Christ
Community
UMC

The Fish Line

Nov. 2021
Volume 7
Issue 6

Dear CCUMC Family,
Happy (almost) Thanksgiving! I wanted to take a moment to write to you and tell
you how thankful I am for all of you. As I write this letter to you, I am beginning to
prepare for the holiday season. I wanted to express my gratitude for all of you and
the tireless work you do to keep our church happy and healthy. Thank you for joining
alongside me as we do our best to follow Christ. A church is not a building—it is a
people! I am grateful for all of you and the work you do to spread Christ’s love here
on earth.
The holidays are a busy season for everyone, so I wanted to make sure I shared
the following dates with you so you could mark your calendar with these important
dates for Christmas!
• We will be having two Christmas Eve Services this year. The first Christmas Eve Service will be held at
our sister church, Llyswen UMC (308 Coleridge Ave. Altoona, 16602) at 6PM on December 24th.
• The second Christmas Eve Service will be held here Christ Community UMC (5715 Roselawn Ave.
Altoona, PA 16602) at 7:30 PM on December 24th.
• You’re invited! On Saturday December 11th from 6-9PM Jeff and I are having a Christmas party at the
Parsonage! Wear a Christmas sweater if you have one.
Stay for a short while or stay all evening, we are just happy
to have you. Come join us for cookies and meatballs! (521
57th St. Altoona, PA 16602)
Studies have shown that people who take time to count their
blessings are happier and healthier, both physically and
mentally. Cultivating an attitude of gratitude is an important
spiritual discipline. This holiday season, I would like to invite you
to try to take just a few moments every morning when you first
wake up to say a prayer to God and list all the things for which
you are thankful. Giving praise to God for blessings both great
and small can help to nourish our spirits and open our eyes to
new and exciting ways the Holy Spirit may be at work in our
lives. As the Psalmist writes, “I will give thanks to you, Lord, with
all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” –Psalm 9:1
May God Bless You All,

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland, M.Div. OSL
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During her presentation, she shared about the
amazing things God is doing in Africa. Afterwards,
we all enjoyed snacks and fellowship. We had
several visitors from neighboring churches.
Arlene spent the night in the parsonage, and
during her visit, she took time to talk to me about a
special young woman named Caludine who is also
visually impaired. I was surprised to learn that
Claudine and I have the same rare eye problem.
Her story touched my heart.
Our congregation, along with several other
United Methodist Churches in the Altoona District,
took a collection to buy Claudine a special piece of
adaptive technology so that she can go to school.
As of the date of writing of this article, we have
currently raised $1,000 toward our goal of $1,700 to
buy the special handheld CCTV that will allow
Claudine to enlarge her textbooks. If you would like
to make a donation to help Claudine, you can mail
a check to the church office or donate online.
Please make sure that you write “Claudine’ in the
“for” line of the check. Donations are due by
November 17th.

Mama Arlene
A woman on a mission
visits CCUMC!
On Friday, November 5th, “Mama” Arlene
Brown came to visit CCUMC and give a
presentation on the
amazing mission
work she has been
doing in Rwanda.
Arlene Brown is
originally from
Pennsylvania. When
she was in her
sixties, she
answered God’s call
to go to Africa and
work with the
children who had lost
their parents due to
the tragic genocide.
She founded the
Jeff and Rev. Rebecca
nonprofit
with Mama Arlene
organization,
“Urukundo: Hope
Made Real,” and is
currently in charge of a
school that serves
over 1,090 children.
She will soon
celebrate her 91st
birthday.
Mama Arlene is
currently in the states
to visit family to raise
funds for her ministry.
Her amazing memoir,
HOPE MADE REAL,
is available to read for
free in the church
library!

Snacks and fellowship team. After Mama Arlene
Brown’s presentation, she took time to sign copies of
her book and visit with our congregation.

“Mama” Arlene Brown
talking to Gary and Marsha
during snacks and
fellowship after her
presentation
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Special Called Session to
Annual Conference

We Voted In a New Chancellor Jay Lamen to
replace the retiring Chancellor Ray Hamel, Ray to
enjoy some travel with his wife
The Chancellor Serves as an Advisor to The
Bishop and the Cabinet
The Last Item on the agenda was Plan for
Funding Ministry for 2022, From the Council on
Finance and Administration, The Grand Total for
2022 was the same as 2021 at $10,656,310, this
was approved by this special session

A Vision of the Beloved
Community
On October 5, 2021, At 7:00 PM, we had a
special called Session to Annual Conference Via
Zoom Online.
This Revised call was for the following items
1. Worship
2. Election of a new Chancellor for the
Susquehanna Annual Conference
3. Presentation and approval of the 2022 Plan for
funding Ministry
With the Retirement Of Bishop Jeremiah Park
this was the First Session with our New Bishops:
Bishop Cynthia Moore Koikoi, and Bishop Sandra
Steiner Ball.

John Henderson

Save the Dates:
Worship Team: November 11th at 6:30PM
Sunday, November 14th: Choir Practice after
church at 12:15PM
Thursday, November 18th: Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service at 7PM

We had a great worship Service with the
following Lesson From John :8 1-11

Sunday, November 21st: Hanging of the Greens
after church at 12:15PM

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts,
where all the people gathered around him , and he sat
down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group 4 and said to
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were
using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to
write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept
on questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down
and wrote on the ground.
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a
time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with
the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened
up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?”
11 “No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go
now and leave your life of sin.

Poinsettias orders due November 28th – $10.00 a
piece. Order forms now available in the church
office!
Christmas Gourd Birdhouse Craft: Friday
December 3rd at 6:30PM. Cost is $25 per person
(cost covers materials and class instruction). Join
us for a time of fellowship while we all learn how to
make a craft together!
“Christmas Bible Study Mondays at 6:30PM:
November 29, December 6, December 13,
December 20.
Christmas Eve
Service at 7:30PM
on December 24th
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Sew Pray Group

Altoona District HUB News

The ladies sewing group has been working
on a new project. Prayer squares and pocket
prayer squares. The prayer squares are about 12
inches and the pocket squares are 4 inches. It is
our desire to have them dedicated soon and then
they will be available in a basket in the back of
the church. More information will be available in
the next few weeks. We continue to work on
prayer quilts trying to keep a few available as
needed and have been helping sew backs and
ties on the jean quilts for distribution by the HUB.

Good news! The HUB raised $390 through
Boscov's Friends helping Friend's day. This will be
used to purchase items needed to pack up various
kits for distribution. As we ourselves notice the
higher prices and the inability to acquire needed
items for everyday living, so do those less fortunate
than us. Please remember them as you shop over
the coming holidays and always.
Over the past 12 or 13 years the Altoona
District HUB has made and distributed 870 quilts.
What a terrific number of a much needed item in
our area and beyond. We have people who travel
to DC or NYC, etc and they take what is available
with them for the homeless and VIM takes them on
their mission trips, as an example to Tennessee.
Unfortunately the number of volunteers has
been very low, mostly do to COVID issues. If you
are interested in volunteering but need to do an
evening this can be arranged through your pastor
or HUB representatives. We are considering doing
a Wednesday evening, maybe twice a month
starting the middle of January.

Gloria Frederick

Gloria Frederick
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