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Dear CCUMC Family,
Merry Christmas! I'm so excited that it is almost time to prepare our hearts and our
homes for the coming birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Christmas is a special
time of year and I wish that we could carry that same joy and love we feel for one another
in our hearts all year long. Although we take time to commemorate Christ's birth on
Christmas each year, it is important remember that Jesus is not just a baby in a manger
but also a King on a Cross and the Risen Lord.
I hope that you will join me in celebrating the Christmas season by taking part in all
the exciting activities we have at Christ Community UMC. First and foremost, please
mark your calendars for our Christmas Eve Service, which will be held on December 24th
at 7:30PM. I also wanted to let all of you know that you and all the members of our
church family are invited to join Jeff and I at the parsonage for our Christmas Parsonage
Open House on Saturday, December 14th from 4-8PM. I'm making Christmas cookies and meatballs! Stop by
for only a few minutes or stay for the entire time. No matter how long you stay, we will be happy to see you!
Jeff and I are so excited for Christmas that we have already started decorating for the season. Jeff
completed our train/trolley layout an entire week before Thanksgiving and I hope you will come take a look at it
during our Christmas Parsonage Open House. He even made a tiny version of Lakemont Park, complete with a
miniature ice skating rink. I can't wait to hang my owl Christmas wreath on the door and trim my tree with owl
decorations!
As much as I love to decorate the parsonage, I love to
decorate our church even more. Please join us on Saturday,
November 30th, for the Hanging of the Greens at 1:30PM. I
just love it when our church is decorated for Christmas! It fills
my heart with joy and good cheer.
The Advent season is a very special time of year as we
eagerly wait in anticipation for Christmas Day. I hope you will
make time to join us in worship as we embark on this exciting
Advent journey together. I know that this is an incredibly busy
season for all of us, so here is bulleted list to help you keep all
of the exciting upcoming Christmas dates straight:
Important Christmas Dates to Remember
f Hanging of the Greens, Saturday, November 30th at
1:30PM- Christmas cookies!
f Christmas Parsonage Open House- Saturday, December 14th from 4-8PM
f Christmas Eve Worship- December 24th at 7:30PM
Have a Very Merry Christmas!

Rev. Rebecca

-
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Devotion: Christmas Memories,
Miracles, and Mustard Seeds
The disciples said to the Lord, "Increase our
faith."
The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of a
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would
obey you." Luke 17:5-6

Bright ideas at Christmas time
One of my favorite Christmas memories
occurred a couple of years ago when our church
family here at CCUMC decided that our Christmas
mission would be to help provide warm Christmas
boots for children in our community who were in
need. The only question was, how would we find
and connect with those children?
That was the year I had a bright idea. Every
year, our church does a "clothing giveaway," where
we give away gently used clothes to anyone who
attends the event. Our slogan for the event is,
"Take what you need, give what you can." The
Clothing Giveaway is always very well attended. It
always makes me sad to see that there is so much
need in our community. I realized that if we wanted
to help children who were in need, the families who
attended our clothing giveaway would be the
perfect families with which to connect.
I created a form with a picture of a happy
snowman wearing boots at the top. It said in large
letters, "Toasty Toes- Does your child need boots
this winter?" The form included basic contact
information and asked for the child's shoe size. I
left a stack of these forms on a table near the
entrance to the fellowship hall, where the clothing
giveaway was taking place. I'll admit that I was
feeling quite pleased with myself. The form was
cute, we were looking for families to help, and I
was certain at least a few families with children
would attend our clothing giveaway.
What could possibly go wrong?
The best laid plans of mice and men…
Our Clothing Giveaway is always well attended,
but that particular year, I was astounded by the
number of families who came to our event. In the
past, we had about fifty families attend. This
particular year we had over 120 families. There
were so many people that we lost count at a
certain point!

We had been expecting maybe ten requests for
shoes. At the most, we hadn't anticipated more than a
dozen. In the end, I was blown away by the fact that
we had received fifty requests for warm winter boots
for children.
Needless to say, we were all stunned. We are just
a small church on the outskirts of town. How could we
possibly provide that many shoes to that many
children? It seemed like an impossible task.
"What will we do?" numerous people asked me.
"We can't possibly raise enough money to buy shoes
for that many kids!"
I replied in the only way I knew how. "Let's just do
our best- each and every one of us. We never
promised the families anything. We only said that we
would try. Let's just try- and hopefully God will take
care of the rest."
We asked the congregation for donations and we
prayed. Then we set up a special tree in the back of
the sanctuary for people to put the shoes that they
had donated underneath. For the first week or so, the
space beneath the tree remained bare. We were all
skeptical at first. Even I was having a minor crisis of
faith.
Then, what seemed like a miracle happened. The
boxes of shoes underneath the tree began to multiply
one by one. Soon, the back of the sanctuary was
overflowing with boxes of shoes. By the end of the
season, we had collected all fifty pairs of warm winter
boots to help local families in need. A small miracle
had occurred.

An ordinary extraordinary miracle
I had the joy of helping to distribute the shoes to
families in need. Sometimes, a certain family sticks
with you. The sun was setting on a blistering cold
winter day when the last family walked into my office
to pick up their boots. Outside, the roads were
covered in slush and mud.
When the mother and daughter walked into my
office, they were both bundled against the cold.
"Do I get new boots now?" asked the little girl.
"Yes," I said as I handed the box to her. "Here you go.
From our church family to your family. Merry
Christmas!"
The little girl squealed with joy when she opened
the box. "They've got Princess Elsa on them!" she
cried, "I love Frozen! I love Elsa!" She sat down right
“Memories” cont. p.4
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Kilroy Was Here
By Richard VanScoyoc
I was driving alone in my Jeep on a gravel road
built by the Corps of Engineers in the far Pacific
when I came upon a sign that said, "Kilroy was
here." That brought a smile to my face. It was part
of World War II humor. It meant that someone had
been there before I was there. It humbled me to
know that others before me had secured the area
and made it safe for me to travel the road ahead.
I believe that Kilroy was known in all the
theaters of war in World War II. I asked Tim to
research on his computer who Kilroy was. He
found that there was a real Kilroy, James Kilroy,
who worked in a shipyard in Massachusetts. His
duty was to inspect the rivets on the plates of the
ships being built there. Crew chiefs often
questioned if he had done that duty, so he decided
to leave a sign that he had indeed checked the
rivets by marking each plate "Kilroy was here."
These inscriptions went round the world on the
newly christened ships. Servicemen saw them and
began spreading Kilroy's presence elsewhere. So
the original meaning went from checking the rivets
to mean someone was there ahead of you.
It became a source of fun for servicemen to see
where Kilroy would appear. The words "Kilroy was
here" were often accompanied by a line drawing of
a bald man with a prominent nose peering over a
wall. Kilroy was unseen like Santa Claus, but you
knew he had been there.
To show you how world-wide Kilroy was in
WWII, he even appeared at the Potsdam
conference of Allied leaders in 1945. U.S.
President Harry Truman, British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, and Soviet Premier Joseph
Stalin shared the VIP bathroom. One day, Stalin
demanded to know who Kilroy was, for he found

his name written on the bathroom wall.
Kilroy's name has been found on Mt. Everest and
the Arc de Triomphe in Paris.
It took a long time to build the WWII Memorial in
Washington, D.C., but after it was finished I wanted to
see it before I died. I got the opportunity in 2005
when my WWII squadron held its reunion in nearby
Arlington, Virginia. I read up on the memorial before
we left for the reunion. I learned that hidden in two
deep alcoves of the memorial, cut in stone, were the
words, "Kilroy was here." When we visited the
memorial, I asked our guide to show me where these
words were. She said she had never heard of it, so
Tim and I began searching everywhere and we found
both areas. There in the beautiful WWII Memorial, we
found out that Kilroy was there.
November 1 is All Saints Day. It is a time to
remember those who were here before us, like "Kilroy
was here." Hebrews 12:1 tells us that we are
"encompassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses."
In the early days of Altoona expansion, the
Roselawn area of Eldorado was laid out in lots.
Someone from city churches thought Roselawn would
be a good place to establish a church. That is how
Christ Community Church started. Those who were
here before us gave money and purchased
stained-glass windows. As you sit in your comfortable
pew seeing the sun shining through the windows, look
below and see the names of those who gave the
windows – those who were here before us.
Deuteronomy 32:7 says, "Remember the days of
old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy
father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will
tell thee."
November, with All Saints Day and Veterans Day is
a good time to remember those who sacrificed to give
us the nation and the church we have today. Later in
the month, we celebrate Thanksgiving. Say a prayer
of thanks for those who went before you and who
passed down the faith to you. Thank God for past
generations of believers who did the work of his
church and helped you to know the Lord. And pray
about what your legacy will be to future generations.
How can you be a "Kilroy" for those who come after
you?
“Kilroy” Cont. on p 4
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“Kilroy” cont. from p. 3

After World War II, the
American Transit
Association held a contest
to find out who the real
Kilroy was. Over 40
people claimed to be the
source for the phrase that
went around the world.
But it was determined that James Kilroy of
Massachusetts was the original one. He won the
contest and received the prize—an astonishing
prize: a full size trolley car, which was delivered to
him and attached to his home. He had nine
children who enjoyed playing in the trolley.
Probably very few people reading this ever
heard of Kilroy, but I saw his sign that said, "Kilroy
was here."

“Memories” cont. from p 2
on the floor of my office and
peeled off her old boots. As
she gleefully put on her new
boots, my gaze came to rest
on the pink boots that she
had cast aside. I hadn't
looked closely at them until that moment.
I felt a lump in my throat as I saw how battered and
worn the boots were. In the sole of one there was a
large hole. "There is no way," I thought to myself, "that
those boots could possibly keep her feet warm." The
sight of that old worn pink boot broke my heart.
"What do you say?" asked her mother.
"Thank you!" said the little girl as she danced out of
my office.
I waved goodbye to both of them as I contemplated
the fact that God had worked a miracle that day.

A little bit of faith

Harvest Home

Thank you to everyone who participated in our
Harvest Home food drive! Your generosity helped
twelve local families in need!

I'm embarrassed to admit that when our
congregation first took a leap of faith, I was skeptical.
How could we possibly provide that many pairs of
boots for children in need? Even I had doubted God's
greatness.
We had all wondered how God would bring the
miracle of Toasty Toes to pass. We all have doubts
sometimes. Sometimes our faith is as small as a
mustard seed. But if we only have a little faith, if we
plant it in the good soil of God's grace, God will grow
something beautiful.
There was nothing extraordinary about the boots
we gave that little girl. They were just an average pair
of boots that you could find at any shoe store in
America, but God had used the ordinary to do
something extraordinary.
Is God calling you to be somebody's Christmas
miracle this season? If so, please consider supporting
our Christmas Eve offering. Every year, we give away
our Christmas Eve offering to charitable organizations.
This year, part of our offering will donate the United
Methodist Children's Home in Mechanicsburg. Every
little bit helps. You could make an impact in a child's
life and be somebody else's Christmas miracle without
even realizing it.
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The United Methodist
Church & Disability
by Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
Dear Friends,
I am so happy to be able to
announce that my new book The
United Methodist Church and
Disability: Essays and Practical
Ideas for Churches, Clergy, and
People with Disabilities is now
available! It was published on November 25th in
both Kindle and large print paperback. It is
available on Amazon.com.
It is my hope that this book, which includes
many of the articles that I have published related to
the church and disability, will help other people. I
hope that it will help to inspire churches to think of
ways to be fully inclusive to people with disabilities.
I also hope that it will inspire other people with
disabilities who may be considering a call to the
ministry. By sharing our stories and listening to the
stories of others, we can all learn from one another
and grow deeper in a spiritual journey.
I owe my entire church family a debt of
gratitude. Your love and support have made this
book possible. Your loving spirit and the way you
welcome all people here at CCUMC serve as
inspiration to me as well as to other churches
everywhere. I mention our congregation multiple
times throughout this book, and I must admit, that I
take the opportunity to brag about you all a little bit
since you are such a great church. Our sister
church, Llyswen, is also mentioned because they
are also such an amazing and supportive group of
people. I haven't had the chance to know them as
long as I have known you, but I'm so impressed at
the way the people here in Altoona are willing to
welcome people with disabilities fully into the family
of God.
I will be using this book to help lead a workshop
on making worship accessible for people with
disabilities in January at a Preaching Festival in
Hershey. Then, in the spring, Bishop Peggy
Johnson has invited me to present my work and
this book at a conference about disability
awareness in Delaware.

Thank you again for all of your love and support. I
am very excited! The Kindle version of this book has
already reached the number one new release position
on Amazon in Methodism and Ecclesiology (Granted,
those are very small categories without many new
releases, but I am still very excited!). If you're
interested, the following is a synopsis from the book
taken from the back cover.

The United Methodist Church
& Disability: Synopsis
Sometimes it takes low vision to give the church
new vision!
Rebecca was no stranger to adversity. Born with
bilateral congenital cataracts, Rebecca developed
glaucoma at the age of four years old and
experienced significant sight loss. When Rebecca was
ordained as an elder in the Susquehanna Conference
of the United Methodist Church, she promised herself
that she would use her voice to lift up others who have
also experienced hardship and adversity in their lives.
In October of 2018, Rebecca started a blog
(BeckieWrites.com) and was deeply touched to
discover that her voice resonated with many other
people, especially other women of faith and people
with disabilities. In this volume, Rebecca gathers the
best of her writing as it relates to faith, disability, and
the United Methodist Church.
This volume includes:
· A basic introduction to the theology of disability
· Advice for churches who would like to become
more accessible
· Ideas for inclusive worship
· Practical tips for clergy and other professionals who
are dealing with sight loss
· Relationship and career advice for people with
disabilities
· Analysis of ways that a possible split in the United
Methodist Church may impact clergy with disabilities
As a person of Filipino-American descent, Rebecca
hopes to offer her diverse voice and unique worldview
to help her church find a way forward through this
challenging time. It is also her hope to that the essays,
ideas, and articles gathered together in this volume
will inspire and empower other people with disabilities
to follow their dreams.
“About the Author” Cont. on p. 5
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The Miracle of Surrender
Pam Harker
We learn at a very young age
to earn approval. It's not a bad
thing and yet, as we move
through life, it takes over our
ability to surrender. In school we
study hard to get good grades. In
our jobs we work hard to move up
the ladder and gain success. In
sports we practice hard to win
games and championships. It's only natural in our
spiritual journeys to believe we need to work hard
to gain God's approval. Our lives are all about
doing and perfecting. With our current technology,
we can control most of our lives with a touch of a
literal button in seconds.
Recently some of us watched the movie
Breakthrough at church and the film brought about
a discussion of miracles. By definition, a miracle is
"an event not explicable by natural or scientific
laws". Throughout the Bible, Old and New
Testaments, we encounter miracles. The first
miracle attributed to Jesus is His turning water into
wine at the wedding at Cana. This is followed by
feeding the 5000, walking on water, raising the
dead and countless accounts of healing the sick.
The greatest of His miracles is the resurrection
after the crucifixion.
Before Jesus' human time on earth, miracles
were recorded in the books of the Old Testament.
Look to Exodus and the Israelites time in Egypt
and in the wilderness. Here we find miracles you
are probably very familiar with, like the parting of
the Red Sea and mana falling from heaven to feed
the hungry. Then, turn to 2 Kings and read about
lesser known miracles in Elisha's time.
Jesus arrival as a baby, God surrendering His
place in the kingdom of heaven, as a result of
Mary's surrender, and her praise found in
Luke 1: 46-55. Some of the most beautiful
passages of scripture. All miracles of miracles.
What is the relationship between surrender
and miracles? Part of our discussion in our study
group was that miracles seem to happen as a
result of surrender. When there's nothing more we
can do and we turn it over to God, that's when

miracles happen. That's what we see time and again
in the accounts in the Bible. In the movie
Breakthrough, the mother had a strong faith that her
son would be healed and she told everyone in her
path to pray for him but she didn't surrender the
situation to God until the end of the movie.
So, back to the definition of miracle. A miracle is
"an event not explicable by natural or scientific laws."
I believe surrender itself is the miracle. Surrender
goes against our very nature, our natural instinct to
control the situations in our lives. Jesus demands
surrender. There is no other way to the Father except
through him. It is by Faith we are saved. This is why
grace seems so complex. It's just too easy. There's no
working our way into our savior's arms. Jesus is and
always was arms wide open, ready and willing for us
to surrender ourselves and fall into His love. You have
the choice to make yourself into a miracle. Surrender
your life to the greatest love you will ever know. His
name is Jesus.

“About the Author” Cont. from p. 4

About the Author:
Rebecca is proud to be a visually impaired writer
and half-Filipino clergywoman. She is chair of the
Disability Ministries Task Force of the Susquehanna
Conference of the United Methodist Church and a
graduate of Wesley Theological Seminary. She has
been recognized as an emerging young leader by
Path 1 Ministries.
Rebecca's poems have been published in several
small literary journals. In 2018, she published her first
chapbook, Through My Good Eye: A Memoir in Verse.
Her writing has also appeared in Hacking Christianity,
United Methodist Insight, Keys for Kids,
CAPTIVATING! Magazine, Bold Blind Beauty, and
Sacramental Life, among others. She blogs about
faith, books, and disability awareness at
BeckieWrites.com.
Rebecca serves in full time pastoral ministry in the
Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist
Church. She and her husband are the proud parents
of one very large cat and one exceedingly sassy
Chihuahua.
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Book Review & Author
Interview:

The Christmas
Angel in
Apartment 3C
by Holley Cohen

Publisher: Anaiah Press
Target Audience:
Middle-grade (8-12
year-olds)
Genre: Inspirational
fiction, Children's Book
Publication Date:
November 30, 2018
Synopsis from the Back Cover:
Without Mama, Christmas has ceased to exist for
Papa, but this year, Angel is determined to bring
some Yuletide joy back into their lives. With little
money, no decorations, and not much time left until
the big day, she is facing an uphill climb all the
way. Help comes one night in the form of an
ethereal voice that drifts through her window,
singing words of comfort. Angel vows to find the
singer, and what she discovers inspires a plan with
the nativity at its core. Making it work won't be
easy, though, with bully Brian tormenting her and
obstacles springing up like weeds. Angel must rely
on new friendships and deepening faith to spur her
on in the face of mounting uncertainties, but will
that be enough to return Christmas to Papa's
world?
My Review
The Christmas Angel in Apt. 3C is a delightful
story full of Christmas cheer. Although this book is
targeted toward middle grade readers (ages 8-12),
this a lovely story that will warm the hearts of both
children and adults. The love of God seems to
radiate off of every page. I love the fact that this
book manages to share the beauty of the true
meaning of Christmas with children without being
overly preachy or pedantic.
The story moves quickly and the pacing is done
very well. The main characters are very well
developed, especially for a middle grade novel.

The protagonist, Angel, was particularly well
developed and the author made me deeply empathize
with her story. I truly felt for this little girl who had lost
her mother. I was cheering for her throughout the
entire book as she embarked on a quest to share the
true meaning of Christmas with her father. I also
enjoyed the fact that the author explored the
motivation behind the bully who makes Angel's life
challenging for the first two acts of the story. There is
more to this little boy then there originally appears.
I will admit, I had to fight back a tear once or twice
as I watched Angel struggle to bring the true meaning
of Christmas to her home. This would be a great book
for parents and children to read together. I strongly
recommend this book for parents, middle grade
readers, and anyone who is in the mood for a
heartwarming Christmas story. Reading this book was
like drinking a warm cup of cocoa for the soul.
Note: I received a free digital PDF copy from the
author in exchange for an honest review.
Author Bio
Holly Cohen is the author of the middle-grade
novel, The Christmas Angel in Apt. 3C from Anaiah
Press. She is a technical writer by trade, but her
passion is writing for children. Holly lives in Southern
California with her beloved husband, whose sense of
humor she treasures. They are blessed with two
wonderful sons and a daughter-in-law they adore.
Holly loves spending time with her family and friends.
When she's not writing, she enjoys reading, creating,
riding waves, and hiking. Her secret talent is
extracting stuffed animals from claw machines.

My Interview with Holly Cohen
I love to read and one of the joys of writing a book
blog is having the opportunity to speak with authors
regarding their craft. One of my favorite genres is
inspirational fiction; therefore, I was particularly
delighted that Holly was willing to take time to talk to
me about her writing process, her inspiration, and her
tips for other Christian writers!
Rev. Rebecca: I really enjoyed reading The
Christmas Angel in Apt. 3C. Was this your first book?
What inspired you to tell this heartwarming story?

“‘Interview” cont. p. 8
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“Interview” cont. from p. 7
Holly Cohen: Thank you,
Beckie! The Christmas
Angel in Apt. 3C is my first
middle-grade novel and
my first published book. I
have written some other
books (picture books and
a book of poetry about
Exodus) that are currently
unpublished. I've always
wanted to write something centered on Christmas.
It's such a sacred time, but that often gets missed
amidst all the rushing around that has become a
big part of the season. I wanted to emphasize the
true meaning of Christmas in the context of Angel's
deep longing to change her world.
RR: Would you please share a little bit about your
writing process? For you, what comes first- the
characters or the plot? Do you use outlines to plan
your work?
HC: For me, the plot comes first, but the characters
are such an integral part of the plot that it's almost
hard to separate them in my mind. First, I sketch
out a very high level outline. Then, I write my first
draft in longhand without editing anything. I just
write in pencil in a notebook until I'm done with my
first draft. This feels less formal and less
intimidating to me than starting by writing at my
computer. As I go along, sometimes the story
demands to stray away from the outline in places,
but overall the story stays with the general shape
of the outline. Once I have the first draft done, then
I begin the process of multiple rounds of editing on
my computer. I keep polishing until I think my story
is ready for others to read.
RR: I really appreciate how the warm love of
God just seems to shine forth from your story
without it seeming overly preachy or pedantic (and
trust me, I know a thing or two about preaching!).
What advice do you have for Christian writers who
want to share their faith in a way that young
children will both understand and appreciate?
HC: I would suggest thinking about what it is like
to be a child hearing about Jesus for the first time.
Remember those people in your life who shared
Christ with you in the most loving and lasting ways.
Then, try to capture that essence in your story.
Also, don't forget that God has made no one

exactly like you. Your experiences allow you to share
the gospel in a unique way.
RR: I'm an animal lover and Mr. Mustachio was one
of my favorite characters. Is he based on a feline that
you have known in your own life? Do you have any
pets?
HC: I love Mr. Mustachio, too! He is a combination
of all the wonderful cats I have been blessed to have
in my life so far. In the last few years, my family and I
have had to say goodbye to two sweet cats who were
sisters named Maui and Hana. Maui was almost 18
years-old when she left us, and Hana was 20. They
were definitely part of the family. One of my
unpublished picture books is loosely based on an
adventure that Maui had, and is titled Maui to the
Rescue. We are currently catless, but I don't think that
will last for long. We do have a wonderful aquatic frog
named Swimmy (apropos name, no?) who my
youngest son won at school when he was 8 year-old.
My son is now 18 and in college, so that tells you how
old Swimmy is!
RR: I see that you are published with Anaiah
Press. What advice do you have for other Christian
Writers who are seeking a publisher? Any tips for
those of us working on the dreaded query letter?
HC: My introduction to Anaiah Press came as a
result of the Twitter pitch party, #FaithPitch. It is a
pitch party for faith-based fiction and non-fiction. I
would suggest giving it a try. I would also generally
encourage writers to branch out and try new things,
even if they seem a little daunting. I had never
participated in a pitch party before, and I was a bit
nervous, but it all worked out great!
Regarding query letter writing, I would advise doing
some research on what makes a query letter effective.
There are lots of great articles out there on this. Then,
use what you've learned to write an outstanding query
letter that makes the agent or editor want more. Don't
forget to polish, polish, and polish some more!
RR: Finally, what are you most excited about right
now? Are you working on another book or creative
project?
HC: I'm excited to apply the things I've learned in
bringing The Christmas Angel in Apt. 3C to fruition to
future projects. I am currently doing some research for
my next novel, which will be a historical middle-grade
novel. I am also working on some picture book
projects.
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Christ the King Puppet Skit
by Timothy VanScoyoc
Characters: Chris and Zoey
Chris, wearing a crown, meets Zoey.

Chris: That sounds good.
Zoey: But it's not. If I put myself ahead of
everybody else, I'm not a very nice person to be
around. And if I think I don't need to listen to
anyone else, that's when things usually go wrong.

Chris: Good morning, Zoey.

Chris: I suppose you're right.

Zoey: Hi Chris.

Zoey: It's cardboard.

Zoey: That's why it's Christ the King Sunday,
not Zoey the Princess Sunday. Christ the King
Sunday reminds us that Jesus Christ should be
the king of our lives. He knows what's best for
us, and if we honor him and serve him and do
what he says, everything will go better.

Chris: It doesn't matter. I'm still the king.
Today is Chris the King day.

Chris: Yeah, I guess I wouldn't do very well as
king. Even for a day.

Zoey: What?

Zoey: You're not too disappointed, I hope.

Chris: It's Chris the King day.

Chris: No. I'm better off if Jesus is my king.
And anyway, it's only a month until Christmas,
and that day IS all about me!

Chris: Aren't you going to bow down to me?
Zoey: Uh, no. Why?
Chris: I'm the king! Don't you see my crown?

Zoey: What gave you that idea?
Chris: It says so right on our church bulletin.
See: Chris the King Sunday.
Zoey: That's CHRIST the King Sunday.
Chris: It's not Chris?
Zoey: No. Jesus Christ is the king. After he
rose from the dead, he ascended to heaven,
where he rules as king forever.
Chris: So if he rules forever, what makes this
Sunday special?

Zoey: What?
Chris: Yeah. The name says it all: it's
Christ-mas – the day CHRIS gets to AMASS all
the gifts!
Zoey: I think we need to talk some more.
Chris: Huh?
Zoey: Come on.
They exit.

Zoey: It's just a special day to remind us , as
we prepare for Christmas, that the baby whose
birth we celebrate is really a king.
Chris: So it's not all about me today?
Zoey: No. Not today or any day.
Chris: I don't get to be king, and be in charge
and have everyone bow down to me and do
everything I say?
Zoey: No, sorry.
Chris: Well that's a bummer. I wanted to be
king!
Zoey: Well we probably all think sometimes
that we want to be in charge. Some days, I
like to pretend I'm a princess! But if we really
think we're a king or a princess, it means we
think we're the most important person there is,
and that we don't need to listen to anyone else.
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Ugly Dolls movie

Super fun time at the Ugly Dolls movie! Thank
you to everyone who brought their kids to movie
fellowship time after church on October 27.

We all need a little help sometimes!
Who do you recommend for odd jobs?
The other day, a friend of mine asked, “Do you know anyone
who I could call to fix my sidewalk?”
“I heard about someone who does cement work just last
week, but I can’t remember who told me,“ I lamented.
At last we have a solution. Just outside the door to the
pastor’s office is a bulletin board where you can put cards of
workmen or women who have done a good job for you. Names
and numbers are already there for those of us with faulty
memories.
When it comes to odd jobs around the home, it can be a challenge to find reliable help. Here at Christ
Community UMC, we have had the opportunity to hire many local businesspeople to help with the variety of
needs we have here at the church. Randy from Randy’s Electric (814-942-0194) has done some great work at
the parsonage and Charlie from Campbell’s Lawn Care (814-515-6970) did a fantastic job this year getting rid
of all the leaves.
Have you found a handyman or person for odd jobs that you highly recommend? Please share your good
fortune when you find a gem of a worker and put his/her card on display.
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