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World Communion Sunday & Christian Unity
Dear Friends,
On the first Sunday of October, we celebrated World Communion Sunday.
Christians throughout the world in many different countries recognize the first
Sunday in October as World Communion Sunday. On this Special Sunday, we
celebrate Christian unity and the fact that we are all united through our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
In today's world, we disagree about many different things. It feels as if our
world grows continually more divisive each and every day. That is why, this year,
World Communion Sunday is more important than ever. On this Special Sunday,
we celebrate the fact that there is room at God's table for everyone. As St. Paul
writes in his letter to the church in Galatia, "There is neither Jew nor gentile, slave nor free, nor is there
male or female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28."
I have always admired people who could bake. Since I've been married, I've gotten much better at
preparing meals and baking tasty treats; however, I know that I still have a lot to learn.
When I was first learning how to cook, my grandmother offered me these words of encouragement.
"If you can read, then you can bake. All you need to do is follow a recipe. If you can read a recipe, you
can make anything. You're good at reading, so you should also be good at cooking."
Bread is a powerful symbol. Jesus is the bread of life. This
means that, as human beings, we do need more to flourish than
just food and water. We could have all the food or all the material
belongings we could possibly desire, but if we do not have Jesus,
our lives will be empty and incomplete.
I like to use the comparison of fast food. I love McDonald's. In
fact, McDonald's is my favorite restaurant. I have the McDonald's
menu memorized and I always have room for chicken
McNuggets; however, despite my life long love of fast food, as an
adult, I have come to realize that even if I eat an entire basket of
French fries, I'll still be hungry an hour later.
I love Mc Donald's because in the moment when I'm eating it, it tastes good. But it doesn't stick with
me. That is because chicken McNuggets are not what I would call a nourishing meal. On days when I
have chicken McNuggets for lunch, I'm famished by the time I get done with work. I can't wait to get
home and to make a nourishing homemade meal for my husband and I.
Cont p. 2
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Cont. from p. 1
A Recipe for a Holy Life
1. Worship only God. (Nothing is more important
than God).
2. Do not make an idol and worship it. (This
might sound simple, but how often are we
tempted to worship the false idols of fame,
beauty, or money?).
3. Do not take God's name in vain. (Do not use
God's name as a curse, swear word, or
exclamation).
4. Remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy. (If
you are unable to worship with us in person, you
can always join us by watching our live stream!)
5. Honor your father and mother.
6. Do not murder.
7. Be faithful to your spouse.
8. Do not steal.
9. Do not lie or give false testimony.
10. Do not covet or be jealous.

Finally, the most important ingredient of all,
the golden rule in which all other rules are
contained was given to us by our Lord, Jesus
Christ: Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments
(Matthew 22:37-40, NIV).”
Lately, it seems as if our world is more
divided than ever. Despite the all the strife and
unrest, I am encouraged by the fact that no
matter how divided our world becomes, as
Christians, we are all united as brothers and
sisters. It is my prayer that this Sunday and
always, we will continue to be nourished by
Jesus, who is the bread of life.
Until Next Time,

Rev. Rebecca
Harvest Home/ 30 Days of Giving

Thanksgiving Service- Cancelled

We are currently collecting donations of
nonperishable food items to support local
families in need. You can bring donations to the
church during our regularly scheduled office
hours (Monday-Thursday, 9AM-2PM) or to
worship on Sunday morning. If you would like to
donate by check, you can mail your check to
5715 Roselawn Ave. Altoona, PA 16602. Make
checks payable to “Christ Community UMC,”
and write “Harvest Home,” in the memo line.
Not sure what to donate? Overwhelmed by
all the holiday food options? Be sure to check
our calendar for 30 Days of Giving! Simply place
one suggested food item a day in a box and
bring that box to church. By the end of 30 days,
you will have gathered enough to food to give a
local family a wonderful thanksgiving. The
calendar for 30 Days of Giving can be found on
church website at www.ccumc.us

In an effort to discourage large gatherings, we
have decided to cancel our Thanksgiving service
for this year. Hopefully, we will all be able to
gather again next year.
Please Be Aware: The Church Office Email
Has Changed!
The church office can now be reached at
CCUMCchurch@gmail.com

Christmas is Coming!
Important Christmas Dates:
Hanging of the Greens: Nov 29th: After Church
Christmas Eve Worship: 4PM & 7:30PM
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The Tuesday after Thanksgiving is known as
“Giving Tuesday.” After taking time to be
thankful on Thursday, many people chose to
recognize the following Tuesday as the day to
show their gratitude to God by donating to
charities and organizations that are important to
them. I wanted to take some time to encourage
you to please consider the Disability Ministries
Committee. I am honored to be involved with
this committee and I wanted to take some time
to share with you information about the work we
do as committee in the church.
Please consider supporting Disability
Ministries on Giving Tuesday (Advanced Special
#3021054).
We are committed to making the United
Methodist Church a place where people with
disabilities are fully included in all aspects of
worship, leadership, ministry, and mission.

Your donations help us provide grants to
local churches! Past grant recipients have
installed hearing loops, built ramps, created
accessible restrooms, and added elevators.
Join us in making a difference!
Sadly, statistics show that people with
disabilities are less likely to attend worship
services. Furthermore, one study found that
more than half of parents with children with
special needs reported that their child had been
excluded from a worship service.
As our congregations continue to age, more
people will develop disabilities over the coming
years. Our mission is to advocate for the needs
of people with disabilities, empower people with
disabilities, and educate members of our
churches and communities about issues related
to disabilities and disability awareness.
Please consider supporting our mission by
making a donation to The United Methodist
Church Disability Ministries Committee Special
Advance (Advanced Special #3021054).
Visit DMCUMC.org for more resources and
to learn more about our team!

Drive-In Worship Service
On Sunday, October 18th, we held a Drive In
Worship service in the parking lot of our church
at 2PM. This worship service gave people the
chance to attend worship in-person while
remaining at a safe social distance. We would
like to thank everyone who joined us for
worship!

We would also like to thank our worship
team Kyle Brown (lead guitar), Alex Schnaubelt
(Keyboard), Hope Rowles (Vocals), and Nate
Ross (technology). Many hours of practice and
planning went into making this outdoor worship
experience possible. Thank you for giving your
time and talents to praise God!
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Happy
Veterans Day!
We asked members
of Christ Community
UMC and our sister
church, Llyswen UMC,
to send us photos of
their loved ones who
were also veterans. We
used these photos to
create a poster that was
displayed at church
during Sunday Worship.
To all the men and
women who have served
our country, we salute
you. Thank you for your
service!
This image shows a
smaller version of the
poster that we created.
Jeff used Microsoft
Publisher to create this
poster. You can find a
full color version of this
poster on our Facebook
page.
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It was not to be. I lacked the piece of
paper that would authorize me to go home.
I drove back to our airstrip with the Lurline in
my hind sight.
During World War II, I dreamed often of
being on a Pullman train speeding me
home. Those who read this and never had
the joy of traveling on a Pullman train will
probably not understand what it was like.
Several times in the war, when I was on
leave or transferred to another area in the
United States, I traveled on a Pullman train
– complimentary. To lie in bed at night while
speeding on the rails and hear the
click-clack of the wheels as the train runs
over the track and hear the train whistle as it
crosses over a road and hear the bells ring
out at crossings is a great feeling as it puts
you to sleep.
My dreams far from home in the tropical
Pacific of coming home on a train were very
real. Night after night I dreamed I was
coming home on a Pullman train.
Our squadron had an airman awaken us
every morning, not with a bugle, but with a
whistle and a song. He sang from the
Broadway musical Oklahoma, “Oh what a
beautiful morning, Oh what a beautiful day.
I’ve got a beautiful feeling everything’s going
my way.” I got off my dream train and
realized I was still in New Guinea. It was
not a beautiful morning or a wonderful day
for me.
My mother used to say the most
beautiful word in the English language is
“home.” Home is a place of security and
love. You think more about home when you
are away from it. Mostly we take “home” for
granted.
The poet Robert Frost wrote, “Home is
the place where, if you have to go there,
they have to take you in.” Home loves to
take you in.
Many obituaries say the dead person
went home to be with the Lord. I used to
think, how could you go home to a place

Richard went home to the Lord on
April 30, 2019. This will be his final
devotional message in the
newsletter.

Going Home
Richard VanScoyoc
In 1943, I left San Francisco with the
55th Troop Carrier Squadron, bound for
Australia on the former cruise ship Lurline.
Later, on a small ship, I went to New
Guinea. I was the squadron supply officer,
and one day I drove in my Jeep from our
airstrip to the dock at Oro Bay to check on
some supplies. As I looked out on the
ocean, I saw the Lurline anchored beyond a
reef or bar. I never expected to see the
Lurline that far in the war zone. Because of
the reef, the water was too shallow for the
Lurline to dock at Oro Bay. I had come over
the ocean on the Lurline once. I thought it
would be great to go home in it. The
psalmist said, “ Oh that I had wings like a
dove for then would I fly away and be at
rest.” (Psalm 55:6) I thought that if I could
fly over the reef, I could go home on the
Lurline.
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where you have never been before? The
only person who could say he was going
home to heaven where he had been was
Jesus. But then I realized that I had gone
home to a place I had never been before My
parents moved a lot—twice while I was in
the army—and I came home on leave to two
places I had never been, but it was still
home. Home is where your loved ones live;
home is your loved ones. If you come home
and your loved ones are there, it doesn’t
matter where it is.
So if we trust Jesus with our soul, we
hope to go to a place we have never been
(heaven) and see our loved ones and be
with Jesus in his home. Jesus said in John
14: 2-3, “In my father’s house are many
mansions. I go to prepare a place for you; I
will come again and receive you unto myself
that where I am, there you may be also.”
Where Jesus is, is home.
In May
1945, the war
in Europe was
over. I was
still serving in
the Air Force
in the Pacific.
The end of the
war in Europe
released
thousands of soldiers for duty in the Pacific.
The military had a point system for soldiers
to go home if they had enough points.
Since I had previously served a year a and a
half in Puerto Rico, plus my time in the
Pacific, I had the most points of anyone in
my squadron. So that June, I was given the
piece of paper authorizing me to go home.
The plan was that one month Air Force
men would fly home and Army men would
go home by ship and the next month they
would switch the means of travel.
Unfortunately for me, June was the month
for Air Force personnel to go home by ship.
June 29, I left Manila, not on the Lurline, but

on a small, slow ship. Had my departure
been two days later, I could have flown
home.
That trip was a small picture of my life.
The trip was long: one month. My life is
long: 102 years. The ocean was wide, and
day after day all I saw was the waves. My
life span covered the Great Depression of
the 1930s and World War II and years of
teaching teenagers.
The ship came home without escort in an
ocean filled with enemy submarines. The
hymn “Amazing Grace” says, “Through
many dangers, toils and snares I have
already come. ‘Tis grace hath brought me
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”
The ocean trip was long and dangerous, but
the ship survived the danger.
As I neared the California coast, I could
see San Francisco. I was near home but
not yet there. Then coming out of the bay,
under the famous bridge, a harbor boat
appeared, with a sign tied on its side that
said “Welcome Home.” The rails were lined
with young women waving and cheering.
Ships horns were blasting and a band was
playing. As we entered the bay, we passed
a ship lined with soldiers going to the war in
the Pacific. As my Christian life is nearing
home, I pass others going out to serve in my
place.
As I near home (heaven), I hope God
sends a chorus of angels to greet me and
welcome me with songs and say, “Well done
thy good and faithful servant.” I was no hero
in WWII, but I did serve my country faithfully
and did my duty in a quiet way.
Paul said, “I have fought a good fight; I
have finished my course; I have kept the
faith.” (II Timothy 4:7) As I neared San
Francisco, I had served nearly five years
faithfully with no blot on my record. I was
finishing my time in the war.
So at 102 years old, I am no longer able
to serve as I once did. I have finished the
course; I will soon be home.
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Lay Servant Report Annual
Conference 2020
On October 3, 2020, Reverend Rebecca and
I attended Annual conference, unlike most years
this conference was Virtual Online. Reverend
Rebecca attended from the parsonage and I
from my home.
The theme for Annual conference for the past
few years has be Better Together one in Ministry
to all the World. This year online the conference
began with Kathy Kind , she said we are Better
together , we a started this year as a blank
canvas an unformed picture of what God could
do to make us one We are better together and
Only Christ can bring us together to make us
one.
Let us Pray, By your will Make us One with
Christ, Make us one with each other and Make
us one in ministry to all the World, help us to
realize we are better together: Amen
Normally Annual Conference would have
been held for 3 days at the Hershey Lodge, but
with the Pandemic it was rescheduled for 1 day
in Williamsport and finally rescheduled for Virtual
online. It is hard this year with social distancing,
masks, and staying apart to really feel good with
better together.
Through Christ we all need to realize all
things are possible and we will all get through
this. Tough times never last but tough people do.
We voted on many things with the first being
to change the rules of procedure being online,
we needed Log in information and ID number for
voting online. A list of other items on the agenda
was
1. Parsonage standards
2. Reduction of 20% for cost of health care
for retires due to the hardships Churches
are facing
3. Nominate a new Conference treasurer
4. Benevolent Goals and ministry of
Mission.
5. Reduction of spending for the
Conference of approx. 1 million dollars
for 2021

I would like to share a message from Bishop
Jeremiah J Park as we Started Conference this
year.
He said. “As we gather virtually, we will to lift
up our quadrennial theme better Together with
the words “One in Ministry to All the World.” Now
more than ever our hurting communities and the
world are in need to see God’s church united in
offering Christ’s ministry of healing, hope, and
the vision of the Beloved Community for all.
Under the circumstances of virtual gathering, this
year’s Annual conference will find the members
of the Annual conference only considering
essential business. The essential business will
only be those items that we must act on to be
able to move forward into next year. There will
be significant discussions and critical decisions
to make when we meet. Some of the decisions
we will be making will involve difficult choices.
Our world and our churches are going
through unprecedented times of challenge. For
such a time as this we must be attuned first and
foremost to the will and leading of the Holy Spirit.
Your continued prayers for God’s grace to
surround us to be a church faithful and alive in
ministry to all the world would be deeply
appreciated.” This was a message from our
Bishop
John Henderson Lay Servant
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Dear CCUMC,
It's beginning to look
a lot like Christmas!
This year, we are using a
different florist for our
poinsettias. This new
florist requires order to
be put in much sooner
than we have in the past.
Poinsettia orders are due
in two weeks. Please, if you would like to
order poinsettias, let us know as soon as
possible. Even if you do not currently have the
money to pay for the flowers, please just let us
know how many and what color you would like
so that we can order the appropriate amount.
Poinsettias are ten dollars per pot. The
colors are red, white, or pink. To place your
order, you can call Connie at the church office
at 814-942-5586 or fill out one of the green
order forms in the back of the sanctuary. If you
would like the flowers placed in honor or in
memory of someone, you can let the church
secretary know that as well or include that
information in your order form.
Payment can be placed in the offering plate
or mailed to 5715 Roselawn Ave. Altoona PA
16602. Please make checks payable to Christ
Community UMC and write "poinsettias," in
the memo line.

Also, our Christmas Bible Study is still going
strong! Our theme is the Characters of Christmas
and tomorrow we will meet online at 6:30PM.
We will be talking about Zechariah
and his wife Elizabeth. Please feel
free to join us, even if you haven't
attended any of the other meetings.
Everyone is welcome. I have
included the Zoom information at
the end of this email.
Rebecca Holland is inviting you
to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Christmas Bible Study
Time: This is a recurring meeting Wednesdays at
6:30PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81074563283?pwd=N
UNyMXFXQ1k0bUVMMjBUeVlHbGhGZz09
Meeting ID: 810 7456 3283
Passcode: 771631
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,81074563283#,,,,,,0#,,771631# US
(New York)
This number is long distance
Dial 1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 810 7456 3283 Passcode: 771631
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