Christ
Community
UMC

The Fish Line

Sept. 2020
Volume 6
Issue 5

Matthew 5:16, NIV
In the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Dear CCUMC Family,
Our Milk Giveaway was held Saturday August 15, 2020. We partnered with our sister
church, Llyswen UMC, and the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau in order to help make this
ministry happen. Over twenty volunteers joined together to give away more than 1700
gallons. At the time I am writing this article, we currently hold the highest record for the
most milk given away in Blair County during a single “milk drop.” I wanted to take some
time to write to you to share with you about the many happy memories I have from that
day, as well as to share some spiritual insights I gained from the experience.
Saturday Morning
On the Saturday morning of our Milk Giveaway, I purposely selected a bright pink shirt to
wear. I knew that I would be walking all around the parking lot and the neighboring streets,
and since I have trouble with my vision, I wanted to be sure the drivers would see me even if
I couldn’t see them.
In my rush to get ready, I grabbed a random bright pink shirt out of my dresser drawer.
As I came downstairs to leave for the church, Jeff looked at me and said, “ Are you sure you
want to wear that?“
“Why not!“ I exclaimed. “I am bright pink so cars can see me.”
“But look at what your shirt says.”
I glanced down and realized that I was wearing one of my favorite comfy shirts.
Emblazoned across the front in large letters were the words, “Feed me and tell me I’m
pretty.”
“That’s okay “I said. “this shirt is old. I don’t mind if it gets dirty. Plus, it is hot outside.”
“All right,” said Jeff. “But I still think that you should wear a clergy collar or one of your clergy dresses.“
“Why?“ I asked. “Who cares what I am wearing? Nobody is going to see me.”
“All right,” he said with a shrug, “have it your way.”
A Leap of Faith
When we had originally agreed to do the Milk Giveaway, I was concerned that we were not going to have
enough volunteers. The suggested number of volunteers for an event like this was 20 people. Both Christ
Community and Llyswen are small congregations, and even before the pandemic there were times when we
might have only twenty people at worship on a Sunday morning. However, I knew that there was a need in the
community
The problem with being a minister is that you need to practice what you preach. In the past, I had preached
sermon after sermon about trusting God and how God would provide. Nevertheless, as the day of the milk
giveaway came and a tractor trailer filled with 1700 gallons of milk sat in our parking lot, I began to be deeply
concerned.
Would we really have enough people? Would we really be able to make this happen? Or would there be a
giant truck full of spoiled milk in the church parking lot when Sunday morning came?
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“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” – 1 Peter 5:7
I did not have to worry for long. Soon, after I said a fervent prayer, people
from both congregations began to arrive. First they came one at a time and
then they began to come in groups. Finally, within the hour, we had over 20
volunteers from both congregations present. Everyone was happy and excited
to do God’s work!
Our church family has people of all ages. Some were children, some of us
were a little bit older, and some of us were anywhere in-between. Everyone
was able to find a job that they were able to do.
By the time we were done, we had given away 1,727 gallons of milk. It was
a uniquely beautiful thing. Someone did the math and they calculated that we
had given away almost 400 gallons of milk an hour!
The Most Beautiful Thing of All
The ministry that happened at our milk giveaway was truly beautiful. Part of the reason it was so beautiful
was because when we help our neighbors, we are reflecting the beauty of Christ’s love. When we love the Lord
our God, God helps us to love other people.
The most beautiful sacrifice of all was Jesus on the cross. Jesus suffered humiliation and pain because he
loved us so deeply. Some of his final words on the cross were “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what
they are doing (Luke 23:34).”
Christ’s sacrificial love— his forgiveness — is the most life-changing and beautiful thing of all. We don’t
know what we are doing. We make mistakes every day. I know that I personally make lots of mistakes. We all
sin, but Christ died to set us free from that sin. His sacrifice was more beautiful than we can even begin to
imagine.
“Who Is Going to See Me?”
Do you remember at the beginning of my story, when I told you that I didn’t think anyone would see the silly
shirt that I was wearing? Well, I got quite the surprise that day!
I was getting some cups of coffee in the church for the volunteers when someone yelled down the stairs to
me, “Pastor Rebecca! Come outside, quick!”
I rushed outside because I was afraid there was a problem. I was surprised when a man pointed his
phone’s camera at me and said, “Hello, Pastor! I’m with the local news. Can you please tell me about what is
happening here today?”
At first, I was embarrassed to be seen on local TV wearing a bright pink shirt that said, “ Feed me and tell
me I’m pretty.” But in the end, I deiced to do the interview. It was more important to me to spread the word
about our ministry than to worry about what I was wearing.
When the story finally ran at 5PM that evening, I was relieved to see that they had framed the shot so that
you could not read my shirt. In fact, with my hat and my enormous prescription sunglasses (with my eye
problems, I’m very sensitive to light), plus the face mask, you couldn’t see much of me at all.
The clip lasted less than a minute, and the sound bite that they caught was me quoting the verse from the
Bible that tells us to “love God … and love your neighbor as yourself.”
As one person who saw the segment said, “I didn’t even know it was you.”
I was glad to hear this because the important thing wasn’t who I was, or even who
the individual congregation members were that day. The important thing is the work that
the Holy Spirit was doing through our church family.
In conclusion, it’s time for me to get a new shirt. Instead of it saying, “ Feed me and
tell me I’m pretty,“it should say “Feeding the hungry is a beautiful thing.“
Until Next Time,

Rev. Rebecca
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Richard Van Scoyoc
(October 16, 1916-April 30,
2019) was an amazing man
who lived a truly extraordinary
life. Among his many
accomplishments, Richard
was a brave WWII veteran, a
talented teacher, a lifelong
member of the Blair County
Historical Society, a loving
husband and father, and a
gifted preacher. We were blessed to have Richard as a
part of our congregation.
Richard received a local preacher’s license in 1939
and served as a lay speaker in the Altoona District,
where he provided pulpit supply for 61 different
churches in central Pennsylvania on 327 different
Sundays. At our own church, he served as church
historian, lay leader, Sunday School superintendent,
and the chairman of the administrative board. Richard
preached his final sermon at our church on his 100th
Birthday. I sincerely hope that I will still be able to stand
and preach a sermon when I am 100!
Even when he was no longer preaching, Richard
continued his ministry by writing articles for our church
newsletter, the Fish Line. Richard never believed in
putting off until tomorrow what could be done today. As
one of his final acts of service to Christ, he wrote
several devotions that the Fish Line will continue to
publish posthumously to the end of the year, even
though he has gone home to be with God.
Richard was truly extraordinary. He was a great
man who loved God in an extraordinary way. It is my
hope that these words that Richard has left us will
inspire all of us to love as he loved- extraordinarily.
Rev. Rebecca

Who is
Cooking Supper Tonight?
By Richard VanScoyoc
Jesus had good friends – Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. He often stopped by their home. On one
occasion, Jesus was there with his disciples and a
host of his followers. Suppertime was drawing
near and Martha was in the kitchen wondering how
she was going to feed such a large group. The

Bible says this was Martha’s house, so she felt
responsible for preparing the meal. Mary, her sister,
was in the parlor listening to Jesus talk to the group.
As Martha worked in the kitchen, she felt alone and
resentful that no one was helping her. She went to
Jesus to tell him of her problem; she believed he
could solve it and she told him exactly how to solve
the problem: order Mary to the kitchen to help.
She was surprised at Jesus’ response to her
request. Jesus told Martha to leave Mary where she
was – at the foot of Jesus. Martha was concerned
about filling stomachs; Mary was spellbound to hear
Jesus’ words of eternal life. Earlier, when Jesus was
tempted by the devil, he said, “Man does not live by
bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of
the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4) It is more
important to feed the soul than the stomach. Jesus
also said, in chapter 6 of John, “Labor not for the
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man
shall give unto you,” (verse 27) and “I am the bread
of life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger.”
(verse 35) Martha did not need Mary to help feed
their guests. Twice in the Bible Jesus fed a multitude
from a few loaves of bread.
When you worry about your problems and need
help from others, go to Jesus in prayer. Martha went
to Jesus asking for help. He knew how to answer
her request better than she did. Paul says, “Don’t be
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your
requests be known unto
God.” Martha made her
request known unto Jesus,
and the result was the
peace of God.
This experience
strengthened Martha’s faith
in God. When her brother, Lazarus, was dead and
Jesus came to grieve with her, the Bible says in John
11:20 “Then Martha, as soon as she heard Jesus
was coming, went and met him, but Mary sat still in
the house.” Martha went to Jesus first – before Mary.
She had a heart-to-heart conversation with Jesus
that showed how her faith had grown. Martha told
Jesus, “I know that he (Lazarus) shall rise again in
the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said, “I am
the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me,
3

though he were dead, yet shall he live, and
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never
die.” Then Jesus tested her faith. He asked her,
“Believeth thou this?” And Martha answered in of
the greatest testimonies of faith (and one of my
favorite scriptures): “Yes Lord, I believe that thou
art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come
into the world.” She left Jesus and came back to
Mary and told her, “The Master is come and calleth
for thee.” Martha went to Jesus on her own urging.
Mary had to be summoned by Jesus.
We Christians want to do great things for Jesus, but
doing small things that honor him, such as preparing
a meal, is blessed by God.

After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he
visited his friends one more time, just six days
before the Passover and his crucifixion. John 12:2
tells us, “There they made him a supper; and

Martha served, but Lazarus was one of them that sat
at the table with him.” We do not know whether
Martha had to prepare supper alone again. We are
told that during that meal, Mary poured a jar of
expensive oil on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with
her hair. Mary is honored in the scriptures for
anointing the Lord with oil. Martha prepared supper.
In Jesus’ day, people thought cooking a meal for
Jesus was a small thing compared to anointing Jesus
with oil and wiping his feet with her hair. We
Christians want to do great things for Jesus, but
doing small things that honor him, such as preparing
a meal, is blessed by God. No work is unimportant.
I have always sympathized with Martha. She
was a “down-to-earth” Christian, who left us one of
the greatest testimonies of faith recorded in the Bible.
Zechariah 4:10 asks, “For who has despised the
day of small things?” Let us be content to do little
things like Martha. Martha loved Jesus as much as
Mary did. When you are preparing dinner or washing
the dishes, give a testimony like Martha.

Sister Joy Ann (enters singing): I’ve got the love of
Jesus, love of Jesus, down in my heart. Down in my
heart. Down in my heart…
Brimstone: What is all this racket?
Joy Ann: I’m just singing about the love of Jesus. I
want everyone to know that God loves them.
(Singing) I’m so happy, so very happy….
Brimstone: And who are you to be telling people
about God?
Joy Ann: I’m Joy Ann Sunshine. Who are you?

The Battle of the Testaments
by Tim VanScoyoc
This puppet theater production was the finale for
our summer series, “The Family of God: Stories
from Genesis.” It explains why both the old and
new testament are important to Christians today.
Characters:

Joy Ann Sunshine
The Rev. Dr. Farren Brimstone
Angel Agent 144

Brimstone: I’m the Rev. Dr. Farren Brimstone. I
preach the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the
God of wrath and judgment.
Joy Ann: Oh, no. God is love. I share the good news
of Jesus’ salvation and mercy. God doesn’t want to
punish anyone. He would never harm any of his
creatures.
Brimstone: Oh no? What about the flood that
destroyed all of humanity except for Noah’s family?
What about the fire he rained down on Sodom and
Gomorrah? What about the plagues on Egypt? The
Old Testament is full of stories of God’s judgment.
Joy Ann: I don’t pay any attention to those stories in
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the Old Testament. That’s
just ancient Jewish history.
The new covenant wiped
that all away. God’s not
like that anymore.
Brimstone: God never
changes. He is a
righteous and jealous
God. He’s given us the
Law for our instruction.
He’s sent the prophets to
warn us of the
Angel Agent 144
consequences of
disobedience. You ignore
the Old Testament at your peril.
Joy Ann: But the Old Testament law doesn’t apply
anymore. We don’t kill lambs as sacrifices, we
don’t fast and wear sack cloth, we don’t consider
foods unclean. The New Testament message of
mercy and forgiveness is all that’s important.
People don’t want to hear about fasting and
sacrifices and punishment. People need to hear
the message that Jesus loves them, no matter
what.
Brimstone: You’re watering down Christianity and
making it seem like it doesn’t matter what you do.
People need to know that doing the right thing
comes at a cost, and that following God involves
sacrifice and testing. They need examples like
Daniel in the lion’s den, or Job being tested by
Satan.
Joy Ann: Those kinds of stories just scare people. I
only want to share stories about Jesus’ healing and
compassion. I think we should just focus on peace
and joy and love. (Singing) It’s love, it’s love, it’s
love that makes the world go round…
Brimstone: That’s what’s wrong with the world
today. People like you are saying that anything
goes. There are no rules or standards. You’re
willing to accept anyone.
Joy Ann: Jesus accepted everyone and he loves
everyone. I’m sure he even loves mean nasty
bullies like you!
Brimstone: AAH! How dare you insult me like that?
You had better repent of your ways, or God will
smite you down, miserable sinner that you are.
Joy Ann: I am a beloved child of God! (sings)

Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me
so… (She continues singing as Brimstone preaches,
with both getting louder and louder.)
Brimstone: You are condoning sin and leading
people astray. Repent! or the wrath of God will come
upon you and destroy you. He sends his punishment
on the third and fourth generations. His judgment will
be swift and just.
Agent 144: Stop all this noise!
Joy Ann and Brimstone together: Who are you?
Agent 144: I’m Angel Agent 144.
Brimstone: You don’t look like an angel!
Agent 144: Have you ever seen an angel before?
Brimstone: Well, no, not in person.
Agent 144: Then how do you know what an angel
looks like?
Joy Ann: Well you’re not how I envision one. Where
are your wings, and your halo, and your golden
harp?
Agent 144: You’re thinking of the Symphonic
Seraphim; they’re the praise choir. I’m part of the
Special Ops branch.
Brimstone: Yes, I see your uniform. And that’s just
what we need. Some military discipline to enforce
God’s law.
Joy Ann: I think he looks more like a mail man.
Agent 144: Well, maybe I’m a little of both. I do
bring a message from God, and you might say I’m an
officer of the peace to get you two to stop arguing.
Brimstone: I’m not
arguing. I’m merely
pointing out the error of her
ways.
Joy Ann: My ways?
You’re the one who’s
wrong!
Agent 144: Actually,
you’re both wrong.
Joy Ann: What?
Brimstone: Humph!
Agent 144: I mean, you’re
both partially right…but
you’re also both partially
wrong. God is both
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Joy Ann Sunshine

The Rev. Dr. Farren Brimstone

righteous and
merciful. Yes, Joy
Ann, the New
Testament is full of
examples of Jesus’
love and
forgiveness. But
there are also
examples of his
righteous anger,
like when he
condemned the
Pharisees, or
overturned the
money changers in
the Temple.

Joy Ann: I don’t like to think about those parts.
Agent 144: But you can’t pretend they didn’t
happen.

its consequences. It’s the whole reason Jesus came
and died on the cross. If there was no
punishment for sin, then the world wouldn’t
have needed a savior. The stories of the Old
Testament provide the foundation for the gospel.
Brimstone: There, you see?
Agent 144: But Farren, you want to focus only
on the judgment and punishment side. I think
you actually like pointing out people’s failings.
Yes, people need to recognize their sin and seek
forgiveness. But what good does it do to point
out people’s sins if you don’t offer them any
hope? You need to tell people how they can
find forgiveness and reconciliation through
Jesus’ sacrifice. God does accept anyone, if they
truly turn to him in their heart. You need both
the Old and New Testaments to understand the
full story.
Joy Ann: I see what you mean.

Brimstone: There, you see!

Brimstone: I suppose you’re right.

Agent 144: But Farren…

Agent 144: Now, can you try to see things from
each other’s perspective and incorporate some
of what the other one was saying?

Brimstone: The Rev. Dr. Brimstone, if you please.
Agent 144: In God’s Kingdom, we’re all on a first
name basis. So anyway, Farren, God does show
judgment in the Old Testament, but he also shows
love and nercy time and again. What about how
he rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt,
how he blessed Abraham and Sarah with a son in
their old age, how he forgave the Ninevites when
they repented, not to mention all those images in
the Psalms of God as shepherd and protector.
Brimstone: Well, I suppose so.
Agent 144: What you call the Old and New
Testaments aren’t in opposition. They’re all part of
the story of God reaching out to his creation.
They’re both essential to faith. When you joined
the church, didn’t you affirm that the Bible, as
recorded in the Old and New Testaments, is the
Word of God.

Brimstone: Very well. Joy Ann, I realize that
your intentions are good, and I acknowledge that
God does love you, despite your misguided
approach.
Joy Ann: And I admit that there are
consequences to sin, and if you keep on trying to
scare people, God will certainly punish YOU.
Agent 144: Uh, that’s not quite what I had in
mind. I think you’d better both come with me
and talk about this some more. You both need
some more study of both the Old and New
Testaments.
(all exit)

Brimstone: Well, yes.
Joy Ann: I guess so.
Agent 144: The Old Testament is the foundation
for the New Testament. It begins the story of God
reaching out to his people, through the Law and
the prophets, a story that culminates in the New
Testament with Jesus. The Law identifies sin and
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Storm Damage Report
By Jeffery D. Holland
On Friday, August 28, 2020 there was a storm
that snapped one of the large trees that stands
next to the church. The limbs from the top of the
tree punctured the roof and created more than
eighty-six holes. The largest hole was over the
stairwell in the back of the sanctuary. Although
there was a substantial amount of water damage,
we are grateful that the sanctuary only received
some minor damage in the corner near the stairs.
August 28th: Friday Morning
On Friday morning, there was a knock on our
door and Dick Winstead informed us that a tree
had fallen on the church. We all went over to
investigate. There was water everywhere. We
quickly grabbed trash cans and buckets and placed
them under the many leaks. It was still raining, and
we spent most of the day emptying buckets and
trying to control the water while we waited for a
tree removal company to come and get the tree off
the roof.
Lofty Heights came during the afternoon and
removed the tree. They had to climb on the roof,
chop the tree into pieces, and then put the pieces
through a tree shredder. After the tree was
removed from the roof, the leaks became even
worse.
The roofing
company said that
they would come
and fix the holes in
the morning, but we
were all worried
because it was
supposed to rain
even more that
evening. We were
concerned about
how much the
damage there would
be if we left the
holes in the roof and it poured all night long.
We went to Home Depot and Harbor Freight
and purchased water resistant tape and Flex Seal.
Then I called my uncle, who owns a bucket truck,

and he brought his truck to the church so that we
could climb on to the roof.
By this point it was almost dark, so we got on the
roof as quickly as possible and did our best to place
temporary patches on all the holes. The roof was full
of holes and it looked like Swiss cheese up there. In
the photo, all the white spots that you see are holes
that we fixed.
We also pulled a large tree limb out of the roof
and sprayed that spot with Flex Seal. In the other
picture, you can see Rebecca holding the limb of the
tree that we pulled out. It is several feet long.
After that, it was completely dark outside. There
was nothing to do but go home and wait. I told
Rebecca to pray that the
temporary fix would hold.
August 29th: Saturday
Morning
We awoke at five in the
morning to the sound of
pouring rain. Rebecca and I
rushed over to the church to
see if the patches had
worked. When we got there,
we were so happy to see
that the patches did the job! The buckets beneath the
many leaks only had a little bit of water in them. We
were so happy that Rebecca started to sing a hymn,
but I told her that we didn’t have time for that just
then. I told her she could sing quietly to herself while
she helped me empty the buckets.
That afternoon, the sun came out and Blair
Roofing came to patch the roof until we could find a
more permanent solution. Rebecca submitted the
information to the insurance company, and they said
that we should be covered because it was an act of
nature. Sometimes I complain about how much we
have to pay for property and casualty insurance
since we are part of the conference, but Rebecca
took this as an opportunity to point out to me that she
is glad we have such good coverage when things like
this happen.
The trustees are currently looking at bids to have
the roof fixed and a restoration company is
professionally drying all the areas that sustained
water damage
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Clothing Giveaway

Volunteers Needed
Please help us spread the word! Christ
Community United Methodist Church is having a
Clothing Giveaway on Saturday, September 19th
from 9AM to 12:30PM. We are currently accepting
gently used clothing in all sizes, as well as shoes,
coats, hats, and purses. We are also in need of
people to stay after and to help clean up and for
people to help supervise the event. Thank you for
supporting our ministry!

The Sew Pray Group at Christ
Community United Methodist Church
created 100 masks to donate to the
United in Methodist Children‘s home.
The masks were made with love and
come in assorted sizes and colors.

BOOK may be taken up at any time and used
merely by opening it.
BOOK never crashes or requires rebooting,
though, like other devices, it can become damaged
if coffee is spilled on it and it becomes unusable if
dropped too many times on a hard surface. The
"browse" feature allows you to move instantly to
any sheet, and move forward or backward as you
wish. Many come with an "index" feature, which
pin-points the exact location of any selected
information for instant retrieval.
An optional "BOOKmark" accessory allows you
to open BOOK to the exact place you left it in a
previous session -- even if the BOOK has been
closed. BOOKmarks fit universal design standards;
thus, a single BOOKmark can be used in BOOKs
by various manufacturers. Conversely, numerous
BOOK markers can be used in a single BOOK if
the user wants to store numerous views at once.
The number is limited only by the number of pages
in the BOOK. You can also make personal notes
next to BOOK text entries with optional
programming tools, Portable Erasable Nib Cryptic
Intercommunication Language Styli (PENCILS).
Portable, durable, and affordable, BOOK is
being hailed as a precursor of a new entertainment
wave. BOOK's appeal seems so certain that
thousands of content creators have committed to
the platform and investors are reportedly flocking to
invest. Look for a flood of new titles soon.

B.O.O.K
Introducing the new
Bio-Optic Organized
Knowledge device, tradenamed – BOOK.
BOOK is a
revolutionary breakthrough
in technology: no wires, no electric circuits, no
batteries, nothing to be connected or switched on.
It's so easy to use, even a child can operate it.
Compact and portable, it can be used
anywhere – even sitting in an armchair by the fire
– yet it is powerful enough to hold as much
information as a CD-ROM disc.
Here's how it works:
BOOK is constructed of sequentially numbered
sheets of paper (recyclable), each capable of
holding thousands of bits of information. The pages
are locked together with a custom-fit device called
a binder which keeps the sheets in their correct
sequence.
Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) allows
manufacturers to use both sides of the sheet,
doubling the information density and cutting costs.
Experts are divided on the prospects for further
increases in information density; for now, BOOKS
with more information simply use more pages.
Each sheet is scanned optically, registering
information directly into your brain. A flick of the
finger takes you to the next sheet.
8

