship time, please know that you are
invited to join me at Llyswen United Methodist Church every Sunday at
9:30AM.
I love you all very much and I’m excited to have another congregation to
love as well. One of my greatest joys in being a pastor is that I have had the opportunity to get to know all of
you wonderful people. Your stories have deeply touched my heart and my life. I’m looking forward to getting to
know our wonderful neighbors at Llyswen as well. I hope you will join me in making them feel welcome. It is my
hope that some of the children at Llyswen will join us for Vacation Bible School and that some of the adults
may join us for Bible Study. I hope that you will make them feel as warm and welcome as you have made me
feel over the years.
I’m looking forward to embarking on this new adventure with all of you!
May the Peace of Christ Be With You,

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
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Joy in the City
Devotional by Rev. Rebecca
As I write this letter to you, over a dozen
churches throughout our community are joining
together in order to pray for our city. Pastors
throughout the city were invited to submit a brief
piece of devotional writing in which we shared a
message of hope for the community. These
devotional writings will be bound together in a little
booklet and distributed to the community. I was
honored to be invited to be involved in the effort.
The number of people in Blair County who do
not have a church home is staggering. It is my hope
that these humble efforts by all of our churches
working together will help to lead people to Christ.
God is moving here in Altoona, and I know that
great things are in store for our little community here
at Christ Community UMC. I took it as an
opportunity to share a little bit about the wonderful
work of Christ that we are all engaged in here at
Christ Community. I wanted to take this opportunity
to share it with you.

I think of that young mother often and pray for
her every day. When I'm feeling helpless and
overwhelmed, I remember that God's steadfast love
"extends to the heavens," and that God's
faithfulness reaches higher than the clouds (Psalm
36:5).
God is the beginning and the end, the Alpha
and the Omega. God doesn't expect us to save the
world. God already took care of that when God sent
us Jesus. Instead, all that is asked of us is that we
give over our lives and our hearts to God.
We worship a God who seeks to be in
relationship with us. When we love God, that love
will inspire us to go and share that love with
others. We spread the gospel by forming true
and meaningful relationships with our neighbors
(Matthew 22:39). All of us are made in the
image of God. When we show love to another
person in need, we are showing that same love to
Jesus.
How do we spread the gospel?
One relationship at a time.
How do we change the world?
One small act of kindness at a time.

How Do We Change the World?
The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’
-Matthew 25:40 (NIV)
Every holiday season, the people of Christ
Community United Methodist Church and I work to
provide local families in need with a Thanksgiving
dinner. It is always a joy for me when I can help to
distribute the boxes of food and speak with the
families that we are helping. I particularly remember
my encounter with one young mother who had a
small child with her.
"Thank you," she said as she looked into my
eyes. "Thank you very much."
"I'm just sorry we couldn't do more,” I replied.
"No," she answered earnestly, "Every little bit
helps. This is more than enough."
There are so many people in need in our local
community that it can feel overwhelming. That is
why it is important for us to remember that we can’t
do it alone. It is not up to us to save the world.
God already did that when God sent us Jesus
(John 3:16).
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Richard Van
Scoyoc (October 30,
1916-May 30, 2019) was an
amazing man who lived a
truly extraordinary life.
Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a gifted preacher. We were
blessed to have Richard as a part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to
stand and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our
church Newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never
believed in putting off until tomorrow what could be
done today. As one of his final acts of service to Christ,
he wrote several that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously. Richard left us enough
devotions that we will be able to continue publishing
them to the end of the year, even though he has gone
home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.
Rev. Rebecca

The Balm of Gilead
Richard VanScoyoc

As I became very old, I was diagnosed as a
Type 2 diabetic. I get water blisters on my feet that
break and leave sores and take a long time to heal.
They are painful and I can not sleep some nights. I
have to sit up in a chair all night. I went to several
doctors, had Home Nursing come to the house, as
well as physical therapy. I got only temporary help

from them. In my pain I remembered Jeremiah 8:22.
“Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician
there? Why then is not the health of the daughter of
my people recovered?”
A balm is an aromatic substance derived from
plants. Gilead was an area east of the Jordan River
well known for its spices and ointments. In Gilead,
in Jeremiah’s time, the gummy extract from a bush
was highly sought as a cure for sores. The balm of
Gilead was a high quality ointment with healing
properties. Apparently, that bush did not grow in
Israel. The gummy secretions from that bush had to
be imported to Israel. But Jeremiah was thinking
that the threats to Israel by its enemies were like the
physical sores that needed to be healed. Israel
needed the “Balm of Gilead.”
Paul had an unknown sore or infection for
which he prayed God three times to be healed.
Instead of physical healing, God told Paul, “My
grace is sufficient for you.” I prayed, “Is there no
balm in Blair County to heal my diabetic sores? Is
there no physician in Altoona who knows what will
heal them?”
Before the American Civil War, the
African-American slaves in the south had no sign of
gaining their freedom. The deep sores of slavery
held them down. As they worshiped in the fields
they sang the spiritual of future freedom: “There is a
balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole. There
is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.” The
balm of Gilead was to heal the physical body, but
the slaves sang of a balm to heal the sin-sick
soul.(This spiritual is in the United Methodist
hymnal, #375.)
Jeremiah asked, “Is there no balm in Gilead?”
The slaves affirmed, “There is a balm in Gilead.”
Jeremiah looked hopelessly for a cure; the slaves
sang of a balm that was already there. Not a balm
to cure the physical body, but a
balm to forgive our sins. Jesus’
blood that was shed on the cross is
the balm to heal the sin-sick soul.
Paul gave up praying for
physical healing to accept God’s
grace and forgiveness. He said,
”While we look not at things which
are seen, but at the things that are
not seen, for the things that are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal.” (II
Corinthians 4:18).
See “Balm” p. 4
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Easter Egg Hunt -Thank You!

Balm” continued from p. 3
The balm of Gilead is for temporary physical
healing, but the balm of Jesus’ blood is for eternal
salvation.
I still pray for physical healing, but I know that I
have been redeemed (healed) by Jesus’ sacrifice
on the cross. He died for me. I still pray, “Abba
Father, you have many angels. Spare one angle to
send heavenly balm to heal my pain.” I pray that
there is at least one angel in heaven who would
volunteer to leave the side of Jesus in heaven to
bring the balm of heaven to our hurting earth.
Is there a balm of Gilead in your medicine
cabinet? Does your pharmacist stock the balm? And
does your doctor know about the balm? There is a
balm from Jesus to heal the sin-sick soul. The balm
of Jesus forgives our sins and we don’t have to
travel to a faraway country across the Jordan River to
get it. It is as near as Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins.

The balm of Gilead is for temporary
physical healing, but the balm of
Jesus’ blood is for eternal salvation.

Autism Support Group
Just a quick follow up about our autism support
group that we kicked off the beginning of this year.
We opened our doors for one hour the first
Saturday of each month for anyone who has family
or friends with autism or just wanted to gain some
insight. Thank you so much to those of you who
volunteered your morning to sit in on group or
provide childcare and for those providing snacks. A
special thanks to Rev. Rebecca and Priscilla for
leading the group and sharing your wealth of
knowledge. We will be taking three months of
summer break June, July and August and resume
the meetings again in September. I would
encourage those who volunteered your time or
donations of food to consider sharing these same
gifts during our summer of vacation bible study.
Again, you are a blessing and a gift and I appreciate
all the support for the autism group.
Much Thanks!
Pam.

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the
Easter Egg Hunt! The Easter Egg Hunt was a huge
success this year. We had almost thirty children and
their families join us. After the egg hunt, we enjoyed
delicious snacks and fellowship. I know that
everyone had a wonderful time. Thank you to all of
you who supported our effort through prayer,
donating candy and supplies, and volunteering your
time. Thank you also to everyone, including parents
and grandparents, who brought the young people in
your life to participate in this event. We appreciate
you!
Thanks again,
-Rev. Rebecca & Priscilla Walk

Kid’s Things Rummage Sale
The Kids Rummage sale was a great success.
We began the process of clearing out space in the
church and giving others the opportunity to use the
items on hand from the preschool. There were more
items than we needed so we sorted through and
kept a selection to keep here at the church. It was
decided that all proceeds from the sale will go to a
need name. We opened up the sale early to some
local preschools and
daycares. Nothing
was priced so
customers paid what
they thought the
items were worth and
what they could
afford. Totally the
sale earned $1232 for
the charity. Thanks to
all who helped to sort,
organize, lift, move,
set up, tear down and
be present during this
huge undertaking.
Your support is
greatly appreciated!
Satisfied Customer
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My Dream For Christ Community
By Pam Harker
I want to extend love and grace to people like
Jesus reached out to. People who don't seem
anything like me but who are exactly like me.
People who struggle with all kinds of different
unnamed demons but can find hope and life in Him.
While meeting to discuss developing a financial
plan for the church, Ed Zeiders asked what are our
hopes and dreams for the church. I hadn't found an
answer until the third time he was here. Maybe
something in the third. Perhaps because we are in
Eastertide. The resurrection is fresh in my mind. I
also just finished reading Shame-Less by Nadia
Bolz-Weber. Nadia is the "tattooed, swearing,
modern day pastor" who became popular in 2013
with her great book Pastrix. Although her tattoos
and swearing is almost always pointed out, she is
so much more than that. She was broken and
damaged by life and her church and came out the
other side still knowing God works and moves and
loves her.
In the book she says, "My Christian faith tells
me that the good news is only good if it is for
everyone, otherwise it's just ideology." She writes
about the woman anointing Jesus' feet at the last
supper and being "seen". Jesus sees us exactly as
we are and loves us. I certainly find this to be good
news. She writes, "But this Jesus thing is a
double-edged sword. Because as much as I
treasure the comfort of being seen by
God-made-flesh, forgiven and freed from harmful
designations, I also resent having to extend the
same to those I dislike." Honest and powerful
words.
When Jesus claimed in Acts the second
greatest commandment is "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.", He is essentially calling us to
see people and then see them as ourselves sinners made whole through the body and blood of
the resurrection.
Do you know how annoying it is that Jesus tells
me to love people I do not want to love? I am
convicted of this every time I get angry at
someone's decision to discriminate against and
exclude my gay friends. You don't love my friend
because she's gay. I don't love you because you

don't love my friend. Where does it end? It's a
vicious circle of complication. How do we stop the
perpetuation of meanness in our lives and the life of
the church? What does God intend that to look like?
Our job, the one Jesus assigned to us, as I
understand it, is to love one another. Not perfectly,
not easily but to do it. We are all just trying to
navigate the harshness in this world that tears
through all of our lives. We don't need to create any
extra damage to each other. The church should be
our sanctuary.
I said the resurrection is fresh in my mind. In
reality, the resurrection is what we live in as
Christians. If this is true, resurrection should always
be at the forefront of our thoughts and actions every
single day. This is my hope and dream for Christ
Community, to live in Easter Sunday every day and
to include all of our brothers and sisters in it's glory.
The empty tomb is for us all.

Easter 2018 at Christ Community
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Inspired
by Rachel Held Evans
A Book Review: by Pam Harker
For those unfamiliar with Rachel, she was
raised an evangelical Christian in the deep South.
At a young age she had memorized scripture, as a
teen, used the bible as a handbook and at her
conservative Christian college was taught all
subjects from a biblical world view. Then as a young
adult, she asked questions about scripture that no
one could answer. The deeper she studied the
scriptures for clarity, the more questions she found
herself asking.
Rachel's latest book, Inspired, looks at all the
different kinds of stories in the bible and wrestles
through the process of imagining them through
different lenses. She talks about discovering the
bible as a living, breathing book we can use to join
God's loving redemptive work in our world.
My favorite passage falls under "Gospel
Stories". "The gospel means that every small story
is part of a sweeping story, every ordinary life part
of an extraordinary movement. God is busy making
all things new, and the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus has opened that work to everyone who
wants in on it. The church is not a group of people
who believe all the same things; the church is a
group of people caught up in the same story, with
Jesus at the center."
This got me thinking. We are a part of the story.
The bible is not finished. We get to tell our stories. I
know my story. I understand my
story is different than yours
because we've lived different
experiences with Jesus. What's
crucial is to tell that story.
There is the story in
Matthew's and Mark's gospels
about a woman anointing Jesus
with a jar of costly perfume
before His arrest and crucifixion.
Jesus says, "Truly I tell you,
wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she
has done will also be told, in
memory of her." (Mark 14:9)

This response suggests we should not just talk
about Jesus death and resurrection but about His
life. His life, our life, our stories and how they
intersect, this is the good news of the gospel.

***Sadly, since this article was written, Rachel died
May 4 at 37 after a sudden illness. She leaves
behind two young children, a husband and a
community of followers who admired her stance on
finding a place for women and the LGBTQ
community in church. I attended a seminar where
she spoke and felt I knew her through her honest
and personal writing. This book is available in the
back of the sanctuary for anyone to borrow. It will
then be added to the church library.
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Walking in God’s Grace and
Receiving His Blessings
By: Amanda Gene Nelson
Introduction: In January of
2019, I was appointed to be
the chair person for the
Disability Ministries Task
Force of the Susquehanna
Conference. God has placed
a special call upon my life and I feel the Holy Spirit
constantly urging me to help to empower people
with disabilities as well as to advocate for the needs
of people with disabilities.
My work with Disability Ministries has already
brought me into contact with so many amazing
people. One of these people is Amanda Gene.
Amanda is a wonderful young woman who has a
very special story to share. I am honored to present
to you the following article, which Amanda wrote for
the SUSUMC Disability Ministries website. –Rev.
Rebecca
For you created my inmost being, you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
(Psalm 139:13-14a)
I began receiving God’s grace and His
blessings from the day I was born. My parents,
Cindy and Charles, really wanted to have a family.
The problem was my mother had a hard time
starting a family due to medical problems. After a
few years of trying, my mother finally received
God’s blessing that she was pregnant. Her
pregnancy was going fine until one day she didn’t
feel me move. The doctors ordered her to rest.
However, things didn’t improve. My mother was
admitted to the hospital and doctors decided that
after my heart rate dropped to a dangerous level the
only way to save my life was to deliver me by Csection. I was lucky to be alive. I was born weighing
1 pound 5 ounces and I was only 12 inches long. I
was in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit for 179
days. During those days I had many different health
issues. After those long days doctors said I could go
home. My parents were thrilled. However, my
parents and doctors knew I would have problems
because I was born so early.

Parents, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction
of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)
As I grew into a toddler my mother started
noticing that I was having problems. I had a lot of
colds and flus growing up. Once I started school,
my mother and teachers saw more than just
immunity issues. I had problems with walking,
running, and writing. Tests showed that I had
Cerebral Palsy and I would need physical and
occupational therapy. I thrived in therapy with
encouragement from my mother. Even though
therapy helped and I had help in the special
education classroom due to other learning issues, I
still had issues with reading and my vision.
After my parents divorced, my mother and I
moved to Texas. During second grade, I was
diagnosed with Dyslexia. This was only part of the
problem. My mother still noticed that I was
struggling to see. She often had to help me with my
homework or write notes saying why it wasn’t
completed. This frustrated my teachers.
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It
is better for you to enter life maimed than with two
hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.
(Mark 9:43)
For years my
mother continued to
tell the teachers that
I had problems
seeing. It wasn’t until
fourth grade that the
teachers started to
notice that I was
indeed having
Amanda Gene and her dog,
problems seeing. At
Noodles. (Image by Ms. Karen).
the end of fourth
grade, I was tested by the teachers of the visually
impaired and it was decided that I would be
registered as a student with a visual impairment the
following year. I would finally get the large print
material I needed.
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)
Walking continued on p 8
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Walking continued from p 7
My grades and self-confidence started to
improve at school once I received my large print
books. Things at home also improved. My mom
married my step-father when I was eleven.
In sixth grade, I wanted to learn about God and
I met a Christian friend who, for two years, told me
about Jesus. In 2001, my family and I moved from
Texas to Florida. During a father-daughter night I
asked my dad to help me accept Jesus as my
savior. I started reading my Bible. God put Christian
teachers in my life to help me have strength in my
new faith. That same year plans were made for
meto transfer to a local high school that fall. Little
did I know my life would change forever.
No one who hopes in you will ever be put to
shame (Psalm 25:3a) Because the
sovereign lord helps me, i will not be disgraced.
(Isaiah 50:7a)
My freshmen and sophomore years of high
school were easy because I was a special
education student. I made straight a’s. My mother
and I were told that with a special education
diploma I could not go to college. I wanted a better
life for myself. I wanted to go to college and have a
successful career.
During my individual education plan (iep)
meeting my mother, some of my teachers, and I
fought with the head of the department to get my
iep changed from special education to the regular
education track. If I wanted to receive my regular
education diploma, I would have to stay in school
one extra year. I was willing to do that. The day that
my iep was changed I felt like I was doing what god
wanted me to do. One month after this meeting my
mother died. After a short stay with my father it was
decided that I could live with my grandparents to
continue my education. The only requirement was
my father would only provide medical insurance
until my twenty-third birthday.
My grandparents tried to get me help from the
government, but no help was available. I feel very
blessed that my grandparents were able to keep
me, my dog, noodles, and my bunny. I felt very
supported in school. I was only bullied twice. Once
when I was in my sophomore math class and once
in my journalism class. Both my teachers stood up

for me, and I talked to the class about why I was still
in high school. After that the bullying stopped.
In may 2008, I graduated from high school. I had
plans to go to college, however my family had
concerns about how I would pay for it.
I started college in the fall of 2008. I decided to
major in journalism. I made good grades. The only
classes I struggled with were math, one computer
class (due to a lack of access to the print material),
and a few writing classes.
In the spring semester of 2011, my grandmother was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. I had to
learn how to balance my time between school
and helping care for my grandmother. It was truly
heartbreaking seeing her go through this illness.
God truly provides. With the help of pell grants,
vocational rehabilitation, and scholarships, I was
able to attend school without any debts.
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 for in
the same way you judge others, you will be judged,
and with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you. (Matthew 7:1-2)
Once I graduated from the university of West
Florida in December of 2013, with a degree in
journalism, I started job hunting. I have only had a
few job interviews, and most of the time, I get
asked, “are you drunk or on drugs?”
I have a condition known as nystagmus which
causes my eyes to move. Nystagmus can make it
difficult to control your eye movements. These
uncontrolled eye movements can look unusual to
people who are not familiar with the condition.
I am often judged based on my appearance by
people who do not understand my disability.
Because I have had a hard time finding a job, I am
now on the self-employment track.
“
for I know the plans i have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah
29:11)
Since 2014, I have lost almost all my savings
because a law was passed that required me to
purchase medical insurance. I used my savings in
order to pay for health insurance. I no longer have
health insurance.
Walking continued on p 9
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Walking continued from p 8
I have only held one temporary job which lead
to no other job opportunities but got me some
experience. I held an internship with a start up
magazine. That’s when I got the idea to start my
own company. God truly provides!
Since 2016, I have started my own Facebook
group for those with nystagmus living in florida. I
have also gotten several other opportunities to write
and help admin other Facebook groups. I have my
own Blog and YouTube channel. My goal is to
empower and educate people with sight loss,
parents of children with sight loss, and the general
public. I hope that people with sight loss can
achieve their dreams.
I am thankful to still be living with my grandpa
and my dog, duke. I am working with a business
coach to start my own business. Yes, God does
have a plan. I have a bright future.
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Vacation Bible School Registration
ROAR- Safari!
Wednesday Evening Family Vacation Bible School!
Fun for the entire family!
July 17, 24, 31
August 7, 14, 21
5PM-7:30PM
Dinner provided! Lessons and crafts for all ages! Adult Bible Study! Fellowship! You won’t want to miss it!
Name(s) of Children ___________________________________________________________________________
Age(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Parent/Guardian _______________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________________________
Does your child have any allergies?

Does your child have any special needs that you would like us to know about? Are there any accommodations you
would like us to make for your child? How can we best serve your child?

VBS Photo Release:
Do you give Christ Community UMC permission to take your child’s photo and use it in our church newsletter,
worship service, and promotional materials?
_____YES _____NO

A Note to Parents: In order to comply with Susquehanna Conference Safe Sanctuary procedures, we will NOT post
pictures of your children to social media. If you would like to share photos that include other people’s children, please
ask for permission from the other child’s parents. Thank you!
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