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Pastor’s Letter- Bloom Where You Are Planted
Dear CCUMC Family,
I have always admired people who God has blessed with the gift of a green thumb. My
grandmother always kept a lovely garden. I can remember being a little girl and watching her as
she lovingly tended her tomatoes, cucumbers, flowers, and the bushes around our home.
As my grandmother grew older, it became harder for her to get down on her knees in order to
pull weeds. One day, she called me away from where I was playing in order to help her.
“Here,” she said, “Get down on your knees and help me pull these weeds.”
I was all too eager to try to help her. Sadly, I was not particularly good at gardening. With a huge
smile on my face, I dropped to my knees and wrapped both of my hands around what I thought was a large
leafy weed.
I can still hear her voice as if it were yesterday. “No! Don’t pull those,” she shouted with a sigh of
exasperation. “Those aren’t weeds! Those are flowers! They just haven’t bloomed yet!”
“I’m sorry!” I said sadly as I looked at the green stems that I clutched in my hands, “ I thought they were
weeds! I didn’t know! What do I do now?”
Grandma sighed once more and knelt next to me on the ground. “ Well,” she said as she gently took the
flowers from my hands, “They will just have to bloom where they are planted.” Then, she took her small
shovel, dug a hole, and carefully placed the flowers back into the soft topsoil. Eventually, the flowers did
indeed blossom where grandma had planted them.
As an adult, I still struggle to keep plants alive. I’ve even managed to kill a cactus! Nevertheless, this
summer I adopted three tomato plants from our church rummage sale. After a surprising amount of effort (my
grandmother always made gardening look so effortless!) I successfully planted them in a box on the back
porch of the parsonage. I have named them Byron, Keats, and Percy Bysshe Shelley, in honor of three
romantic poets.
Tending to Byron, Keats, and Shelley, has been a very spiritual practice for me. It has reminded me that,
despite my best efforts, it is God who makes things grow. As a human being, I am incapable of making these
little tomato plants take root or bear fruit. I can give them all the water and all the plant food in the world, but it
is God who unfurls their leaves or ripens the fruit on their stems. This is a humbling as well as a liberating
realization. God is the one who is all powerful.
Throughout the summer, I was amazed as I watched
Byron, Keats, and Shelley thrive. After several weeks, my
plants became so large that their box kept toppling on its side.
I wasn’t sure what to do, so I started using two folding chairs in
order to support the plants.
Then, a few weeks after that, Shelley produced two small
green tomatoes! That’s when I discovered that the small tables
attached to the folding chairs were the perfect height to
support the tomatoes so that their weight didn’t break the
branches.
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that our church family will continue to abide in God’s
love. I pray that our church family will bear much
fruit during this season of harvest and
thanksgiving.
Wherever you find yourself at this season in
your life, it is my prayer for you that you will bloom
where you are planted. May God provide you with
good soil, nourish you with spiritual food, and water
you with love.
May God Bless and Keep You,

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
I am so happy that I managed to help keep
these little plants alive. Every time I look at them I
am reminded of the Bible verse that reads, “I am the
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing (John 15:5, NIV).” It is my prayer

The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks
by Rebecca Skloot
Books & Beans Book Club
Monday, October 30 th
at the Green Bean at 6:30PM
On Monday, October 23rd join us at the Green
Bean Coffeehouse (720 6th Ave. Altoona, PA
16602) for a discussion of The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. Enjoy a
delicious cup of coffee or a soothing cup of tea as
we explore this complex story about "faith, science,
journalism, and grace."

P.S. My grandmother has informed me that there
are actual wire cages that can be used to support
tomato plants. This sounds like a great idea to me
and I will try using wire cages next year instead of
folding chairs!

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is a "tale of
medical wonders and medical arrogance, racism, …
[and] poverty." The eponymous Henrietta Lacks,
"was a 31-year-old black mother of five in Baltimore
when she died of cervical cancer in 1951. Without
her knowledge, doctors treating her at Johns
Hopkins took tissue samples from her cervix for
research. They spawned the first viable, indeed
miraculously productive, cell line—known as HeLa.
These cells have aided in medical discoveries from
the polio vaccine to AIDS treatments… Skloot tells a
rich, resonant tale of modern science, the wonders
it can perform and how easily it can exploit society's
most vulnerable people (Adapted from Publishers
Weekly.)"
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A Trolley Line That
Never Was
Part 3 of 3:
By: Jeffery D. Holland
"No Longer in Doubt"
On March 19,1909, an article appeared in the
Altoona Mirror in which Patterson, representing the
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs
Railway, spoke optimistically about the continued
plans for the railway. "The prospects for starting the
construction work on the proposed Altoona,
Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs Railway within
the next few weeks becomes brighter every day,"
he stated. Patterson then further elaborated, "An
underwriting syndicate is being formed by local
businessmen interested in the interurban line."
Patterson was certain that, "the success of the road
was assured and that time alone would prove to the
people interested that their work had not been
without result."
Despite Patterson's hopeful outlook, the
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs
Railway continued to encounter challenges. On
July 14, 1909, it seemed that the company was
about to lose their right of way through the borough
of Newry unless work began by the first of August.
Under the terms of their franchise agreement,
construction had to begin within six months of the
document being signed. The borough council made
it clear that getting another franchise would not be
easy for the company, due to the fact that the
borough was tired of handing out franchises and
receiving nothing in return.
On October 15, 1909, the company was put
under significant pressure by the boroughs that had
given them franchises to build right of way because
they had not yet begun construction. The company
had not yet even completed its surveys and
seemed to be scrambling to meet their deadlines.

A Slow Demise
It seems little progress was made until February
26, 1910, when it was reported that C. D. Tate, the
new engineer in charge, was planning to start work
again on surveying the right of way between
Loysburg Gap and Bedford. The contracts were
expected to be awarded immediately following

Pictured: Altoona Logan Valley Railway Streetcar
on it’s last day of service near the intersection of
6th Ave. and 58 th St. Although this article
examines the story of a trolley line that never
materialized, the Altoona Logan Valley Electric
Railway functioned until 1954.

completion of the survey. The article also mentions
that finances were not felt to be the problem but
that differences of opinion by those organizing the
project had slowed its progress.
On March 12, 1910, the survey for the Altoona,
Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs Railway
company had been completed by engineer Charles
G. Tate. The final survey stake had been driven in
front of the Bedford Springs Hotel. Leadership of
the company stated that they expected contracts to
be given for the construction within the next few
days.
Then, on May 8, 1910, the Altoona Mirror
proclaimed that the new railway would be operated
by gasoline instead of electricity. The article stated
that yet another survey had been completed and
that the only thing holding up the process to receive
bids for the construction of the railway was the
completion of a map which was expected to take
about a month to complete. Once the map was
finished the company expected to have the
construction underway within the next two months.

A Trolley Line that Was Never Born
The dream of this electric railway seems to
have died around June 10, 1910 when the
Pennsylvania Railroad opened its Midland division
Trolley Cont. p 6

3

Clothing Give-A-Way

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat

October 27, Saturday from 9:00am - noon

Movie Night: September 30
Sunday at 2:00pm

We are holding our annual fall clothing
give-a-way in the fellowship hall. This is an
opportunity for you to clean out and donate gently
used clothing that will then benefit our neighbors in
need. We are looking for fall and winter or year
round items of clothes, shoes, jackets, coats, and
personal items like hats, gloves and scarves.
Anything you would wear during this or the
upcoming season will be of need.
***If you have end of the spring and summer
season items like shorts, tanks or sandals you want
to donate and do not have a place to store them at
your home until the spring rummage sale, please let
us know and we will collect them after the fall
give-a-way and store them here at the church until
next year.
Items can be dropped off during church or office
hours. If you have items that need picked up, please
contact the church office and we will arrange to have
someone collect them from you.
Other items we will take are children's toys, books,
movies and music, household items, linens and
holiday decorations. If you are not sure about
donating something, call Pam Harker 941-9234.
We need workers to set up on Thursday, October
25 and Friday, October 26 starting at 5 pm. If you
have day time hours available and can help, call to
make arrangements for someone to be at the church
with you and let you in. We also need people to be
here on Saturday, October 27 beginning at 8:30 for
the give-a-way and for packing and clean up after.
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the
back of the sanctuary so we have some idea of how
many servants we have.
Thank you all in advance for continuing to
support and participate in our church ministry work.

Join us to watch together this musical, based
on the story of Joseph and his coat of many colors
from the book of Genesis, with lyrics by Tim Rice,
music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, and starring
Donny Osmond. The movie is 78 minutes in length
and rated ok for grade school aged children but
please be aware of the biblical context in which the
film is based. You can read Genesis chapters 37,
39 - 47 before the movie to compare the original
biblical story with the recreated interpretation for
the musical. We will discuss the differences after
the movie showing if you are interested in staying.
Drinks and snacks will be provided. Movie will play
in the sanctuary.
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Paul said our physical bodies are tents.
Tents are temporary dwellings. They’re
flimsy; they wear out. When Paul said our
bodies are like tents, he meant life is short and
this is not our real home. We are temporarily
living here on earth, but our real home is in
heaven. Jesus said, “My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have
told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.”
(John 14:2-3 NIV) Paul said, “For we know
that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
we have a building from God, an eternal house
in heaven, not built by human hands.” (II
Corinthians 5:1) Our time of living in a tent
will eventually be over. If it’s been a tough
life with many troubles and trials, it is only a
temporary life.
Eventually, I moved out of an army tent in
WWII and came home. When I came home
from the war, I said I would never go camping
or live in a tent again.
Life is short. Our tents (bodies) get sick,
our finances get depleted, we worry and get
discouraged as the storms of life overtake us.
Job said, “My days are swifter than a runner;
they fly away without a glimpse of joy.” (9:25)
We will not always be far from home,
living in poor tents. Someday we will fold our
tents and go home.
We look for a house whose foundation is
Jesus, our eternal home in heaven, in a new
indestructible body. Someday your tent will
come down and you will not need it again.
Your life on earth with all its troubles, worries,
and problems is only temporary.
With the promise of eternal life with Jesus,
we have hope of taking down our tents and
leaving them behind.
We often wonder what kind of body we
will have in heaven. We will have a body like
Jesus had after his resurrection. Our old bodies
will be changed. We will no longer live in our
old bodies (our tents). Philippians 3:20-21:
“But our citizenship is in heaven.

Tents
Richard VanScoyoc
When I was young, I
thought it would be great to
go camping and live in a
tent. Little did I know that
later, in World War II, I
would live in a tent for two
years.
The Israelites in the
Old Testament lived in
tents for 40 years in the
wilderness. They had no
temple to store their holy
writings. They placed them
in a tabernacle (a tent) and
carried them wherever they
pitched their tents.
The apostle Paul knew all about tents; he
was a tentmaker. He knew what living in a tent
was like. I know what living in a tent is like. In
my tent in New Guinea, we had no electricity,
no running water, no bathroom. The roof was a
canvas tarp that heated up to almost unbearable
temperatures in the tropical sun. I shared a tent
with several other men. We needed mosquito
netting on our cots to keep the mosquitoes from
biting us. The ants got into our food. Rats ran
into our tent at night. Spiders built their webs
on all sides of the tent, and once a scorpion ran
out of my shoes under my cot.
One day, living in a tent in World War II,
we had a downpour of rain. It rained so hard
that a river of water flooded into our tent. I had
a spare pair of shoes under my cot that were
getting soaked, so I put them on my cot. The
rain soaked my tent and leaked on my cot. I was
standing inside my tent with water up to my
ankles. There was nowhere to go to avoid the
rain. I put my raincoat on top of my mosquito
netting, trying to keep my cot dry and crawled
into my cot with all my clothes on. What an
experience that was.
These are examples of how I lived in a tent.
The soldiers of the Civil War sang a song,
“Tenting tonight, Tenting tonight, Tenting on
the old campground.” I was tenting on the old
campground, not a very happy camper.

Tents Cont. p 6
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Tents Cont. from p5

Sun. Sept. 23: 9:00 am One service. No 11:00 am
service. Meeting with Bishop Park canceled.
Sun. Sept. 30: 9:00 and 11:00am services
2:00 pm, movie Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Wed. Oct 3: 7:00pm Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sun. Sept. 7: 9:00 and 11:00am Communion
Services.
Sat. Oct. 13: 10:00am Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sun. Oct.14: 9:00 and 11:00am services
Sun.. Oct.21: 9:00 and 11:00am services
Wed. Oct 24: 7:00pm Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sat. Oct 27: 9:00am until noon. Clothing Giveaway
Mon. Oct. 29: 6:30pm Bible Study, Pursuing God

(week 1)
Tues., Oct 30: 6:30pm Book Club at the Green Bean,
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
Sat., Nov. 3: 10:00am Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sun., Nov. 4: 9:00 and 11:00am Communion
Services.
Mon. Nov. 5: 7:00pm Church Conference
Mon. Nov. 5: 6:30pm Bible Study, Pursuing God

(week 2)
Wed. Nov 7: 10:00am Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sun. Nov 11: 9:00 and 11:00am services
Mon. Nov 12: 6:30pm Bible Study, Pursuing God

(week3)
Thurs. Nov. 15: 7:00pm Free Concert. Chi Rho
Singers. Worshipful Music
Sat. Nov. 13: 10:00am Yoga for Holistic Healing
Sun. Nov. 18: 9:00 and 11:00am services
Mon. Nov. 19: 6:30 Bible Study, Pursuing God

(week 4)
Tues. Nov. 20: 7pm Community Thanksgiving
Service at Sacred Heart.
Thurs. Nov. 22: Thanksgiving
Sun, Nov. 25: 9:00 and 11:00am services
Mon. Nov. 26: 6:30 Bible Study, Pursuing God

(week 5)

And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who by the power that
enables him to bring
everything under his control, will transform our
lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.” There is a natural body and
there is a spiritual body. Flesh and blood
cannot enter the kingdom of God. I thank God
that I will not always live in a tent. There will
be no tents in heaven.

Trolley cont. from page 3
between Hollidaysburg and Bedford. On that
day approximately 3,000 visitors traveled from
Altoona to Bedford for the opening of the
railway.
The completion of this portion of the
Pennsylvania Railroad seemed to have
significantly weakened the effort of the
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Bedford Springs
Railway company to complete their project. On
April 11, 1911 an article appeared in the
Altoona Mirror stating that the project had been
all but forgotten and little to nothing had been
heard of the line for almost nine months,
presumably due to the opening of the new
Midland route by the Pennsylvania Railroad.
This route would have directly competed with
the Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Bedford
Springs Railway company.
Today, it is intriguing to consider that a
trolley line could have connected Altoona and
Bedford. What an interesting ride that would
have been for the passengers! Unfortunately,
that dream never came to fruition. The only
thing solid that seems to have ever been
constructed of this
railway is this brass seal
that I found at the flea
market one day. It was
discarded in an old
cigar box, and it is
likely one of the only
remaining remnant of a
railway that never got
off the paper.
It is engraved in reverse
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Free Yoga Church
Finding your Center
in a Broken World:
Three Week Series
Description: Designed for anyone
who wants to begin exploring the
practice of Christian Yoga! No
previous experience necessary. Mats
and props will be provided.
Each Yoga Church gathering is a time of
worship. During this three week series, we will
learn ways to connect with God through the
practice of Yoga. Each week during this
gathering we will engage in prayer, meditation,
breathing exercises, and gentle vinayasa flows.
Each gathering will include the experience of a
holy rite and closing with a time of guided
meditation.
9/5 Wednesday at 7PM – Connecting with
God through Breathing (Holy Communion)
9/15 Saturday at 10AM- Empowering
Movements- Channeling the Strength of the
Holy Spirit (Remembering our Baptism)
9/19 Wednesday at 7PM- Balancing Chakras
through Movement and Prayer (Anointing with
Oil)

Yoga for Holistic Healing:

meditation. No experience necessary. Mats and
blocks will be provided. Appropriate for
anyone who wishes to explore the practice of
Christian Yoga.
(Disclaimer: Yoga Church is not meant to
replace services rendered from a healthcare
provider. Always consult with a licensed
medical professional when experiencing pain).
10/3 Wednesday at 7PM- Crown ChakraPulling our thoughts heavenwarda and away
from pain (Anointing with Oil)
10/13 Saturday at 10AM – Third Eye ChakraSeeing beyond the material realm. Focusing on
the beauty of this moment in order to overcome
pain. (Anointing with Oil)
10/24 Wednesday at 7PM – Throat Chakra –
Speaking Words of Hope & Healing. Finding
comfort in Holy Words and the Holy Spirit.
(Annointing with Oil)
11/3 Saturday at 10AM – Heart ChakraFinding Healing through Forgiveness
(Remembering our Baptism)
11/7 Wednesday at 7PM - Stomach ChakraTrusting our instincts and gentle moves to
release stress (Holy Communion)
11/17 Saturday at 10AM – Grounding
Through the Hands & Feet (Holy Communion.)

Finding Relief from Emotional and
Physical Pain Six Week Series
Description: This six week series is
designed for anyone who is dealing with pain
in their lives. We will focus on connecting
with God through yoga to find relief from
physical, psychic, and emotional pain. Each
week we will focus on a different area of our
body physical bodies as we seek to bring
ourselves into both physical and spiritual
alignment with the divine.
We will engage in prayer, meditation,
breathing exercises, and gentle vinayasa flows.
Each gathering will include the exploration of
a holy rite and close with a time of guided
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Bible Study
October 29 - December 3 Mondays at 6:30pm
Pursuing God - Encountering His Love and Beauty in the Bible
by Margaret Feinberg
Join us as we continue our
twelve week study of Pursuing
God. During the first six weeks,
we looked at Genesis, and the
garden, the beginning of God's
story, and how we are
encompassed in this story. This
six weeks we are looking at The
Gospel of John. A lot happens
between Genesis and John. John
is bringing it all back home.
Back to the beginning. Back to
the roots of the tree. The family
tree of God that includes the
witness of John and you and me.
John's witness breaks it all down
in simple minded human terms that we can understand. Language that we can wrap our tiny brains
around. We will begin with remembering God in the Garden of Eden with humanity and then find
ourselves with Jesus in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane.
If you did not join us for Genesis, you are still welcome to explore this gospel. We will witness
Jesus breaking boundaries and transforming lives in beautiful and unexpected ways. The stories we
encounter in John are ones we need to study and be reminded of because they call us to love God
even more. The miraculous gift we receive from loving God more is we learn to love one another
more. When we are able to look around and see God’s light and beauty in one another, we are closer
to the dream and wonder of the creation of His original garden. The garden of life, of celebration, of
love.
We meet in the fellowship hall for dessert and discussion
each Monday starting October 29 through December 3 at
6:30pm. Please read John chapters 1-3 in preparation for our
first discussion. For questions or information or if you need a
ride, please contact Pam Harker at 941-9234.
10/29
11/5
11/12
11/19
11/26
12/3

John 1-3
John 4-8
John 9-11
John 12-17
John 18-19
John 20-21
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