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Dear CCUMC Family,
I hope that you are all staying safe and healthy. These past few months have been
very challenging for all of us, but I thank God every day for our wonderful church family.
In March, we stopped gathering for public worship. Thank you for staying strong in the
faith. Now that Blair County has entered the yellow phase, Bishop Park has announced
that we are permitted to gather for worship once more as long as groups are less than 25
people.
Christ Community will have services at 11AM (in the sanctuary) and 1PM (in the
Fellowship Hall).Multiple services will allow us to break into smaller groups. We will
celebrate Holy Communion at all three services on the first Sunday we are back.
In order to keep everyone safe, please sit at least six feet apart. If possible, each family
is strongly encouraged to sit in their own pew. Jeff helped me to create a cute little
chapel area downstairs. Chairs in the fellowship hall are already positioned at a safe distance. We are
worshiping in the Fellowship Hall for now so that we will have time to clean each space before the next church
service.
Our goal is to keep everyone safe, so please wear a mask when you come into the church building. If you
need a mask, we have ones that were handmade with love by our sewing group. Once you are seated at a
safe distance from everyone, you can remove your mask for worship; however, please keep your face covered
when you interact with other parishioners. Also, please do not shake hands.
If you feel uncomfortable leaving your home for public worship, please don’t feel pressured to join us. I will
continue to write to you each week. We will also be livestreaming our 11AM worship service to Facebook. The
recording will then be uploaded to our website. We will try
to have it available by Sunday evening.
Like a Snowstorm…
Thank you for your patience during this time of social
distancing. Thank you for keeping strong and keeping the
faith. Please continue to remain strongly rooted in the
faith. I encourage you to view the reopening of our
church like worshiping during a snowstorm.
Allow me to explain. My personal policy is that, as
long as there is electricity and running water, I don’t
cancel church. Whenever we have a terrible
Pennsylvania snowstorm, people always ask me if I’m
going to cancel church. My response is always the same:
“I love all of my church people. They are smart and
responsible adults. Some of them are comfortable going
out in the ice and the snow. Others feel safer staying at
home. They need to do what is right for them, but I want
to offer them the option to worship.”
I want to continue to offer you the option to worship
in whatever way works best for you. We all need God and
we need one another. We especially need our faith

Alex Schnaubelt: Pianist
Nate Ross: Vidiographics and Sound System
1

during these difficult times. If you have a weak immune system or feel unsafe going out in the middle of the
pandemic, please do not feel any pressure to join us. Once we resume in-person worship, I will continue to
send weekly letters and to post the worship service online. God hears your prayers. Whether we worship in a
house or in a church, God is always listening.
God Bless You and Keep You,

Rev. Rebecca
Congratulations to the Class of 2020!
Adam Piper: Hollidaysburg Area
High School
Adam is a senior at Hollidaysburg Area High
School. In the past, Adam has been an active
member of our youth group. Adam has a willing
spirit and is always willing to lend a hand at church
when we need an extra pair of hands. Adam writes,
“I will be a 2020 graduate from Hollidaysburg Area
High School. I love to bowl and hunt. I especially love
to fish. I am currently working for Sheetz in East
Freedom, PA.”

Adam Piper son of Beth and Bob Piper

Emily Ickes: Lock Haven University
I graduated cum laude from Lock Haven University with a
Bachelor's of Science in Health Sciences with a concentration in
Pre-PT. I am now in grad school at Widener University working
towards earning my Doctorate in Physical Therapy. I enjoy
reading and working in our student run Pro Bono Clinic.
Emily Ickes daughter of
Mike and Lisa Ickes
Granddaughter of
Budd and Fran Rabenstein
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passing through? There is no mention of anyone
being with him; he was alone.
When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was
coming, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus have
mercy on me.” The crowd told him to be quiet and
not bother Jesus, but Bartimaeus cried out a great
deal more, “Have mercy on me.” He had heard that
Jesus could heal and he wasn’t going to miss this
wonderful opportunity to be healed. We have a
saying, “Seeing is believing” – you cannot deny
what you see. You see first, then you believe, but in
Bartimaeus’ case, he believed before he could see.
He had faith in Jesus. “Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.”
(Hebrews 11:1)
Jesus stopped and commanded Bartimaeus be
brought to him. Jesus didn’t ask; he commanded.
Jesus did not come to Bartimaeus; Bartimaeus had
to come to him. You would think that Jesus in his
compassion would have walked to where
Bartimaeus sat. Instead, he commanded
Bartimaeus come to him. In faith, hearing only
Jesus voice, not seeing him, Bartimaeus “threw off
his garment and came to him.” He followed Jesus’
voice. He walked by faith, not by sight. (see II
Corinthians 5:7)

Richard Van Scoyoc
(October 16, 1916-April 30,
2019) was an amazing man
who lived a truly extraordinary
life. Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a
gifted preacher. We were blessed to have Richard as a
part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to stand
and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our church
newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never believed in
putting off until tomorrow what could be done today. As
one of his final acts of service to Christ, he wrote
several devotions that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously to the end of the year, even
though he has gone home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.

Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me, I will never
cast away.” (John 6:37)
If we want healing by Jesus, we must get up in
our blindness and follow his calling and come to
him. Don’t be deterred by the crowd who would tell
us not to bother. Jesus said, “Come unto me, all you
who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give
you rest.” (Matthew 11: 28) Even if our troubles
blind us to any hope, listen for Jesus’ voice and
come to him, “the author and finisher of our faith.”
(Hebrews 12: 2) When Bartimaeus sensed he was
near Jesus, Jesus asked him, “What would you that
I should do unto you?” Jesus was offering
Bartimaeus a rare chance to request anything.
Heaven’s healing and presence was for the asking.
Is Jesus asking you what you want him to do for
you? In Matthew 6:8, Jesus says that the Father
knows what you need before you ask him. Yet He
still wants us to ask. Asking is praying. Paul says,

Rev. Rebecca

What Do You Want Jesus
to Do for You?
Mark 15: 46 – 52 tells of Jesus passing
through Jericho and meeting blind Bartimaeus
sitting by the wayside begging. A blind man could
not work in that culture; all he could do was to beg.
Did he come there every day, or did friends or
family bring him there when they heard Jesus was

“What Do You Want” cont. page 4
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Greetings from Rev. Carol!
Pastor
Rebecca
asked if I
would write a
simple article
for this
month's
newsletter and
I jumped at
the chance
because we
are family.
Besides, I
never miss a chance to write a Faith Break. Boyd
and I have taken advantage of our time together
at home to work inside and out. I always marvel
at how God created everything in perfect order.
Just look at God's family of birds. They come in
all sizes and colors. The Ostrich is the largest
and can run up to 45 miles per hour. The
hummingbird is the tiniest and flies around our
yards flapping its wings at about 80 times a
second. Their feet are so little and weak that they
can't walk let alone run. They are very different
but are both birds! Did you ever think that
humans have a lot in common with birds and
other creatures? Look around, all species come
in different sizes and colors. God looked at us
after creating us and said, "It is good".
Everything and everyone was created by
God for a purpose and designed to be who we
are in God's family. The news keeps telling us
that we are in this time of crisis concerning the
virus together. We are family. My heart breaks
when I see where there are differences that
divide us instead of uniting us but more often my
heart rejoices when I see the kindnesses that
people are showing each other and how we are
able to pray and work together. Thank you for all
that you are doing for the sake of others and for
standing strong in your “Pray without ceasing.” (I
Thessalonians 5: 17) Don’t give up your prayers
or asking. Keep on Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the
family of believers. Galatians 6:10 | NIV faith.

When God sees His faithful people loving and helping
each other, I am sure that He says once again, "It is
Good".
I am really enjoying Sunday morning worship online.
It makes me feel like I am at home with all of you.
Without seeing, I now you are there.
God bless you brothers and sisters in the faith,
We love you, Rev. Carol, Boyd and Dixie too

“What Do You Want” cont. from page 3
praying. “Don’t be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with
thanks, let your requests be known unto God.”
(Philippians 4:6)
Bartimaeus boldly said, “Lord that I might receive
my sight.” Jesus told him, “Go thy way, thy faith hath
made you whole.” The scripture says, “And immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus in the way.”
Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me, I will never cast
away.” (John 6:37) Come to Jesus with your requests,
meet him by the wayside, tell him to heal your spiritual
blindness. Come boldly before the throne, come in
confidence, shout out, “Lord, be merciful to me.” Jesus
hears your prayers. Follow him in the Christian way
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Worship Options
In an effort to provide you with the worship
experience that works best for you and your
family during this challenging time, we are
offerings the following worship options:
-Weekly Pastoral Letter: Worshiping at home is
always an option. Set aside a special time on
Sunday morning (or whatever day fits your
schedule) to read your Bible and to pray. I will
keep sending you a weekly letter to encourage
you in the faith. This would also be a great time
to share Bible stories with your children. Since
kid are doing school at home, try looking at this
as your chance to put prayer and Bible reading
back in school!

Thank You to Our Church Musicians and to our Tech
Volunteers!
Thank You to everyone who provided music and
technology for our digital worship services! I would like
to take this moment to give a huge shout out to Hope
Rowles, Kyle Brown, Alex Schnaubelt, and Nate Ross.

-Worship Online: We will be broadcasting our
11AM Worship service to Facebook Live each
Sunday. After the service has been recorded, we
will post it to YouTube and to our website at
www.CCUMC.us . We will do our best to put the
recording of the service up as quickly as
possible, but sometimes it can take a while to
post video.
-Sunday at 11AM: We will be worshiping in the
sanctuary. Please sit at least six feet apart. If
possible, each family is strongly encouraged to
sit in their own pew.
-Sunday at 1PM: Jeff helped me to create a cute
little chapel area downstairs. The chairs are
super squishy and super comfy. We even carried
a keyboard downstairs and will be getting a slide
projector. Wear your blue jeans and bring your
coffee!

Hope and Kyle
Sang “King of Kings” for our Mother’s Day slide
show and were part or our recorded worship.
Thank you for providing music and the technological
skills so that we could hold worship digitally. We are all
so grateful for your talents, time and expertise! It takes
an entire group of people to make online worship
happen, and I’m so glad for everyone who helped and
who continues to offer their gifts and graces.

We Have Masks!
Thank you to everyone in our church family
who sewed masks to help others! I would like to
especially thank our sewing group. Thank you to
Joy, who made a cute little owl mask for me. We
have masks are available for anyone who needs
them. Please feel free to take an extra one. That
way you can have one to wear while your other
one is in the wash.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2020!
Spencer Anna
Altoona Area High School
Spencer is a senior this year at Altoona Area High
School. In the past, Spencer has been an active
member of our youth group. He has read scripture at
church many times. Spencer writes, “Hello. I’m Spencer
Anna and I’m a senior at Altoona High. My hobbies
include boxing, fishing, skateboarding, and spending
time with my family and friends. After graduation, I will
be attending the Pennsylvania College of Technology in
Williamsport, PA. I will be studying HVAC.”

Spencer Anna son of Traci and Jude Anna

Kassidy Duclos:
Altoona Area High School
Kassidy was the Altoona Area High School
2020 homecoming queen. She is a senior this
year. She writes, “As a graduate of 2020 and
having my senior year end early, I still have
many memories to be proud of. For my senior
project, I had the ability to host a dinner for a
support group called Veteran X. Being able to
raise money for their heroism and honor these
wonderful men and women was unforgettable.

Kassidy Duclos
Daughter of Brian and Jill Duclos
The experience has confirmed my passion to further my
future.” Kassidy was accepted to Penn State. She
hopes to continue into medical school. She knows there
is still a lot of hard work ahead of her, but she says, “I
know I’ll have the guidance I need by using my faith.”
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Jarad Ickes
University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy
I graduated with my Doctorate in Pharmacy on
April 24, 2020. I previously received my Bachelors of
Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences in April of 2018.
During my six years at Pitt, I was able to learn about
how impactful a Pharmacist can be in managing
patient’s health and was even able to learn about how
to work in a completely new Health System when I
studied in London for 5 weeks in May of 2019. After I
pass my licensure exams in the upcoming months, I
will be a Pharmacist with Chartwell Specialty Pharmacy
in Oakdale, PA, helping patients with rare disease
manage their very expensive medications.
Jarad Ickes, PharmD
Son of Mike and Lisa Ickes
Grandson of Bud and Fran Rabenstein

Betty Calvert contributed the following anonymous poem
for our newsletter. Thank you, Betty!

Is Anybody Happier
Because You Passed His Way?
Is anybody happier because you passed his way?
Does anyone remember that you spoke to him today?
The day is almost over, and its toiling time is through;
Is there anyone to utter now a kindly word of you?
Can you say tonight, in parting with the day that's slipping fast,
That you helped a single brother of the many that passed?
Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said;
Does the man whose hopes were fading, now with courage look ahead?
Did you waste the day, or lose it? Was it well or sorely spent?
Did you leave a trail of kindness, or a scar of discontent?
As you close your eyes in slumber, do you think that God will say,
"You have earned one more tomorrow by the work you did today".
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It was a beautiful spring
morning in May when Connie,
our church secretary, looked
out the window of our church
office. “Pastor,” she said, “I
think there is someone
outside with a flying robot!”
I was surprised at first, but
then I laughed when I
realized it was Lonnie
Williams, a long time church
member. Lonnie owns a
drone (a small flying robot)
that he uses to take pictures.
He had offered to use his drone to take aerial photos of our church. I was excited to see the way the photos
turned out, and when I saw the result, it made my heart smile. When I see these pictures, it makes me think
that God is looking down on us and smiling, too.
Lonnie took these great photos on May 13th. You can
see his white vehicle in our parking lot. Thank you,
Lonnie, for this great photos and for this unique
perspective!

8

