
Christ
Community
UMC

 Sept. 2021
Volume 7

Issue 5The Fish Line
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:1-2B, NIV
 
Dear CCUMC Family, 

After unexpected good news from a cornea specialist, I want to take time to
give thanks to God for a surprise healing. I believe in the power prayer and the
occurrence of every day miracles.

I keep thinking about the above passage from Hebrews. I have experienced a
great joy in my life and I want to take time to publicly acknowledge and thank God

for His goodness and mercy.
This past summer, I started experiencing severe eye pain. I went to a local ophthalmologist and he

diagnosed me with bullous keratopathy in my right eye, a disorder in which the cornea swells and causes
blisters to form. These blisters then burst and reform. The entire cycle is very painful. It felt like having a
shard of glass stabbed into my eye; however, I was grateful it was not always constant. It came and went as
the cycle of blisters forming and bursting continued. Despite my cornea issues, glaucoma continued to do
well and my IOP (interocular pressure) is the lowest it’s been in years.

After trying all sorts of things, including giving up coffee for several weeks (I thought it might be making
the swelling worse. It wasn’t) and using Muro saline ointment, I still couldn’t get the pain under control. I was
afraid that I might need a cornea transplant, but we didn’t know if that was even a possibility due to my other
eye problems.

Now, something truly wonderful has happened. About two weeks ago, Jeff took me to an appointment
with a cornea specialist at Wills Eye. After a thorough examination, the doctor gave me some surprising
news: he said that there were NO BLISTERS on my cornea! They had entirely disappeared!

The doctor told me that in the future if this happens again, I should come back and they will treat the
blisters by performing a procedure called anterior stromal puncture. But for now, other than some swelling,
my cornea looks good (albeit both my corneas are twice the thickness of a normal cornea.)

It has been over a fortnight and I am so happy that I have had NO episodes of severe pain. Other than
my normal eye discomfort (a bit of dry eye and some burning from the glaucoma drops) I feel fabulous. I ran
7.13 miles on Labor Day and I can’t stop smiling.

I still have a lot of questions. Why did I develop bullous keratopathy? Will it come back some day? Or did
I receive a small but truly great miracle? How could such a painful condition suddenly disappear? 
I’m still processing everything. All I can do is give thanks to God, say a sincere prayer of gratitude for modern
medicine, and enjoy the fall weather. When I look back on this summer, I refuse to think of it as the “summer
of bullous keratopathy.” I choose instead to count my blessings. As a church family, we made wonderful
happy memories together. We celebrated two weddings, dedicated the window preservation project, 
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and celebrated the very special lives of Betty Calvert and her sister-in-law, Shirley Long. I will always
treasure these moments of ministry. 

In the future, I will look fondly back on the Summer of 2021 as the season in which I experienced God’s
unexpected grace through a miraculous moment of surprise healing. I will focus on the good things instead of
the past discomfort and I will not waste time worrying about what I will do if the blisters return.

I have big hopes for the future, including plans to run a 10k in October. Long distance running has taught
me a lot about life, endurance, and the Christian journey: Just focus on running the mile you’re in. Don’t think
about all the miles left to go or worry about how fast other people are running. Run your race and be grateful
for how far you’ve come.
 
Until Next Time,

Rev. Rebecca

Upcoming Dates

Monday, September 20th at 6:30PM: Sermon on the Mount and JEOPARDY! 
Sunday, October 26th: Ad Council after Church 
Monday, September 27th at 6:30PM: Sermon on the Mount and JEOPARDY! 
Monday, October 4th at 6:30PM Sermon the Mount and JEOPARDY! 
Sunday, October 10th Disability Awareness Sunday
Saturday, October 23rd: Monster Mash and Dash 5k Fun Run/ Walk (3.1 miles) at 9AM at Greene Hills UMC  
     Church Camp (5125 Greene Hills Manor Dr. Alexandria, PA 16611)
Sunday, October 31st: Bishop’s Visit at First UMC Hollidaysburg (Register online. Masks required)
Friday, November 5th at 6:30PM: Visit from Mama Arlene at 6:30PM

You’re Invited! Monster Mash and Dash 5k 

Join us on October 23rd at 9AM at Greene Hills UMC Church Camp (5125 Greene Hills Manor Dr.
Alexandria, PA 16611) for the Altoona District’s Monster Mash and Dash Fun Run/ Walk! All proceeds go to
benefit Mission Central. This event is designed to be fun for all ages. Wear a cool costume and share your
experience on social media with the hashtag #MCMonsterdash

Pick up your race packet
beginning at 8:15AM at the barn!
The run/ walk starts at 9AM!
To register, visit:
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2amad/

*You are strongly encouraged to
register online ahead of time. Race
packets cannot be guaranteed for
those who register on the same day.
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We Remember the 20th
Anniversary of September 11th

Introduction:  Saturday, September 11, 2021
was the twentieth anniversary of the tragedy of
September 11th. In order to commemorate this
occasion, the United Methodist Churches of the
Altoona Cluster gathered together to hold a Service
of Prayer and Remembrance. The service was held
at 8:30AM at the Prayer Garden of Greenwood,
United Methodist Church. 
 

A Prayer for the 20th Anniversary of
9/11 God Of All Nations and Peoples:  

We remember and we lament.
Comfort us, O Holy One, as we cry out to You:

We remember the tragedy that happened twenty
years ago on September 11th. We remember the
smoke, the shock, and the fear. Two decades have
come and gone, and the world is still full of hurt
and pain.

On this day, we remember that Jesus said,
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.” We confess that when we are in the
middle of our hurt and our pain, we often do not
feel blessed. As we drown in sorrow, we do not feel
comfort. It is all we can do to gasp for air—
Sometimes grief is a fierce agony that rips at our
souls. Other times it is the steady throbbing ache of
constant sorrow.

We cry out to you as we remember. We
remember that other countries have known loss

and sorrow. We are not the only ones who mourn.
We remember how natural disaster has left its
mark on many nations and we cry out when we
hear how we small humans have broken the
delicate balance of your creation.

We pray for all those everywhere who have lost
a loved one, For those who struggle with the pain
and sorrow caused by the pandemic, For those who
live in places that are constantly torn apart by war.

Creator of All Things: We beseech You. Hear
our prayers and shower mercy upon us. Although
we lament in different languages, the pain that we
feel is the same. Only You can ease this hurt. Only
You can turn our mourning into beauty and
transform our burdens into blessings.
 
We remember—
And we pray.
Amen. 
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Disability Awareness Sunday:
October 10th, 2021

This year during Annual Conference, the
Susquehanna Conference passed a motion to
celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday on the
second Sunday of October! We hope that you will
join the Disability Ministries Task Force of the
Susquehanna Conference as we celebrate this
special Sunday. Disability Awareness Sunday is a
special Sunday dedicated to empowering people
with disabilities and helping to raise awareness
about the disability community. According to The
Book of Discipline, every conference is encouraged
to celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday on a
date of their choosing. For the last three years, our
conference has celebrated Disability Awareness
Sunday on the second Sunday of October.

According to the CDC, 61 million adults in the
United States live with a disability. The CDC also
states that one out of four adults in the US have
some type of disability. Statistically, it is highly
probable that your church already includes
members who have a disability. Many disabilities
are invisible. Any person can become disabled at
any point in their life. As our congregations
continue to age, we will have many more church
members experience some form of disability during
their lifetime.

Please consider donating!

One of the biggest ways you can help is by
taking a special collection! Donations can be made
to Advance #3021054:  The Susquehanna
Disability Ministries Task Force does not have a
budget. Instead, we ask that all donations be made
to The Disability Ministries Committee (DMC) of the
United Methodist Church. DMC serves the entire
global connection of the UMC. They provide grants
to help UMC churches and congregations empower
people with disabilities. In the past, grants have
been used to: 

! Create church entry ramps, lifts, and
elevators.

! Provide Sensory equipment and toys for
children’s  play areas. 

! Help reimburse costs related to auditing
churches for accessibility and helping them
become more accessible.

! Provide accessible materials for church
programs for people with disabilities

! Maintain a website full of great resources for
worship leaders and congregations!

! Help support disability ministries today by
making a donation! We will be collecting a special
offering on October 10th. You can also mail in your
donation to 5715 Roselawn Ave. Altoona, PA
16602. Please clearly mark your check with
“Disability Awareness Sunday” or include a note
with your monetary donation. Thank you so much
for your support! 
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Mama Arlene: A Missionary from
PA with a Big Heart for the

Children of Africa!

You are invited to join us on November 5th.
Christ Community UMC where the Altoona District
of the UMC will be hosting “Mama” Arlene.
Originally from Williamsburg, “Mama” Arlene is the
founder of Urukundo Foundation and Executive
Director of its primary school of over nine-hundred
children.

When Arlene Brown read in her hometown
newspaper about the abandoned children in the
aftermath of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, she did
what few retirees would ever consider doing: She
joined with a mission group to make the long
journey to Africa. Now at the age of ninety, her life
continues to move in strange and wonderful
directions. Join us as she shares with us about her
mission to help the children of Rwanda. 
If you would like to read more about Mama Arlene,
our church library has four copies of her book
available. There will also be some copies of her
book available for sale on November 5th after her
presentation. 

Would you like to help Mama Arlene’s Mission?
Mama is collecting medical grade masks for
Urukundo’s dentists, workers, teachers, and staff.
She is collecting N95, K95, and Surgical N95
respirator masks. If you have any of these
available, please bring them to her presentation. A
free will offering will also be taken after her speech. 

Thank you to everyone who
supported our clothing giveaway! 

Our clothing giveaway was held on August 21st

from 9AM until noon. We helped over 120 people,
but our impact was even bigger than that because
most of these people came and collected items of
clothing for their entire families, including children,
grandchildren, or their parents. Thank you so much
to everyone who donated clothing, supported us
with prayer, helped with setup, or helped with
cleanup. May God bless you and keep you! 

 It takes several days to setup for the clothing
giveaway. In this photo, you can see volunteers for the

first day of setup up. From left to right Bev, Celia,
Becky S., Sheila, Gloria, Joy, and Hope. 

 (from Left to right) Thank you to everyone who helped
on the second day of clothing giveaway setup! Maci,

Bev, Celia, Brynn, and Kassidy.
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Dedication of the Window
Preservation Project 

On Sunday,
August 1st during
worship we had a
special celebration to
dedicate the window
restoration project!
The windows were
restored, covered with
new Lexon glass, had
vents added, and
lights were added so
they would shine
brightly and beautifully
in the night. The
restored windows give

our church an awesome face lift and are dedicated
to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Daniel
and Mary Jane Kingsbury by their children, Susan
and Bruce.

During the service, the praise band led us in

worship and our Puppet Theater concluded our
series of David Stories with the story of David and
Bathsheba. After celebrating Holy Communion, we
moved onto the lawn where we said a special
prayer for the windows and unveiled the plaque.
The praise band closed us our time of worship with
a wonderful song entitled “Jesus is the Rock,”
which left us all rocking to the beat. After
worship, everyone was invited for refreshments in
the fellowship hall. Thank you so much to everyone
who helped make this worship service special. 
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BIBLE STUDY in the  style of JEOPARDY! 

Learn about the Sermon on the Mount the fun way!
 

YOU'RE INVITED! Monday evenings (9/20, 9/27, and 10/4) at 6:30PM we will be doing Bible Study in a
WHOLE NEW WAY! We will spend the first twenty-five minutes learning about Jesus's Sermon on the
Mount. Then, after a break for snacks and coffee, it is time to put your knowledge to the test!
The second portion of the evening we will be playing JEOPARDY! Questions will include what we just
learned as well as other fun trivia. Don’t know a whole lot about the Bible? No worries! Questions include
many topics, such as: gardening, animal facts, history, literature, music, Disney, and more! Questions range
in difficulty for all ages so bring your kids or grand kids along for the fun!  
Who will be victorious each week? Join us and find out! 

BIBLE STUDY in the style of JEOPARDY! 

Location: Christ Community UMC 5715 Roselawn Ave. Altoona PA 16602
Time: Mondays at 6:30PM
Dates: 9/20, 9/27, and 10/4
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